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qT O Publifh the Writings of Perfons 
without their Confent, is a Pradife 

generally Speaking, fo Onfair, avd 
has fo many times proved an unfuffe- 
rable injury to the Credit and Reputas 
tion of the Authors, os well as a fhame- 
ful Lmpofition ow the Publick, either by 
a Scandalous Infertion of Spurious Pieces, 
or an Iusperfed and faulty Edition of 
Juch as are Genuine, that tho’ I have 
been Mafter of fuch of the following 
Pieces, as have never yet been Printed, 
for feveral Months, I could never, tho’ 
wuch Importuned , prevail on my felf 
to Publifh them, fearing even a pof- 
frility of doing aw Injury in either of 
thofe Imo Refpeds to the Perfo who is 
generally known to be the Author of fome 
and, with greater Reafon than I am at 
prefent at Liberty to give, fuppofed to 
be the Author of all the other Pieces which 
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at: up this ColleBion. But as my Own 
ynwillingness to do any thing which 
08 sobs prove |. au Injury, tojthe fu ppofed 


ie hors Reputation, io whom no Map 
pays ten Ifteem or bears a greater 
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wiertaa ee as it de receive Fras 
‘the clone Papers fo. the Sence, 
1 that. be would rhe now fuffer va 
weuch greater #2 bath infiances from other 
Flands, mis the Occafion sof wy deter= 
mining bo ao at at prefent : Since foe 
of +h fobs wing Pieces have bately: ap~ 
Kes red in Print,» from very Lneperfecd and 
é ncorredt Copjesi Nor was the: Abufe dike 
‘0 feop heres. for these withall the De- 
fecis and. Imperfections, they wcame out 
under, weet pith formuch. Applaufe, vand 
fo Oniverfal a, good deception from all 
View. of Wits and Lafte; as tovprompt 
skfellers; who had hound thatesher 
of the ni chieamaiiie jaiManufeript in 
w2e Gen tlemens, Hands; to feck by. any 
‘weeans to Procure. them, wlich. fhould 
they compafs, they weal without Que- 
tian Publifh ie a nae er ag ittle tothe 
Authors Credit and Renaide on, as they 
ive already: done ¢ holt few which un- 
| fortue 
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fortunately have fallen inta their Poffef- 
fion. “This: being a known bad If hope 
will be fi cient to make this Fublica- 
tion, thovwithout the Authors \Confext.or 
Knowledge, very con ijtent with that 
Refhes Lf fencerety bear ‘bins Who, if 
dt fhould wot appear to be pe erfettly with- 
out Fault, can with little F hid {tice conte 
plain. of the Wr ong hevvreceiues. by it; 
fe nce it has prevented bis fuffe ujje erizg amuch 
ereater , no more than a Man whois 
pufhed Abia ok oF f the way-of a. Bullets 
can with Re fort take as are Affi ont, et 
ther the Blow he allel by, vor the Dirt be 
vifes with. 


BOT tedeed 1 have very little. une 
eafinefs ee me for tog of any lujury 
the Authors Credit and Keputation may 
receive from any Imperfection or (Jucore 
reinefs in thefe following Tra&s, fence 
the Perfons from «wh ome Fvbad thent, 
and in whofe Hands I shave reafon to 
believe the Author left thes, wher his 
Affairs calledhind out of this Kingdom, 
are of fo much worth themfelves, and 
have fo preat a Regard for the Anthor, 
that Lau confident they n mould wcither 
do,. nor fuffer any thingthat-might ture 

A 3 td 


=) 


SE EO TET 


De pee 
stoi 


i 


~  "Fothe READER. 


NT Ee ae 
Bis ae tet ‘ ee 
On Paine: be se ae 

\E 


eee 


SO LDPE TE TS LE IN itt st ment CAMO nso 9 mage eA A OT 


to his Difadvantages . 4 muft  confefs 
I ane upon another account under fome 
Concern, which is, leaft fome of the 
following Papers are fuch. asthe Author 
perhaps would rather: foould natvhave 
been Publifhed at alls, ta which Cafe,» 1 
foould look upon my felf highly obliged 
to ak his Pardon: But even on-this Sup- 
pofition, as there is\no Perfon Nanted, 
the fuppofed <Anthor ds ‘at Liberty. to 
Difown as much as he thinks fit of 
what» is bere Publifhed, and fo car 
be Chargable with no more of it than 


he pleafes to-take upow himfelf. 


FROM this Apology F have been 
making, the Keader may in part be fa- 
tisfied how \thefe Papers came into my 
Hands, and to give him a more pars 
ticular Information herein will prove 
little to bis Ofe, tho perhaps. it might 
Jomewhat -gratifie his Curiofity, which I 
foall think uot material any farther to 
do, than by affuring bine, that I am not 
only my felf fufficiently convinced that 
all the Iraéls in the following Collection, 
excepting Iwo, before both of which: I 
have in the Book expreffed my Donbtful- 
uefs, were Wrote by the” fame blend 
us 


but feveratsFudicious Perfons who are 
well acquainted withthe fuppofed Authors 
Writings, and-wot altogether Strangers 
to his. Converfation, have agreed with 
me herein, wot only for the Reafous I 
have before hinted at, but upon this Ac- 
count alfo, that there are in every one of 
thefe Pieces fome particular Beauties 
thatedifcover this Authors Vein, who ex- 
cels too much not to be Diftingnifhed, 
feacein all bis Writings fuch a furpri- 
zing mixture of Wit and Learning , 
true Humour and good Sence does every 
where appear, as fets hive almoft as far 
out of the Reach of Imitation, as it does 
beyond the Power of Cenfure. 


THE Reception that thefe Pieces 
will meet with from the Publick, and 
the Satisfaction they will give to all Men 
of Wit and Tafte, will foon decide it, 
whither there be any Reafou for the 
Reader to fufpeé an Ipofttion, or the 
Author io apprebend an Injury; The 
former I am fully fatisfied will never 
be, and the latter I am fure I never 
Intended: In confidence of which, (hould 
the Author when he fees thefe Tracts 
appear, take fome Offence, and know 
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where to place bis Refentment, I will | 
be for freeasto own, L scould. without, | 
much: neafinels fit dowaunder fome 
degree of it, fince. its wouldvbe no hard | 
Tash to bear fome. Dijpleafure® froma 

Single Perfon, for that: for which one 


9s furesto receive the Thanks of every 
Body elfe. ’ 
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CHAP. I. 


@ \ 1S agreed that in all Govern- 
ment there is an abfolute uns 
limited Power, which natu 
rally and originally feems to be placed 
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in the wholeBody, whereever the Ex- 
ecutive Part of it lies. This holds in the 
Body natural; For wherever we place 
the beginning of Motion, whether 
from the Head, or the Heart, or the 
animal Spirits in general, the Body 
moves and acts by a Confent of all 
its Parts. This unlimited Power pla- 
ced fundamentally in the Body of a 

eople, is what the Legiflators of all 
Ages have endeavour d in their feveral 
Schemes or Inftitutions of Govern- 
ment, to depofit in fuch Hands as 
would preferve the People from Ra- 
pine and Oppreffion within, as wellas 
Violence from without. . Moft of them 
feem to agree.in this, that it was a 
Truft too great to be committed to any 
one Man or Affembly, and therefore 
they left the Right ftill in the whole 
Body, but the Adminiftration or Exe- 
eutive part, inthe hands of Ome, the 
Few, or the Mazy, into which three 
Powers all independent Bodies of Men 
feem naturally to divides for by all I 
have read of thofe innumerable and 
petty Commonwealths in Italy, Greece, 
and Sicily, as well as the great ones of 
Carthage and Rome; it feems to me, 
that 


in ATHENS and ROME. 


that a free People met together, whe- 
ther by Compa or Family Government, 
as foon as they fall into any Acts of 
Civil Society, do of themfelves divide 
into three Powers. The firft is that 
of fome one eminent Spirit, who ha- 
ving fignaliz'd his Valour and Fortune 
in Defence of his Country, or by the 
Practice of popular Arts at home, be- 
comes to have great Influence on the 
People, to grow their Leader in War- 
like Expeditions, and to. prefide, after 
a fort, in their Civil Affemblies: And 
this is grounded upon the Principles 
of Nature or common Reafon, which 
in all Difficulties or Dangers, where 
Prudence or Courage are required, do 
rather incite us to fly for Counfel or 
Affiftance to a fingle Perfon than a 
Multitude. The fecond natural Divi- 
fion of Power, is of fuch Men who 
have acquired large Poffeflions, and 
confequently Dependances, or defcend 
from Anceftors who have left them 
great Inheritances, together with an 
Hereditary Authority. Thefe eafily 
uniting in Thoughts and Opinions, 
and actins in Concert, begin to enter 
upon Meafures for fecuring their Pro- 

B2k perties, 


3 


os 
moses te vomsimenranmerinnent t sidan AI 
ii ee tan 


RES ety >—aeeorn ie ee 


ees 


~ Contefts and Diffentions 


I 


~ perties. perties, which are eft beft upheld. by pre~ 


paring againft Invafions trom abroad, 
and maintaining Peace at home : This 
commences a. great. Council or Senate 
of Nobles for the weighty Affairs of 
the Nation. The la(t Divifion is, of 
the Mafs or Body of the People, whofe 
Part of Power is great and undifputa- 
ble, whenever they can unite either 
colle edively or by Deputation to exert 
it.. Now the three Forms of Go- 
vernment {fo sperally koown in the 
Schools, differ only. by the Civil Ad- 
miniftration | being placed, in the Hands 
of One, or fometimes Two Cas in 
Sparta.) who. were, calld Kizgs, or 
in a Senate, who were call’d the Nobles, 
or in the People Collective or Repre- 
fentative, who may. be called the Com- 
mons: each of thefe had frequently 
the Executive Power in Greece, and 
fometimes. in Rome: but the Power 
in the laft Refort was always meant 
by. Legiflators to be held- in Balance 
among all. three. And it will be an 
eternal Rule in Politicks among every 
free People, that there isa Balance of 
ways to be carefully held by. every 
State 
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State within itfelf , as well as among 
feveral States with each other. 


THE true Meaning of a Balance 
of Power, either without or within 
a State, is beft conceived by confide- 
ring what the nature of a Balance is. 
It fuppofes three Things. Firft, the 
Part which is held, together with the 
Hand that holds it; and then the two i 
Scales, with whatever is weighed there- "| 
in. Now confider feveral States in a | 
Neighbourhood : In order to preferve i 
Peace between thefe States, it is necef- a 
{ary they fhould be form’d into.a Ba- — 
Jance, whereof one or more are to be nd 
Directors, who are to divide the reft 
into equal Scales, and upon Occafions 
remove from one into the other, or elfe 
fall with their own Weighe into the 
Lighteft. So in a State within itfelf, a 

the Balance muft be held by .a third ut 
Hand; who is to deal the remaining i 
Power with utmoft Exa&neG into the 
feveral Scales. Now, it 1s not pi at 
ry that the Power thould. be equally 
divided between thefe three; For the 
Balance may be held by the We eakeft, Hl 
who, by his Addrefs and Conduct, i 
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removing from either Scale, and’ ad- 
ding of his own, may keep the Scale$ 
duly pois'd. Such was that of the 
two Kings of Sparta, the Confular 
Power in Rome: that of the Kings of 
Media before the Reign of Cyrws, as 
reprefented by Xenophon; ‘and that of 
the feveral limited States in the Gothick 
In{titution. : ; 


W HEN the Balance ts broke, whe- 
ther by the Negligence, Folly, or 
Weaknefs of the Hand that held it, 
or by mighty Weights fallen into either 
Scale, the Power will never continue 
long in equal Divifion between the 
two remaining Parties, but (till the 
Balance is fixed anew) will run en- 
tirely into one. This gives the tru- 
eft account of what is underftood in 
the moft ancient and approved Greek 
Authors by the Word Tyranny, which 
is not meant for the feizing of the un- 
controuled or abfolute Power into the 
Hands of a fingle Perfon (as many 
fuperficial Men have grofly miftaken ) 
but for the breaking of the Balance by 
whatever Hand, and leaving the Power 
wholly in one Scale. For Jyranny and 


Ofurpa- 
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Ufurpation in a State, are by no means 
confined to any Number, as tnight ea- 
fily appear from Examples enough : 
and becaufe the Point 1s, material, I 
{hall cite a few to prove it. 


THE Romans having fent to Athens, Dionyf. 
and the Greek Cities of Italy, for the ##* '> 
Copies of the beft Laws, chole Fen 
Legiflators to put them into form, and 
during the Exercife of their Office, 
fufpended the Confular Power, leaving 
the Adminiftration of Affairs in their 
Hands. Thefe very Men, though cho- 
fen for fuch a Work, as the digelting 
a Body of Laws for the Government 
of afree State, did immediately ufurp 
Arbitrary Power, ran into all the 
Forms of it, had their Guards and 
Spies, after the Practice of the Tyrants 
of thofe Ages, affected Kingly State, 
deftroy’d the Nobles, and oppreft the 
People; One of them proceeding fo 
far as toendeavour to force a Lady of 
great Virtue: the very Crime which 
gave Occafion to the Expulfion of the 
Regal Power but fixty Years before, 
as this Attempt did to that of the 
Decemuiri. 
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THE Ephoriz in Sparta were at firtt 
only certain Perfons deputed by. the 
King to judge in Civil Matters, while 
They were employ’d in the Wars. 
Thefe Men’ at feveral times, ufurp'd 
the abfolute Authority, and were as 
cruel Tyrants as any in their Ages. 


SOON after the unfortunate Ex- 
Tiucid. pedition into Sicily, the Athenians 
ib 8 chofe four hundred Men for Admini- 
{tration of Affairs, who became a Bo- 
dy of Tyrants, and were called in 
the Language of thofe Ages, an Ok- 
garchy, or Tyranny of the Fem s. un- 
der which hateful Denomination, they 
were {oon after depofed in great Rage 

by the People. 


Xenph. de WHEN Athers was fabdued: by 
rns Sra I vfander, he appointed thirty Men 
fy. jor the Adminiftration of that City, 
who immediately fell into the rankeft - 
Tyranny: But this was not all; For 
conceiving their Power not founded 
on a Bafs large enough; they admit- 
ted three thoufand into a Share of the 
Government; and thus fortified, -be- 
came 
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came the cruelleft Tyranny upon Re- 
cord. They murder’d, in cold Blood, 
great numbers of the bett Men, with- 
out any Provocation, from the meer 
Luft of Cruelty, like Nero or Caligula. 
This was fuch a Number of Tyrants 
together, as amounted to near a third 
part of the whole Cit 
tells us, that the City contait 
ten ‘thoufand Howfes, and allowing 
one Man to evety Houfe, who could 
have any Share in the Government 
( the reft confifting of Women, Chil- 
dren, and Servants) and making o- 
ther obvious Abatements, thefe Ty- 
rants, if they had been careful to ad- 
here together, might have been a Ma- 
jority even of the People Collective. 


Inthe time of the fecond Punick poy. 


od 


TR NSN AG, 


For Xenophon Memorab. 
‘d about “4-3: 


War, the Balanceof Power in Carthage Fr: !. 6 


was got on the fide of the People, 
and that toa Degree, that fome Au- 
thors reckon the Government to have 
been then among them a Dominatio 
Plebis , or Tyranny of the Commons, 
which it feems they were at all times 
apt to fall into, and wasat laf{t among 
the Caufes that ruind their State: 
& And 
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And the frequent Murders of their Ge- 


Lib. 20. 


Lib. 15. 


nerals, which Diodorys tells us was 
grown to an eftablifh’d Cuftom among 
them, may be another Inftance that 
Tyranny is not confined to Numbers. 


I fhall mention but one Example 
more among a great Number. that 
might be produced; It is related by 
the Author laft cited: The Orators 
of the People at Argos ( whether you 
will {tile them in modern Phrafe, Great 
Speakers in the Honfe, or only in.ge- 
neral, Reprefentatives of the People 
Collective) ftirred up the Commons 
again{t the Nobles; of whom 1600 
were Murdered at once, and at laft, 
the Orators themfelves, becaufe they 
left off their Accufations, or to {peak 
Intelligibly, becaufe they withdrew their 
Impeachments ; having, it feems, rai; 
fed a Spirit they were not able to lay. 
And this laft Circumffance, as Cafes 
have lately ftood, may perhaps be 
worth noting. 


FROM what hath been already 
advanced, feveral Conclufions may be 


drawn. 
Firft, 
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Fix, THAT a mixt Government 
partaking of the known Forms recei- 
ved in the Schools, is by no means of 
Gothick Invention, but has place in 
Nature and fReafon, feems very 
well to agree with the Sentiments 
of moft Legiflators, and to have 
been follow’d in moft States, whether 
they have appear’d under the name 
of Monarchies, Ariftocracies, or De- 
mocracies. For not to mention the 
feveral Republicks of this Compofi- 
tion in Gaul and Gerweany, defcribed 
by Cefar and Tacitus 5 Polybivs tells us, 
the beft Government ts that which con- 
fifts of three Forms, Reguo, Optinzati- 


1 et 


um, C» Populi imperio. Which may be Fragm. 
fairly Tranflated, the Kings, Lords". ©. 


and Commons. Such was that of Spar- 
ta in its Primitive Inftitution by Ly- 
curgus ; who obferving the Corrupti- 
ons and: Depravations to which every 
of thefe was fubjec, compounded his 
Scheme out of all; fo that 1¢ was 
made up of Reges, Seniores, & Popu- 
lus : Such alfo was the State of Rome, 
under its Confuls; And the Author 
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tells us, that the Rowazs fell upon this 
Model purely by chance, ( which I 
take to have been Nature and common 
Reafon ) but the Spartans by Thought 
and Defign. And fuch at Garthage 
was the fumma Reipublice, or Power 
in the laft Refort; For they had their 
Kings calld Suffetes, and a Senate 
which had the Power of Nobles, and 
the People had-a fhare eftablifh’d too, 


Secondly, 1T will follow, That 
thofe Reafoners who employ fo much 
of their Zeal, their Wit and their Lei- 
fure for upholding the Balance of 
Power in Chriftendom, at the fame 
time that by their PraCtices they are 
endeavouring to deftroy it at home, 
are not fuch mighty: Patriots, or fo 
much in the true Intereft of their 
Countrey, as they would affect to be 
thought, but feem to be employed like 
a Man who pulls down with his right 
Hand what he has been Building with 
his left, 


Thirdly, THIS makes appear the 
Error of thofe who think it an un- 
controulable Maxim, that Power, is 

always 
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three Divifions before mentioned,  °tis 
plain from thofe Examples already pro- 
duced, and eafie tobe parallel’d in o- 
ther Ages and Countries, that they 
are as capable of Enflaving the Nation, 
and of acting all manner of Tyranny 
and Oppreffion as it is poffible for a 
fingle Perfon to be; tho’ we fhould 
fuppofe their number to be not only 
of Four or Five Hundred, but above 
Three Thoufand. 


AGAIN, itis manifel from what 
has been faid, that in order to preferve 
the Balance in a mix'd State, the Limits 
of Power depofited with each Party 
ought to be afcertained, and generally 
known. The defeds of this is the 
caufe that introduces thofe ftrugelings 
in a State about Prerogative and Liber- 
ty, about Encroachments’ of the Fem, 
upon the Rights:of the Mazy; and of 
the Many upon the Privileges of the 
Fem, which ever did and ever will con- 
cludeinaTyranny; Firft, eicherofthe 
few, or the Many, but at laft infallibly 
Ke of 
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of afingle Perfon. For, whichever of 


the three Divifions in a State 1s upon 
the Scramble: for more Power than its 
own (as one or other of them gene- 
rally is.) unlefs due care be taken by 
the other two; upon every new Que- 
{tion that arifes, they will be fure to 
decide in favour of themfelves, talk 
much of Inherent Right; they will 
nourifh up a dormant Power, and re- 
ferve Privileges in petto, to exert upon 
Occafions, to ferve Expedients, and to 
urge upon Neceflities. They will make 
large Demands, and. fcanty Concef- 
fions, ever coming off confiderable 
Gainers: Thus at length the Balance 
is broke, and Tyranny let in, from 
which Door of the three it matters 
not. init 


T O pretend to a declarative Right 
upon any occafion whatfoever, is little 
lefs than to make ufe of the whole 
Power: Thatis, to declare an opinion 
to be Law, which has always been 
contefted, or perhaps never {tarted at 
all before fuch an incident brought it 
on the Stage. Not to confent to the 
Enatting of fuch a Law, which has 
nq 
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no view befides the general: Good , 
unlefs another Law fhall at the fame 
tune pafs with no. other view but 
that of advancing the Power of one 
Party alone; What 3s this but to 
claim a pofitive Voice as well as 
a negative? To pretend that great 
Changes and Alienations of Property 
have created new and great dependen- 
ces, and confequently new additions 
of. Power, as: fome Reafoners have 


done, is a moft dangerous Tenet: If 


Dominion muft follow Property, | let 
it follow in the fame pace: For Chan- 
ges in Property thro’ the Bulk of a 
Nation make flow Marches, and. its 
due Power alwaysattendsit. Tocon- 
clude that whatever attempt is begun 
by an Affembly, ought to be purfued 
to the end, without regard to the 
greate{t incidents that may happen to 
alter the Cafe; To count it mean, and 
below the Diguity of a Houfe to quit a 
Profecution ; To refolve upon a Con- 
clufion before it is poflible to be ap- 
prifed of the Premifles; To act thus, 
I fay, is to affe& not only abfolute 
Power, but Infallibility too. Yet 
{uch unaccountable Proceedingsas thefe 

have 
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have Popular Affemblies engaged in, 
for want of fixing the due Limits of 
Power and Privilege. 


GREAT Changes’ may indeed: be 
made ina Government, yet the korm 
continue, and the Balance be held; 
but large Intervals, of Time mutt. pafs 
between every fuch Innovation,,enough 
to melt down and make it of a Piece 
with the Conftitusion.. Such we are 
told. were the Proceedings of Solon, 
when he Modelled anew the Athenian 
Commonwealth: And what Convulfi- 
ons in. our own as well as other States 
have been bred by. a’ neglect of this 
Rule, is frefh and notortonsenough : 
"Tis too {oon in all conicience to repeat 
this Error again. 


HAVING. fhewn. that there isa 
natural Balance of, Power in all free 
States, and. how it, has-been divided 
fometimes. by the People themfelves, 
as in Rome, at others by che Inftituti- 


-ons' of: Legiflators, as ins the: feveral 


States of Greeceand Sicily: The next 
thing is to-exarmnine what Methods have 
beem taken to arent or overthrow this 
Ballance 


in ATHENS andRome. 
Balances, which every of the thre 
Parties have continually endeavour’d, 
as Opportunities have ferv’d 5 as might 
appear from the Stories of moft Ages 
and Countries. For, Abfolute Power 
‘in a particular State, is ‘of the fame 
nature with univerfal: Monarchy in fe- 
‘veral States ‘adjoyning’to each other. 
So endlefs and exorbitant! are, the de- 
fires of Men, whether. ‘confider’d in 
their Perfons or their States, that they 
will grafp at all, and can form no 
‘Scheme of perfect Happinefs with ‘lefs. 
-Ever fince Men have been united into 
‘Governments, the Hopes ‘and Endea- 
vours after univerfal Monarchy have 
“been bandied among them, from the 
Reign of Nizuws to this of the Moft 
Chriftian King; in. which purfuits 
“‘Commonwealths have had their (hare 
as well as Monarchs: So the Athenians, 
the Spartans, the Thebams-and the A- 
chaians, did at feveral times aim at the 
univerfal Monarchy of Greece; So the 
Commonwealths of Carthage and Rome 
affected the univerfal. Monarchy of the 
then known World. In like manner 
has abfolute Power been purfued by the 
feveral Parties of each particular State ; 
Co y wherein 
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wherein fingle Perfons have met with 
matt Succe(s, tho’ the endeavours of 
the Few and the Many have been fre- 
quent enough; But, being neither fo 
uniform in their Defigns, nor :fo-di- 
rect in their Views, they neither. could 
manage nor maintain the Power they — 


had. got; but were ever deceived by 


the Popularity and Ambition of fome 
fingle Perfon... So that -ic will, be al- 


ways a wrong ftep in Policy, «for the 
Nobles or, Commons to carry, their En- 


deavours after Power fo far,as to 
overthrow the Balance: And it would 


_be enough to; damp their warmth ‘in 
fuch Parfuies, if they could once re- 
fleét,. that in {uch a Courfe they will be 
{ure to run upon the very Rock, they 
-meant to avoid, which I fuppofe they 
would have us. think is the Tyranny 
of a fingle Perfon, | 


MANY Examples might be, pro- 


.duced ofthe Endeavours from each of 
thefe three Rivals, after abloluce Pow- 
~ers Buel -thall fait. my Difcourfe ‘to 
»the Time f am Writing it; and) Relate 
only {uch Diffentions between the No- 
bles and -Comnons, with the \Confe- 


quences 
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‘quences of them, in Greece and Rome, 
wherein the latter were the Aggreflors. 


I fhall begin with Greece, where my 
Obfervations thal! be confin’d to. d- 
thens, tho’ feveral,inftances might be 
brought from other States thereof. 


CHAP. II. 


Of the. ‘Diffentions in Aw 
thens, between the Few 
and the Many. 


AESEOUS is the fir who is 

_ Mt Recorded with any appearance 
of Truth to have brought the Grecians 
from a barbarous manner. of Life a- 
mong. {cattered Villages, into Cities: 
and to have eftablifh’d the Popular 
State in Athens, afligning to himfelf 
the Guardianthip of the Laws, and 
chief Command in War. He was 
C20 forced 


monte! 


a 


Contefts and Diffentions ; 


forced atter tome time to leave the - 


Athenians to their own meafures, npon 
account of their feditious Temper, 
which ever contiou’d with them all 
the final Diffolution of their’ Govern- 
ment by the Romans. It feems, the 
Country about Attica was the molt Bar- 
ren of any in Greeces through which 
means it happened «chat the Natives 
were never expelled by the Fury of 
Iavaders,.( who. thought. it not worth 
a Conqueft) but continued always 
Aborigines; and therefore retained 
through all Revolutions,a tin@ure of 
that curbulent Spirit. wherewith thetr 
Government began. This Inftitution 
of Thefews appears to have been rather 
a fort of mixt Monarchy than a popu- 
lar State, and for ought we know, 
might continue fo during the Series:of 
Kings till the Death of Codrws, “From 
this laft Prince, Solon was {aid tovbe 
defcended; who finding the People 
engaged in two violent Factions, of 
the Poor and the Rich, and in great 
confufions thereupon; fefufing the 
Monarchy which was offered him, 
~chofe rather to caft the Government 
“after anotheriModel, wherein he made 
ie due 


due provifion for fettling the Balance 


of Power , chufing a Senate of 400, 
and difpofing the \Magiftractes and 
Offices according to Mens Eftates 
leaving to the Multitude their Vates 
in Electing, and the Power of judging 
certain Procefles. by Appeal. This 
Council of 400 was chofen, roo out 
of each Tribe, and feems to have been 
a Body Reprefentative of the Peoples 
tho’ the People collective rferved a 
fhare of Power to themfelves. Ik isa 
Point of Hiftory perplexed enough; 
but chus much is certain, that the Ba- 
lance of Power was ~provided for; 
elfe Pyffiratus, (called by Authors 
the Tyrant of Athexs ) could never 
have govern’d fo peaceably:as he did, 


HE 
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* without changing any of Solon’s Laws. + serod?. 
Thefe feveral Powers, together with 4-1. 


that of the Archoy, or Chief Magi- 
ftrate, made up the Form of Govern- 
ment in Athens, at what time it began 
to appear upon the. Scene of Action 
and Story. 


THE firft great Man bread up un- 
derthis Inftitution was Msltiades, who 
lived about Ninety Years afrer Solow, 
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and is reckon’d to have been the firft 
great Captain not only of Athens, but 
of all Greece. From the time of Mil- 
tiades to that of Phocion, who is look’d 
upon as the laft famous’ General of 
Athens, are about 130 ‘years; After 
which they were fubdued and infulted 
by Alexander's Captains, and’ conti- 
nued under feveral Revolutions a {mall 
truckling State of no Name or RKepu- 
tation, till they fell with the reft of 
Greece under the Power of the Ro-’ 
MANS. 


DURING this Period from Mil- 
tiades to Phocion, ¥ thal) trace the Cons 
duct of the Athenians, with relation 
to their Diffentions between the Peo- 
ple and (ome of ‘their Generals} who 
at that time by their Power and Cre- 
dit inthe Army, in @ Warlike Com- 
tonwealth, ‘and often fepported by! 
each other, were with the Magiftrates 
and other Civil Officers, a fort: of 
Counterpoife to the Power of the Peo- 
ple, who fince the Death of Solon had 
already made great Encroachments. 
Whar thefeDiflentions were, how 
founded, and what the Confequences 
Pare eg geal Tee es aa 
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of them, { fhall briey and impartial- 
ly Relate. 


Limuft: here premife, that'the Nobles 


in Athens being not at this time a Cor-- 


porate Affembly that I can gather; 
therefore the Refentments of the Com- 
mons were ufually turned again{t par- 
ticular Pexsfons, and by way of Arti-: 
cles or Impeachment. Whereas, . the 
Commons in Reme, and fome other 
States, (as will appear in proper Place) 
tho’ they followed this Method upon 
occafion, yet generally purfued the 
Enlargement of their Power, by more 
fet Quarrels ‘of one entire ‘Afflembly 
again{ft another. However, the Cu- 
{tom of particular Impeachments being 
not ltmited to former Ages, any more 
than that of general Struggles and Dil- 
fentions betwixt fix’d Affemblies of 
Nobles and Commons; And the Ruin 
of Greece having been owing to the 
former, as that- of Rome was to the 
Jatter ; I fhall treat on both exprefly 5 
that thofe States who are concerned 
in either (if at leaft, there be any 
fuch now in the World) may by ob- 
ferving the Means and the Ifues of 
i Cab former 
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| “former Diffentions; learn whether the 


Caules are alike in ‘theirs, andiif they 
find them to be fo, may ‘confider whe- 
ther they ought not pay to apprehend 
the fame Effects. | ) 


TO (peak of every particular Per- 
fon impeach’d ‘by.the Commons of. A- 
thens; within the compafs: defigned, 
would introduce the Hiftory of almoft 
every great Man they had among them. 
I fhall therefore take notice only. of: 
Six, who living in that Period of Time 
when Athens was at the height of its 
Glory. (as indeed it could. not be 
otherwife while fuch Hands were at 
the Helm). tho’ impeach'd for high 
Grimes and. Mifdemeanours ,., {uch as 
Bribery, Arbitrary Proceedings, mifap- 
plying or imbefling publick Funds, ill 
Condud at Sea, and:the ‘like, were ho- 
noured and lamented by their Country, 
as the Prefervers of it, and have had 
the Veneration of all Ages fince. paid 
jut! y to their Memorisss. | 


MILTIADES was one. of the 
Athenian Generals: againtt the Perfian 
Power, and the famous Victory at 


Mara- 
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Marathon was chiefly owing to his Va- 
lour and Conduct. Being fent fome 
time after to reduce the Iland Paros, 
he miftook a great Fire at diftance, 
for the Fleet, and being no ways:a 
Match for them, fer Sail for Athens ; 


at his Arrival he was impeach'd by the. 


Commons for Treachery, tho’ not 
ableto appear by reafon of his Wounds, 
fined 30000 Crowns, and died in Pri- 
fon. Tho’ the Confequences. of this 
Proceeding upon'the Affairs of Athen., 
were no otherwife'than by the untime- 
ly>Lofs of fo great and good a Man, 
yet I could not forbear relating it.) 


' THEDR next great Man was AR J- 
STi DES: Befides the mighty Service 
he had done his Country in the Wars; 
he was a Perfon of «the ftricteft Juftice, 
and beft acquainted with the Laws as 
well. as Forms of their Government, 

o that he was in a manner the Chan- 
cellor of Athens. . This Man upon a 
flight and falfe Accufation’ of favour- 
ing Arbitrary Power, was banifh’d by 
Oftracifm 3; which rendered into mo- 
dern Exglifh, would fignify. that they 
voted he fhould be removed from 9 

res 
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Prefence ands Conscious ouncils., for ever.» But; 


however, they had. the ;-Wit to recal:! 
him, and to that Aétion owed tbe Pre-:) 
fervation of. their State by. his future 
Services: For it mult be {till confefled: 
in behalf of the Athenian People, that 
they never conceived themfelves per, 
fettly infallible, nor arrived: tothe 
Heights of moderz Affemblies, to make 
Obftinacy confirm what fudder Heat 
and Temerity began. They thought’ 
it not below the Dignity, of an Affem- 
bly to endeavour at correcting an il, 
Step; at lea{t to repent, tho’ it-often 
fell out too late. 


THEMISTOCLES. was at. fir 
a Commoner himfelf, It was he. that 
raifed the Atheniaws to their Greatnefs 
at Sea, which he thought. to be the 
true and con{tant Intereft.of that Com- 
monwealth ; and the famous. Naval 
Victory over the Perfians at Salamis, 
was owing to his Conduct. It feems 


‘the People obferved fomewhat’ of 


Haughtinefs in his, Femper and. Beha- 
viour, and therefore banifht him:for 
five Years; but finding fome flight 
matter of Accufation . again him; 
«: they 
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they {ent to feize his Perfon, and he 
hardly efcaped to the Perfian Courts 
from whence if the love of his Country 
had not furmounted its bafe Ingrati- 
tude to him, he had many Invitations 
to return at the Head of the Perfian 
Fleet, and take a terrible Revenge; 
But he rather chofe a voluntary Death. 


FHE People of Athens Impeached 
PERICLES for Mifapplying the Publick 
Revenues to his own Private Ufe. He 
had been a Perfon of great Defervings 
from the Republick, was an adwirable 
Speaker, and very Popular,’ His Ac- 
counts were confufed, and he could not 
then give them up; therefore meerly 
to divert that Difficulty, and the Con- 
fequences of it, ‘he was forced to en- 
gage his Country in the Peloponnefian 
War, the longe(t that ever'was known 
in Greece, and which ended in the 
utter Ruin of Athens. 


THE fame People having refolvedtg ° 
fabdue Sicily, fenta mighty Fleet under 
the command of Niciws, Lamachus, 
and -ALCIBIADES: the two former, 
Perfons of Age and Experience; the 

) | laft 
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laft a young Man of noble Birth, éx- 


cellent Education, and. .a plentiful 
Fortune. A. little before the Fleet fet 
Sail, it feems, one Night, the Stone 
Images of Mercury placed in feveral 
parts of. the City were.all pared in the 
Face: This Action the Athenians inter- 
preted for a Defignof deftroying the 
Popular State; And Alcibiades having 
been formerly noted for the like Fro- 
licks and Excurfions, was immediately 
accufed of. this. He,. whether Con- 
{cious of his Innocence, or. affured of 
the Secrecy, offered to come to his 
Tryal before he went to his Command 5 
this the Athemiazs refufeds, but as foon 
as he was got to Sicily, they fent for 
him back, .defigning to take the Ad- 
vantage, and Profecute him in the 


‘Abfence of his Friends, and, of .the 


Army, where he was very Powerful. 
It feems, he underltood the Refent- 
mentsof a Popular Affembly too well 
to tru(t them; and therefore inftead 
of returning, efcaped to Sparta 5 where 
his defires of Revenge prevailing over 
his Love to his: Country, he became 
its greateft Enemy. Mean while, the 
Athenians before Sicily, by the Death 
of 
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of one Commander, and the Super- 
ftition, Weaknefs, and perfect ill Con- 
duc& of the other, were utterly de- 
ftroyed, the whole Fleet taken, a mi- 
ferable Slaughter made of the Army, 
whereof hardly one ever returned. 
Some time after this, Alcibizdes was 
recalled upon his own Conditions, by 
the’ Neceffities. of “the People; and 
made chief Commander at Sea and 
Land; but his Lieutenant engaging 
again{t his pofftive Orders, and being 
beaten by Lyfander , Alcibiades was 
again difgraced and banifhed: How- 
ever, the Athenians having loft all 
Strength and Heart fince their Misfor- 
tune at Sicily, and ‘now deprived of 
- the only Perfon that was able to te- 
cover their Lofles, repentof their Rath- 
nefs, and endeavour in vain for his 
Reftoration, the Perfan Lieutenant, 
to whofe Protection he fled, making 
Him a Sacrifice to the Refentments of 
Liyfander the General of the Lacedemo- 
nians, who now reduces all the Do- 
minions of the Athenians, takes the 
City, races their Walls, ruins their 
Works, and changes the Formof their 
Government 5 which though again re- 
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ftored for fome time by. Thrafybulus 
(as their Walls were rebuilt by Conon ) 
yet here we muft date the Fall ofthe 
‘Athexian Greatnefs; the Dominion and 
chief Power in Greece, from that, Pe- 
tiod, to the time of Alexander the 
Great, which was about fifty, Years, 
being divided between. the. Spartans 
and Thebans. Though Philip, Alexan- 
ders Father (the mot Chriftian King 
| il of that Age) had indeed fome time 
: before begun to break in upon the Re- 
|) publicks of Greece, by Conqueft or 
; ie Bribery 5 particularly dealing large Mo- 
MN ney among. fome Popular Orators,. by 
> i which. he brought many of them, 
i (as the term of Art was then). to 
Philippize. A dial 


IN the time of , Alexander and his 
Captains, the. Atheians were offered 
an. Opportunity of. preferving. their 
Liberty, and. being reftored. to their 
former State; but the wife Turn they 
thought to-give the Matter, was by an 

wa Impeachment and Sacrifice, of the Au- 
5 ii. thor, to hinder the Succefs. . For, af- 

nl ter the Deftruétion of Thebes by Alex- 
ander ; this Prince defigning the Con- 
| ? queft 


queft of Athens, was prevented by 
PHOCION the»Athenian General, ‘then 
Ambaflador frem that State; who by 
his ‘oreat Wifdom .and Skill at Negoti- 
ations ,~ diverted: Alexander from: his 
Defign, and reftored the Athenians to 
his Favour. The very fame Succefs he 
had) with Autipater after’ Alexander's 
‘Death, at which time the Government 
was new regulated by Solon’s Laws: 
But’ Polyperchox, in hatred to. Phocion, 
having by Order of the young King 
( whofe Governour he was’) reftoted 
thofe whom: Phocioz ‘had: banithed ; 
‘the: Plot fucceeded, Phocion' was. ac- 
‘cufed by Popular Orators, ‘and put to 
Death. : 


THUS owas the moft powerful 
“Commonwealth of all Greece, after 
great degeneracies from the Inf{titution 
of Solon, utterly deftroyed: by» that 
rafh;. jealous; and) inconftant humour 
of the People, which .was never fatif- 
fied to fee.a General either Vidforiogs or 
Unfortunate’; fach ill Judges, as well 
as Rewarders, have Popular Affemblies 
been, of thofe who beft deferved from 
them: Tesi ia 
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NOW. the Circumftance which 
makes thefe Examples of more Im- 
portarice, is, that this very Power of 
the People in Athens, claimed fo. con- 
fidently for an inherent Right, and)ia- 
fifted on as the amdoubted. Privilege of 


-an Athenian born, was the rankeft En- 
scroachment imaginable, and the grof- 
-feft Degeneracy from the Form -that 


Solon \eft them. In fhort, their:'Go- 
vernment was grown into a Dominatio 
plebis, or Tyranny of the People, who 


-by degrees had broke and overthrew 


the Ballance which that Legiflator had 
very well fixed and provided for. 
This appears not only from what has 
been already faid of that Law-givers 
but more manifeftly from a Paflage in 
Diodorus; who tells us, That Antipa- 
ter one of Alexander's, Captains, abro- 


»guted the Popular Goverament ( inif- 


thens) and reftored the power of Saffra- 
ges and Magiftracy, to fuch only.as were 
worth two thoufand Drachmuas, by which 
means, ( fays be _) that Republick came 
to be [again | adeinifired by the Laws 
of Solon. By this Quotation, tis ma- 
nifeft, that great Author look’d upon 

Solon’s 
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. Continuance worth obferving. 


I might eafily produce many more 


Examples, but thefe are fufficient : and - 


it may be worth the Readers time to 
reflect a little upon the Merits of the 
Caufe, as well as of the Men who had 
been thus deale with by their Country. 
I fhall direct him no further than by 
repeating, that Ari/fides was the mott 
renowned by ‘the People themfelves 
for his exact juftice and Knowledge iz 
the Law. That Theviftocles wasa mott 
fortunate Admiral, and had got 2 
migity Victory over the great King of 
Perfia’s Fleets; That Pericles was an 
able’ Minifter of State, an excellent Orga: 
tor, and a Man of Letters ; And laftly, 
that Phocion, befides the Succefs of 
his Arms, was alfo renowned for his 
Negotiations abroad, having in av Em- 
baffy brought, the greateft Monarch of the 
World at that time, to the Terms of an 
honourable Peace, by which his Country 
was preferved, 


D I thall 


Solon’s Inftitution, and a Popular Go- i 
vernment to be two ditferene Things. 
And as for this Reftoration by Antic 
pater, it had neither Confequence nor 
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{ (hall conelude my Remarks upon 
Aibexs, with the Character given us 
ig of that People by Polybins. About this 
i) ‘time ( fays be) the Athenians were Go- 
| at verned by two Men, quite funk in their 
A Affairs 5 had little or no Commerce with 
Hai the reft of Greece, and were become great 
Reverencers of Crown’d Heads. 


iil 
i FOR from the time of Alexander's 
| Captains, till Greece was {ubdued by 
the Romans (to the latter part of 
:| which this Defcription of Polybigs falls 
Ay in) Athens never produced one famous 
ah Man either for Couafels or Arms, of 
ai hardly for Learning. And indeed it 
a was a dark infipid Period through all 
MW Greece: for except the Achaianm League 
Polys under Aratys and Philopemen, and the 
endeavours of -Agis and Cleomenes to 
reftore the State of Sparta, fo frequent- 
ly harraffed by Tyrannies occafioned, 
| by the Popular Pradtifes of the Ephori; 
q there was very litrle worth Recording. 
vil All which Confequences may perhaps 
| Mh be juftly imputed to this Degeneracy 
a) of Athezs. 
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CHAP.’ 


OTLA PELL. 


Of the Diffentions between 
the ‘Patricians and Ple= 
beians in Rome, with 
the Confequences they had 
upon that State, 


H*. ING inthe foregoing Chap- 
ter confined my felf to the Pro- 
ceedings of the Commons, only by 
the Method of IJmpeachments againtt 
particular Perfons, with the fatal Ef- 
fects they had upon the State of Athens; 
I {hall now treat of the Diffentions at 
Rome between the People and the 
Colle&ive Body of the Patrictans or 
Nobles. It is a large Subje&, but I 
fhall draw it into as narrow a Compafs 
as I can. 
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AS Greece from the moft antient 
Accounts we have of it, was divided 
into feveral Kingdoms, fo was moft 
part of Italy into feveral petty Com- 
monwealths. And as thofe Kings in 
Greece are faid to have been depofed 
by their People upon the Score of their 
Arbitrary Proceedings 5 fo on the con- 
trary, the Commonwealths of Italy 
were all fwallowed’ up, “and conclu- 
ded in the Tyranny of: the Roman 
Emperors. However, the Ditterences 
between thofe Grecian Monarchies , 
and Italian Republicks, were not very 
great: For, by the Accounts Homer 
gives us of thofe Greciaz Princes who 
came to the Siege of Troy, as well as 
by feveral Paffages in the Odyffes 5 ~ it 
is manifeft, that the Power of thefe 
Princes in their feveral States’, was 
much of a fize with that of the Kings 
in Sparta, the Archon at Athens; the 
Suffetes at Carthage} and the Confuls 
in Rowe: So thata limited'and “divi- 
ded Power feems to have been the moft 
ancient and inherent Principles ‘of both 
thofe People in Matters of Govern- 
ment. And fuck did that of Rome 
continue 
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continue from the time of Romulus, 
tho’ with fome interruptions, to Fu- 
livs Cefar, when it ended in the Ty- 
Yanny of a fingle Perfon. During 
which Period, (not. many Years lon- 
ger than from the Norman Conquett to 
,our Age) the Commons were grow- 
ing -by degrees into Power and Pro- 
perty, gaining Ground upon the Par 
tricians as it were Inch by Inch, till 
at Jaft they quite overturned the Ba- 
lance, leaving all Doors open. to the 
Practices of popular and ambitious 
Men, who deftroyed the Wifeft Re- 
publick, and enflaved the Nobleft Peo- 
ple that ever entred upon the Stage of 
the World. “By what Steps and De- 
grees this. was broughe to pals, _ thall 
be the Subject of. my prefent Enquiry. 


WHILE Rome was governed by 
Kings, the-Monarchy was altogether 
Elective. Roulzs himfelf, when 
had built the City, was declared King 
by the univerfal. Confent of the Peo- 
ple, and by Augury, which was then 
under{tood for Divine. Appointment. 
Among other Divifions he made of 
the People, ane was into Patricians 
D 3 and 
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and Plebeians : The former were’ like 
the Barons of Egeland fome time after 
the Conqu:ft ; and the latter are alfo 
defcribed to be almoft exactly what 
our Commons were then: For, they 
were Dependants upon the Patricians, 
whom they ¢cHofe for their Patrons 


“and Protectors, to anfwer for their 


Appearance, and defend thém in any 
Proce(fs:. They alfo fupplied their Pa- 
trons with Money in exchange for 
their Protection. This Cuftom of Pa- 


tronage, it feems, was very antient, 


and long practifed among the Greeks. 


OUT of thefe Patricians, Romulus 
chofe an hundred to be a Senate or 
Grand Council, for Advice and A fli- 
{tance to him in the’ Adminiftration. 
The Senate therefore, originally ‘con- 
fitted all of Nobles, and were of them- 
felves a Standing Council, the People 
being only convoked upon {uch Occa- 
fions as by this Inftitution of Rowulws 
fell into their Cognizance: Thofe 
were, to conflituce Magiltrates, ‘to 
give their Votes for making Laws, 
and to advife upon entring ona’ War, 
But the two former of thefe popular 
! Pris 
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Privileges were to be confirm’d by Au- 
thority of the Senate; and the lafk 
was only permitted at the King’s Plea- 
fure. This was the urmoft Extent of 
Power pretended by the Commons in 
the time of Rowulys; all the re{t be- 
ing divided between the King and the 
Senate; the whole agreeing very near- 
ly with the Conftitation of England 
for fome Centuries after the Con- 
queft. 


AFTER a Year’s interregnum from 


the Death of Romulw, the Senate of © 


their own Authority chofe a Succeffor, 
and a Stranger, meerly upon the Fame 
of his Virtue, without asking the Con- 
fent of the Commons; which Cuftom 
they likewife obferved in the two fol- 
lowing Kings. But in the Election 
of Tarquinivs Prifcws the fifth King, 
we firft hear mentionéd that it was 
done, Populi impetrat2 venia, which 
indeed was but very reafonable for a 
free People to expect; tho’ [cannot 


remember in my little reading, by what | 


Incidents they were brought to ad- 
vance fo great a Step. However it 
were, this Prince in Gratitude to the 
D 4 People 
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People ple by whofe Confent he was cho- 
fen, eleCted a hundred Senators out of 
the Commons, whofe Number. with 
former Additions was now amounted 
to three hundred. 


THE. People having once. difco- 
vered their own Strength, did foon 
take occafion to exert it, and that by 
very great Degrees. For at this King’s 
Death (who was murderd by..the 


Sons of a former ) being ata lofs for 
N 


a Succefior, Servius Lullivs, a Stranger, 


and of mean Extraction, .was chofen 
Protector of the Kingdom, . by the 
People, without. the Confent of the 
Senate; .at which the Nobles. being 
.difpleafed, he wholly applyed, him- 
felf, to gratifie the Commons, ,and 
was by them declared and confirmed 
no longer Protector but King. 


THIS. Prince firft, introduced. the 
Cuftom of giving freedom to Servants, 
fo as ta become Citizens of equal Pri- 
vileges with the reft, which very much 
contributed to encreafe the Power of 
the People. 


THUS 
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THUS ina very few Years the 
Commons proceeded fo far as to wrett 
even the Power of chufing a King, 
entirely out of the Hands of the No- 
bles: which was fo greata Leap, and 
caufed fuch a Convulfion and Struggle 
in the State, that the: Conftitution 
could not bear it 3: but Civil Diffen- 
fions. arofe, which immediately were 
followed by the Tyranny of a fingle 
Perlon, as this was by the utcer Subver- 
fon of the Regal Government, and by 
a Settlement upon a. new Foundation. 
For the, Nobles {pighted at this In- 
dignity done them by the Commons, 
firmly-united in a Body, ‘depofed this 
Prince by: plain force, and chofe Tur- 
quin the Proud, who sunning into all 
the Forms and Methods of Tyranny, 
aiter a cruel Reign was expelled byan 
univerfal Concurrence of Nobles and 
People; .whom the: Miferies of his 
Reign had reconciled. 


WHEN. the Confular Government 
began, the Balance of Power between 
the Nobles and Plebeians was fixed 
anew. » The two firft Confuls were 
: nomi- 
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nominated by the Nobles, and con- 
firmed by the Commons; and a Law 
was enacted that no Perfon fhould 
bear any Magiftracy in Rome, injuffu 
Populi , that is, without Coufeat of the 
Commons. 
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IN ‘fuch’ turbulent Times as thefe, 
many of the poorer Citizens had con- 
tracted numerous Debts, either to the 
richer fort among themfelves, orto - 
nl Senators and other Nobles: and the 
fii! Cafe of Debtors in Rome, for the firft 
i x 4p Ure four * Centuries, was, after’ the fet 
At condita. time for Payment, no Choice but. ei- 
Hil ther to pay or be the Creditor’s Slave. 

Atl In this Junéture the Commons quit the 
ae City in Mutiny and Difcontent, and 
| will not return but upon condition to 
be acquitted of all their Debts; and 
moreover, that certain Magiftrates be 
. chofen yearly ; whofe Bufinefs it fhail 
qi be to defend the Commons from In- 
| in] juries. Thefe are called Tribunes of 
a the People, their Perfons are held Sa- 

Hil) cred and Jnviolable, and the People 
| bind themfelves by Oath never to 
yi abrogate the Office. By thefe Tri- 
i bunesin procefs of time, the People 
Hi) were 
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were grofly impofed on to ferve the 
Turns and Occafions of revengeful or 
ambitious Men, and to commit fuch 
Exorbitances as could not end, but in 
the Diflolution of the Government. 


THESE Tribunes a Year or two 
after their Inftitution kindled great 
Diffentions between the Nobles and 
the Commons, on the account of Co- 
violanys, a Nobleman, whom the fat- 
ter had Impeached, and the Confequen- 
ces of whofe Impeachment (if T had 
not confined my felf to Grecian Ex- 
amples for that part of my Subject 5 
had like to have been fo fatal to their 
State. And from this time the Tri- 
bunés began a Cuftom of accufing to 
the People whatever Noble they pleas‘d, 
feveralof whom were Banifh’d or pur 
to Death in every Age. 


AT this time the Romans were very 
much engaged in Wars with their 
Neighbouring States; but upon the 
Jeaft Intervals of Peace, the Quarrels 
‘between the Nobles and the Plebeians 
‘would revive; and one of the moft 
frequent Subjects of their Differences 
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was the Conquered Lands, which. the 
Commons «would fain. have divi- 
ded. among. the Publick; but the 
Senate could«not be brought to give 
their Confent.. For feveral of the wi- 
feft among | the Nobles began to appre- 
hend. the. growing Power of the Peo- 
ple; and therefore knowing what an 
Acceffion thereof would accrue to them 
by {uch an» Addition of » Property, 
ifed all means to:prevent it: Kor this 
thea ‘npian Family was moft noted, and 

her upon moft hated by. the Com- 
mons. One of them having madea 
Speech again{t this Divifion of Lands, 
was Impeach’diby the People of High 
Treafon, .and a Day appointed for his 
Tryals but difdaining to make his De- 
fence, chofe rather :the ufval Rowaz 
Remedy. of killing, himfelf: . Atter 
whofe Death the Commons prevailed, 


-and the Lands were divided among 


them. 


THIS poiot was no fooner gained, 
but new Diffenfions began: For the 
Plebeians would fain have a Law, En- 
acted, to lay all,Mens Rights and, Pri- 
vileges upon the {ame level 5 and to 
enlarge 
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enlarge the Power of every Magittra ate 
within his own Jurifdiction, as much 
as that of the Confuls. The Tribunes 
alfo obtained to have their Number 
doubled, which before was Five, and 


the Author tells us, that their Tnfo-Dinst 
lence and Power a nearel with their 


Number, and the Seditions were alfo 
doubled with ir. 


BY the beginning’ of the Fourth 
Century from the Building of Rome, 
the Tribunes proceeded fo far in the 
name of the Commons, as to accufe 
and fine the Confuls themfelves, who 
reprefented the Kingly Power. And 
the Senate obferving,’ how inall Con- 
tentions they were fore’d’ to yield to 
the Tribunes and People, thought it 
their wifeft courfe to give way alfo to 
Time: Therefore a De cree was ‘made 
to fend Ambafladérs to Athens. and 
to the other Grecian allt wealths 
planted in that’ part of Italy, call’d 
Grecia Major, to renhte aC BIE ion of 
the beft Laws; our of which and 
fome of their own, a new complete 
Body of Law was fort ted, afterwards 

| known 
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known by the name of the Laws of the 
Twelve Tables. 


T O digeft thefe Laws into Order, 
Ten Men were Chofen, and the Admi- 
niftration of all Affairs left in their 
Hands; what ufe they made of it has 
been already fhewn. It was certainly 
a great Revolution, produced entirely 
by the many unjuft Encroachments of 
the People; and might have wholly 
changed the Fate of Rome, if the Fol- 
ly and Vice of thofe who were chiefly 
concern’d, could have fuffered it to 
take Root. 


A few Years after, the Commons 
made further Advances on the Power 
of the Nobles; demanding among the 
reft, chat the Confulfhip, which hi- 
therto had only been difpofed to the 
former, fhould now lie in common to 
the Pretenfions of any Rowaz what- 
foever. This, tho’ it fail’d at pre- 
fent, yet afterward obtain’d, and was 
a mighty Step to the Ruin of the Com- 
monwealth. 
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WHAT I have hitherto {aid of 
Rome has been chiefly Collected out of 
that exact and diligent Writer Dio. 
nyfius Halicarnaffews; whole Hiftory 
(thro the injury of time) reaches no 
farther than to the beginning of the 
fourth Century after the Building of 
Rome. The reft I fhall fupply from 
other Authors ; tho’ I do not think i¢ 
neceflary to deduce this Matter any 
further, {fo very particularly as Ihave 
hitherto done. : 


TO point at what Time the Balance Wa | 
of Power was moft equally held be- a | 
tween the Lords and Commons in Rome, i 
would perhaps admit a Controverfie, 
Polybivs tells us, that in the fecond Fragm. 
Punick War, the Carthaginians were” ¢ 
declining, becaufe the Balance was got 
too much on the fide of the People ; 
whereas the Romans were in their 
greate{t Vigour, by the Power remain- 
ing in the Senate; yet this was be- 
tween Twoand Three Hundred Years 
after the Period Diony/iws ends with ; nf 
in which time the Commons had made Wa 
feveral further Acquifitions, This hs 

however ! 
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however mutt be granted, that (til 
about the middle of the fourth Cen- 
tury ) when the Senate appeared refo- 
lute at any time upon exerting their 
Authority, and adhered clofely toge- 
ther, they did often carry their point. 
Befides, it is obferved by the beft Au- 
thors, that in all the Quarrels and Tu- 
mults at Rowe, from the expulfion of 
the Kings; tho’ the People frequently 
proceeded to rude contumelious Lan- 
guage, and fometimes fo far as to pull 
and hale one another about the Forum 5 
yet no Blood was ever drawn in any 
popular Commotions till the time of 
the Gracchi.. However, 1 am» of O- 
pinion, that the Balance had begun 
many years before to lean to the popu- 
lar fide ; Buc this defanle was corrected, 
partly by the Principle juft mentioned, 
of never drawing Blood in.a Tumult; 
partly by the Warlike Genius of the 
People, which in thofe Ages was al- 
moft perpetually employ’d ; and part- 
ly by: their great Commanders, . who 
by the Credit they had in their Armies, 
fell into the Scales as a further coun- 
terpoile to the growing Power of ‘the 
People. » Befides,  Polybiwe, who lid 

in 
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in the time of Scipio Africans the 
younger, had the fame apprehenfions 
of the cortrinual Encroachments made 
by the Commons; and being a Per- 
fon of as great Abilities, and as much 
Sagacity as any of his Age; from ob. 
ferving the Corruptions which he fays 
had already entred into the Roman 
Conttitution, did very nearly foretél 
what would be the Ife of them. 
His Words are very remarkable, and 
with little addition may be rendred to 
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this purpofe. That thofe Abufes and Lids 


Corruptions which in time deftroy a Go- 
vernment, are fown along with the very 
Seeds of it, and both grow up together. 
And that as Kuft eats away Iron, and 
Worms devour Wood , and both are a 
fort of Plagues born and bred along with 
the fubjtance they deftroy 5 fo with every 
Form and Scheme of Goverment 
that Man can invent, fone Vice or Cor 
ruption creeps in with the wery inftituti- 
on, which grows up along with, and at 


laft deftroys it. The fame Author n Fr agin: 
another place, ventures fo far as to lth. & 


guefs at the particular Fate which would 
attend the Roman Government. He 
lays, its Ruin would arife from po- 
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pular Tumulrs, which would. intro: 
duce a Dominatio Plebis,. or Tyranny 
‘of the People 5. wherein, ‘ts,certain, he 
had reafons and therefore might have 
adventured.to purfue his conjectures.fo 
far, as.to the Confequences of a) por 
pular Tyranny, which: as perpetual 
Experience teaches, meyer fails. to.be 
followed by the Arbitrary Government 
of a fingle Perfon. bs 


About the middle of the Fourth 
Hi Century from the. Building of .Kome, 
mi * “Gt was declared lawful for Nobles and 
Mf Plebeians to intermarry ; which , Cu. 
ail {tom among many. other. States, has 
i proved the molt effectual means. to 
s) ruin the former, and raife. the, lat- 

Ta ter. 


And now the greateft Employments 
in the State were One. after another, 
by Laws forceably Enacted by the,Com.- 
| mons, toade free to the People; the 
ii Confulfbip it felf, the Office of Ceafor, 
iy | that of the Queffors, or Commilfioners 
Hl of she Treafury, the Office of Pretor, 
sill or Chief Juftice, the Prie/thood, and 
a) even that of Dzdator. The Senate 
| after 
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atten long Oppofiticn, yielding meerly 
for preferit quiet to the continual ur- 
ging Clamours.of the Commons, and 
of the «Iribumes their Advocates. A 
Law was likewife Enaéted, © that the 
Plebifcita,, or A Vote ‘of the Honfe of 
Commons; fhould be of univerfal Ob- 
ligation!; © ‘nay in time the method of 
Enacting Laws. was wholly inverted : 
For whereas the Senate ufed ‘of old 
to confirm the Plebifcita ; the People Dionyl. Hal: 
did ‘at laftas they pleafed; \coafirm or“ 2: 
difanul the Senatufconfulta: 


APPIUS CLAUDIUS broughe if 
in a Cuftom of admitting to the Se- ti 
nate the Sons of Freéd Men, or of 
fuch whovhad once been Slaves; by 
which, and fucceeding alterations of 
the like nature, that great Council de» 
generated into a moft corrupt and 
factious Body ef Men, divided againtt 
it felf 5 and its Authority became def. 
pis'd. 
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tothe end of the third Punick War by ie 
the deftruction of Carthage, was a very Wl 
bufie Period at Rome: The Intervals me 
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between every, War being fo fhort; that 
the Tribunes and People had hardly 
Letfure or Breath to engage in Do- 
meftick Diffentions; However, the 
little time they could fpare, was'ge- 
nerally employ’d the fame way. So 
Terentivs Leo, a Tribune, is recorded 
to have bafely proftituted the Privile- 
ges of a Rowan Citizen, in perfect 
fpight to the Nobles. So the great 
African Scipio and his Brother, after 
all their mighty Services were [m- 
peached by an ungrateful Commons. 


HOWEVER, the Warlike Ge- 
nius ef the People, and continual 
Employment they had for ir, ferved 
to divert this Humor from. running 
into a. Head, till the Age of the Grac- 
chi. 


r THESE Perfons entring the Scene 
in the time of a full Peace, fell vio- 
lently upon advancing the Power of 
the People, by reducing into practice 
all chofe Encroachments which. they 
had been fo many years a gaining. 
There were at that time certain Con- 

guered Lands, to be divided, befidea 

) , great 


TFhefe che Tribunes, by procurement 
of the elder Gracchws, declared by their 
Legiflative Authority, were not to be 
difpofed of by the Nobles, but by the 
Commons only. The younger Brother 
purfued the fame defign; and befides, 
obtained a Law, thatall Italians fhculd 
vote at Elections, as well as. the Citi- 
zens of Rowe: in fhort, the whole 
Endeavours of them both perpetually 
turned upon retrenching the Nobles 
Authority in all things, but efpecially 
in the matter of Judicature. And 
tho they both loft their Lives in thofe 
purfuits, yet they traced out fuch ways 
as were afterwards followed by Ma- 
rivs, Sylla, Pompey, and Cefar, to the 
Ruin of the Rowan freedom and great- 
nels, 


FOR, in the time of Marivs, Sa- 


Surninws a Tribune procur’d a Law 


that the Senate fhould be bound by 
Oath to agree to whatever the People 
would Ena&; And Marivs himfelf, 
while he was in that Office of Tribune 
is recorded to have with great Induftry 
ufed all Endeavours for deprefling the 
E 3 Nobles 
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Nobles, and raifing the People; par- 
ticularly for cramping the former in 
their Power of Judicature, which was 
their moft ancient and inherent Right. 


SY L L‘A,:by the fame meafures be- 
came perfe&t Tyrant of Rome 5 He 
added Three Hundred Commons tothe 
Senate, which perplexed the’ Power 
of the whole Order, and «wendred’ it 
inefieQual; then flinging off the Mask; 
he abolifhed the:Ofice of ‘Tribune, as 
being only a Scaffold ‘to: Tyranny, 
whereof -he had no further :ute. 


AS! to Powpey and Cafar; Plutarch 
cells us, that their: union for ‘pulling 
déwn the Nobles, «C by» them credit 
with the People) «was the: caufe of 
the Civil War, which ended in the 
Tyranny of the latter; bothof them 
mm their Confulfhips having -uled all 
endeavours and occafions for finking 
the Authority of the Patricians, and 
giving way ‘tovall Encroachments' of 
the People, wherein they! expected 
beft to find their own’ Accounts; 9" 
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“FROM this deduction of popular 
Encroachments in Rome; the Reader 
will eafily judge how much the Ba- 
lance was fallen upon that fide. In- 
deed'by this time the very foundation 
was removed,. and it was a moral 
impoflibility that the Republick could 
fubfift’'any longer. For the Commons 
Raving ufurped the Office of ‘the State, 
and trampled on the Senate, there was 
no Government left but a domivxatio 
Plebis : Let us therefore examine how 
they proceeded in this conjuncture. 


I think itis an univerfal Truth, that 
the People are much more dexterous 
at pulling down and fetting up, than 
at preferving what is fixt; And they 
are not fonder of feizing’ more than 
their own, than they are of delivering 
jt up again to the wort Bidder, with 
their own into the bargain. 
ia their corrupt Notions of Divine 
Worfhip, they are apt to multiply 
their Gods; yet their Earthly Devo- 
tion is feldom paid to above one Idol 
at “a time, of their own Creations 
whofe Oar they pull with lefs mur- 
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muting ng and much more Skill than 
when they jbare the Leading, or even 
bold the Helm. 


T HE feveral Provinces of the, Ro- 
gan Empire were now Govern’d. by 
th:. great Men of their State ; ..thofe 
upon the Frontiers, with . power- 
ful Armies, either for Conquelt.or De- 
fence. Thefe Governors upon. any 
defigns of Revenge. or. Ambition, 
were {ure to meet with a divided Pow- 
er at home, and therefore bent /all 
their Thoughts and Applications to 
clofe in with the People, who were 
now by many degrees the. ftronger 
Party. Two of the greateft. Spirits 
that Rome ever produced, happen’d. to 
Jive at the fame time, and to. be, en- 
g28¢d in. the fame Purfuits and this 

a juncture the moft dangerous for 
fach a Conteft. Thefe,were Pompey 
and Cefar, two Stars of fuch a Mag- 
nitude, that their Conjundion was as 
likely to be Fatal as.cheir Oppofition. 


THE Tridynes and People having 
now Subdued all Competitors, began 


the laf game of a prevalent Populace, 
which 
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which is that of chufing themfelves 


a Mater; while the Nobles forefaw, 
and ufed all endeavours left them, to 
prevent it. The People at firft made 
Pompey their Admiral with full power 
over all the Mediterranean; foon after 
Captain General of all the Roman For- 
ces, and Governor of Affa. Pompey 
on the other fide reftored the Office of 
Tribune, which Sylla had put downs 
and in his Confulfhip procur'd a Law 
for examining into the Mifcarriages of 
Men in Office or Command for Twenty 
Years paft. Many other Examples of 
Pompeys Popularity are left us on Re- 
cord, who was a perfect Favourite of 
the People, and defign’d to be more ; 
but his pretenfions grew ftale, for 
want of a.timely opportunity of in- 
troducing them upon the Stage. For 
Cefar, with his Legions in Gaul, was 
a perpetual Check upon his Defigns ; 
and in the Arts of pleafingthe People, 
did foon after get many Lengths be- 
yond him. For he tells us himfelf 
that the Senate by a bold effort having 
made fome fevere Decrees again{t his 
Proceedings, and againft the Tribunes; 
thefe all left the City and went over 
to 
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to his. Party, and, confequently along 
with them, the Affections and Inte 
refts of the Peoples «whichis further 
manifeft trom» the Accotints ihe: gives 
us of the | Citizens im feveral: Towns, 
mutining againft «their, Commanders; 
andi delivering both oto ‘his Devotion? 
Befides, Cafar’s publick «and avowed 
Pretentions for beginning «the Civil- 
War, were to reftore che Pribunesand 
the People, oppreft(‘as. he : preten+ 
ded )..by the Nodles. » TH 


THIS. forced: Pompey again{t his 
Inclinations, upon ithe: Neceflity» of 
changing fides, for fear of being forfa- 
ken by both s and of clofing in with the 
Senate-and chief Magiftratesy by whom 
he was chofen General again{t Cafari 


THUS at Jength, the Serate «(at 
Jeaft. the Primitive partcof them, the 
Nobles ) under: Poyspey7? and the Com 
mons under! Cefar,icame toa final De- 
cifionof the! long. Quarrels between 
then.” :Pory bthink,y the Ambition of 
private ‘Men, did by ‘mo: means. begin 
or. occafion this: Wars* though Civil 
Diffentions never! failof: introducing 
and 
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and {piriting the Ambition: of private 
Men; who ‘thus *becaine’ indeed: 'the 
great Inftrurments for.deciding of -fuch 
Quarrels; and at Jaft are {ure to {eize 
on the Prize. © But? no Man that {ees 
a Flock of Valtures hovering over two 
Armies ready to engage, can juftly 
charge''the Blood’ drawn in’ the Battle 
tovthem, though the Carcafes'fall to 
their fhare.. For!while the Balance of 
Power is equally held, the ‘Ambition 
of private “Men ‘whether *Orators or 
great Commanders, gives neither Dan- 
ger-nor Fear, nor can poffibly enflave ia } 
their: Country's but ‘That once broken, Tt 
the divided Parties ate forced to unite 
each to! its Head, ‘under ‘whofe Con- 
duct or Fortune one fide i at‘ firft Vi- 
ctorious, and at ‘aft both are Slaves: 
And to put ie paft difpute, that this 
entire Subverfion of the Rowan Liber- 
ty and: Conftitution, was altogether 
owing to thofe Meafures which ‘had 
broke-the Balance bétween the Patrics- 
ansanid Plebeinws, whereof the Ambit 
tion of particular Men was but an Effect Hi i 
and: Confequence ; we need only con- ee | 
fider,” that'when the uncorrupted Part 
of the Senate, had by the Death of 
3 | Cefar 
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Cefar made one great Effort to_reftore 
their former State and Liberty 5. the 
Succefs. did not .anfwer their hopes, 
but that whole Affembly was fo funk in 
its Authority, that thofe Patriots were 
forced to fly, and give way to the Mad- 
nefs of the People; who by their own 
Difpofitions ftirred up with the Ha- 
rangues of their Orators, were now 
wholly bent upon Single and Defpo- 
tick Slavery. . Elfe, how could fuch a 
Profligate as Avtomy, or a Boy of 
eighteen, like Oaviws, ever dare to 
dream of giving the Law to fuch an Ems 
pireand People? wherein the latter fuc- 
ceeded, and entailed the vileft Tyranny 
that Heaven in its Anger ever inflicted on 
2 Corrupt and Poifon’d People. And 
this, with fo little Appearance at Ca- 
far3 Death, that when Cicero wrote to 
Brutus, how he had prevailed by. his 
Credit with O&avins, to promife him 
(Brutus) Pardon and Security for his 
Perfon; that Great Roman received the 
Notice with the utmoft Indignity, and 
returned Cicero an Anfwer (yet upon 
Record) full of the higheft Refent- 
ment and Contempt for fuch an Offer, 


and from fach a Hand. 
| HERE 


in ATHENS and Rome. 


HERE ended all Shew or Shadow 
of Liberty in Rome. Here was the 
Repofitory of all the wife Contentions 
and Struggles for Power, between the 
Nobles and Commons, lapt up fafely 
in the Bofom of a Nero and a Caligula, 
a Tiberiws and a Domitian. 


LET us now fee from this De- 
duction of particular Impeachments, 
and general Diffenfions in Greece and 
Rome, what Conclufions may natural- 
ly be formed for Inftrution of any o- 
ther State, that may haply upon 
many Points labour under the like Cir- 
cumftances. 
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rPON. the Suabjec& of Impeach, 
ments we may obdferve,: that the 
Cuftom of accufing the Nobles to the 
People, either by themfelves or their 
Orators, (now {tiled Ax. Impeachment 
in the Nawe-of the Cormons.) has been 
very antient both in Greece and Kome, 
as well as Carthage ; and therefore may 
feem to be the inherent Right of a free 
People; nay perhaps it is really for 
But then, ir is to be. confidered,, Firfk, 
that this Cuftom was peculiar to Re- 
publicks, or fach States where theAdmi- 
ni(tration was principally in the Hands 
of the Commons, and ever raged more 
or lefs according to their Encroach- 
ments upon abfolute Power; having 
been always lookt upon by the wifeft 
Men, and beft Authors of thofe times, 
as an Effect of Licentioufnefs, and not 
of Liberty; a Diftin@ion which no 
Multitude either Reprefented or Colle- 
Give, has been at any time very Nice 
in obferving. However, perhaps this 
Cuftom 
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Cuftom in:a Popular State, of Impeach- 
ing particular Men, may feem):to. be 
nothing elfe but the Peoples chufing 
upon: Occafien; -tovexercife their-own 
Jurifdi@ion.in’ Petfon, as if a King: of 
Ewgland (hould fitas Chief Jattice in 
his Court of King’s Bench, which they 
fay, )in former: :times, . he: fometimes 
dids Butin: Sparta, which was called 
akingly Government, though the Peo- 
ple-were perfectly free, yet becaufe the 
Adminiftration was; inthe two Kings; 
and the Ephoré (with the Affiftance of 
the Senate) we read: of no Impeach- 
ments by the People;..nor was the Pro- 
cefs:againft great Men, either upon:ac- 
count; of Ambition. or ill Condua, 
though it reacht fometimes to Kings 
them{elves, ever formed that way, as 
I-can recollect: but only paft through 
thofe Hands where the Adminiftration 
lay. So likewife during the Regal Go- 
vernment in Kome, though it was in- 
ftituted a mixt Monarchy, and the Peo- 
ple made great Advances in Power ; 
yet I do not remember to have read of 
one Impeachment from the Commons 
again{t a Patrician, till the Confular 
State began, and the People had made 
Sreat 
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great Encroachments upon che Admini- 

{tration. © 


Another thing to be confidered is, 
That, allowing this Right of Impeach- 
ing to be as inherent as they pleafe: 
Yet, if the Commons have been per- 
petually miftaken in the Merits of the 
Caufes and the Perfons, as well as iin 
the Confequences of fuch Impeachments 
upon the Peace of the State; one can- 
not conclude Jefs, than that the Com- 
mons in Greece and Rome, (whatever 
they may be in other States) were by 
no means qualified either as Profecu- 
tors or Judges in fuch matters; and 
therefore, that it would have been pru- 
dent, to have referved thefe Privileges 
dormant, never to be produced. but 
upon very great and urging Occafions, 
where the State is in apparent danger, 
the univerfal Body of the People in 
Clamours againft the Adminiftration, 
and no other Remedy in view. But 
for afew Popular Orators or Tribunes 
upon the Score of Perfonal Piquess or 
to employ the Pride they conceive in feeing 
themfelves atthe Head of a Party, Or, as 


a Method for Advancement: Or, mov- 
ed 


a a Method for Advancement: Or mo- 
wed by certain powerful Arguments that 
could “make Demotthenes Philippize 5 
For fuch'Men, I fay; when the State 
would of it felf gladly be quiet, and 
has befides Affairs of the Jaft Im- 
portance; upon the Anvil, to [vpeach 
Miltiades after @ great Naval Vidory 
for not: purfuing the Perfian Fleet. To 
Impeach Ariftides, ihe Perfon moft ver- 
fed among them inthe Knowledge and 
Praétice of their Laws, for a blind fuf- 
picion of his ating in an Arbitrary way; 
( that #s,. as they expounded it, not ix 
Concert with the People.) To Impeach 
Pericles, after all “his Services for a 
few Pauliry Accounts; Or to Impeach 
Phocion, who ‘had been guilty of no 
other Crime but negotiating a Treaty for 
the’ Peace and Security of his Country: 
what could the Continuance of fuch 
Proceedings end in, but the utter Dif- 
couragements of ‘all virtuous Actions 
and Perfons, and confequently in the 
Ruin of a State? Therefore the Hi- 
{torians of thofe. Ages feldom fail to 
fet this Matter in all its Lights; lea- 
ving us the higheft and moft hono- 
RE rable 
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rable Ideas of thofe Perfons, who 
fuffered by the Perfecution of the Peo- 
ple, together with the fatal Confe- 
quences they had, and how the Perfe- 
cutors feldom failed to repent when 
it was too late. 


THESE Impeachments perpetual- 
ly falling opon many of the beft Men | 
‘both in Greece and Rowe, area Cloud 
of Witneffes, and Examples enough 
to difcourage Men of Virtue and Abi- 
Jities from engaging in the Service of 
the Publick; and help on r’other fide, 
to introduce the Ambitious, the Co- 
vetous, the Superficial, and the ill- 
defigning ; who areas apt to be Bold, 
and Forward, and Meddling, as the 
former are to be Cautious, and Mo- 
deft, and Referved. This was fo well 
known in Greece, that an Eagernefs 
after Employments in the State, was 
lookt upon by wife Men, as the worft 
Title one could fet up; and made 
Plato fay; That if all Men were as 
~ good as they ought, the Quarrel in a 
Commonwealth would be, not as it is 
now, who fhould be Minifters of State, 
but who fhould not be fo. And Socrates 
1$ 
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is introduced by | Xenophon feveralyt" 3: Me- 


chiding a Friend of his for not en- 
tring into the Publick Service, when 
he was every way qualified for it. 
Such a Backwardne(s there was at that 
time among good Men to engage with 
an uf{urping People, anda Set of prag~ 
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matical ambitious Orators. And Dio- zh tt, 


dorws tells us, that when the Petalifzz 
was erected at Syracufe, in imitati- 
on of the Offracifa at Athens, it 
was fo notorioufly levelled againtt 
all who had either Birch or Merit 
to recommend them, that whoever 
had either, withdrew for Fear, and 
would have no Concern in Publick 
Affairs. So that the People them- 
felves were forced to abrogate it for 


fear of bringing all things into Con- 
fufion. 


T HERE is one thing more to be 
obferved, wherein all the Popular Im- 
peachments i in Greece and Rome, feem 
to have agreed ; and that was, a No- 
tion they had of being concerned in 
Point of Honour to condemn what- 
ever Perfon they Impeached: however 
frivolous the Articles were upon which 
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they began, or however weak the Sur- 
mifes whereon they were to’ pfoceed 
in their Proofs.. For, to conceive, 
that the Body of the People could be 
miftaken, ‘was an Indignity not to be 
imagined, till the Confequences had’ 
convinced them when it was paft Re- 
medy. And T look upon’ this as a 
Fate to which all Popvlar Accufations 
are Subjects though I fhould think 
that the faying, Vox Populi, Vox De, 
ought to be underftood of the Uni- 
ver(al Bent and Current of a People, 
not of the bare Majority of a few Re- 
prefentatives 5 which 1s often proca- 
red by Jitile Arts, and great Induftry — 
and Application, wherein thofe who — 
engage in the Purfuits of Malice and 
Revenge, are much more Sedulous than 
fuch as would prevent them. 


F ROM what has been deduced of 
the Diffentions in Rome, between the 
two Bodies of Patricians and Ple- 
beians, feveral Reflections may be 
made. 


Firft, THAT when the Balance 
of Power is duly fixed in a State, 
nothing 


in ATHENS and Rome, 


ae ees 


‘nothing is more dangerous or unwife 


than to give way to “the firft Steps of 


‘Popular Encroachments ; eh is ufu- 
ally done either in hopes of procuring 
afe and Quiet from fome vexatious 
Clamor, or elfe made. Merchandife , 
and mecrly Bought. and Sold. This 1s, 
breaking into a Conftitution to ferve 
a prefent Expedient, or fupply a pre- 
fent Exigency : The Remedy of. an 
Empirick, to ftifle the prefent Pain, 

but with certain Profpect of fudden 
and terrible Returns. When a Child 
grows eafie and content by being hu- 
moured; and when a Lover becomes 
fatisfied by {mall Compliances, with- 
out further Purfuits; then expect to 
find Popular Affemblies content with 
{mall Conceflions. If there could one 
fingle Example be brought from the 
whole Compafs of Hiftory, of any one 
Popular Aflembly, who after begin- 
ning to contend for Power, ever fat 
down quietly with a certain Share: Or, 
if one Inftance could be produced of a 

Popular Affembly, that ever knew, or 
propofed, or declared what thare of 
Power was their due; then might 
there be fome hopes, that it were a 
Qe. Matter 
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Matrer to be adjutted, by Reafonings, 
by Conferences, or Debates: But fince 
ail that is manife(tly otherwife, I fee 
no Courfe to be taken in a fettled Srate, 
but a {teddy conftant Refolution in 
thofe to whom the reft of the Balance 
is entrufted, never to give way fo far 


to Popular Clamours, as to make 


che Jeaft Breach in the Conftitution, 
through which a Million of Abufes 
and Encroachments will certainly in 
time force their way. 


AGAIN, from this Dedudtion, it 
will not be difficult to gather and 
affign certain Marks of Popular En- 
croachments ; by obferving of which, 
thofe who hold the Balance in a State, - 
may judge of the Degrees , and by 
early Remedies and Application, put 
a Stop to the fatal Confequences that 
would otherwife enfue. What thofe 
Marks are, has been at large deduced, 
and need not be here repeated, 


ANOTHER Confequence ts this: 
That (with all Refpe& ‘for popular 
Affemblies be it fpoke) it 18 hard to 
recollect one Folly, Infirmity, er Vice, 
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to which a fingle Man is fubjected, 
and from which a Body of Commons 
either collective or reprefented can be 
wholly exempt. For, befides that 
they are compofed of Men with all 
their Infirmities aboutthem ; they have 
alfo the ill Fortune to be generally led 
and influenced by the very worft a- 
_mong themfelves; I mean, Popular 
Orators, Tribunes, or as they are now 
ftiled, Great Speakers, Leading Men, 
and the like. From whence it comes 
to pafs, that in theiy Refults we have 
fometimes found the fame Spirit of 
Cruelty and Revenge, of Malice and 
Pride; the fame Blindnefs and Obtti- 
nacy, and Unfteadinels ; the fame un- 
governable Rage and Anger ; the fame 
Injuftice, Sophiftry, and Fraud, that 
ever lodged in the Breaft of any In- 
dividual. } 


AGAIN, In all Free States the 
Evil to be avoided is Tyranny: That 
isto fay, the Suma Imperii, or un- 
limited Power folely in the Hands of 
the One, the Few, or the Many. 
Now, we have fhewn, that although 
moft Revolutions of Government in 
F 4 Greece 


—-_ 


72 Conte/ts and Diffentions 


Greece and Kome: began with the Ty- 
ranny of the People, yet they gene- 
sally concluded in’ that: of a Single 
Perfon 5 fo that an ufurping’ Popolace 
is its own Dupe, a meer Underwor- 
ker, and a Purchafer in Truft® for 
fome Single Tyranct, whole State! and 
Power they .advance to their own 
Ruin, with as blind an Infting, as 
thofe Worms that die with: weaving 
magnificent Habits for beings of .a’Su- 
perior Nature to their own. 


CHA P..V. 


OME Reflections upon the late 

publick Proceedings among ‘us , 
and that variety. of Factions into 
which’ we are {till fo intricately en: 
gaged, gave Occafion to this Difcourfe. 
I am'not con{cious that I have forced 
one Example, or put it into any other 
Light ‘than it appeared to me, long 
before I had thoughts of producing 
it. 


I cannot conclude without adding 
fome particular Remarks upon the pre- 
fent Pofture of Affairs and Difpofiti- 
ons in this Kingdom. 


THE Fate of Bitlsife Is grown a 
common place: That all forms of Go- 
vernment having ‘been inftituted) by 
Men, muft be mortal like their Au- 
thors, and have their Periods ‘of Du- 
ration limited as well as thule of pri- 


vate Perfons; This is a Truth of 


vulgar 
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vulgar Knowledge and Obfervation : 
But there are few who turn their 
Thoughts to examine how thofe Dif- 
eafesin a State are bred, that haften 
its End; which would however be 
a very ufeful Enquiry. For tho’ we 
cannot prolong the Period of a Com- 
monwealth beyond the Decree of Hea- 
ven, or the Date of its Nature, any 
more than Humane Life beyorid the 
Strength of the Seminal Virtue; yet, 
we may manage a fickly Conftitution, 
and preferve a {trong one; we may 
watch and prevent Accidents; we may 
turn off a great Blow from without, 
and purge away an ill Humour that is 
lurking within: And by thefe, and 
other fuch Methods, render a State 
long-lived, tho’ not immortal. . Yet 
fome Phyficians have thought, that 
if it were practicable to keep the fe- 
veral Humours of the Body, in an 
exact equal Balance of each with its 
oppofite, it might be immortal; and 
fo perhaps would a political Body, if 
the Balance of Power could be always 
held exactly even. But I doubt, this 
is as impoflible in the Practice as the 
other. 

iT 
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1T hasan Appearance of Fatality, 
and that the Period of a State ap- 
proaches, when a Concurrence of ma- 
ny Circumftances both within and with- 
out, unite toward its Ruin ; while the 
whole Body of the People are either 
ftupidly negligent, or elfe giving in 
with all their Might, to thofe very 
Practices that are working their De- 
{trucion. To fee whole Bodies of 
Men breaking a Conttitution by the 
very fame Errors that fo many have 
been broke before. To obferve oppo- 
fite Parties, who can agree in nothing 
elfe, yet firmly united in fuch Mea 
{ures as muft certainly ruin their Coun- 
try. In thort, to be encompa(s’d with 
the greate{t Dangers from without, to 
be torn by many virulent Factions 
within ; then to be fecure and fenflefs 
under all this, and to make it the ve- 
ry leaft of our Concern. Thefe and 
fome others that might be named, ap- 
pear to me to be the moft likely Symp- 
coms in a State, of a Sicknefs unto 
Death 
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Quod procul a nobis fle#at Eortuna guber- 
(mans: 


Et ratio potins, quam-res perfuadeat ipsa. 
Lucr. 


THERE are fome) Conjunctures 
wherein the Death. or Diffolution of 
Government is more lamentable, in. its 
Confequences ‘than it) would be in, o- 
thers. And, I think, a Statecan ne- 
ver arrive to its Period in a more: de- 
plorable Crifs, than at a Time when 
{ome Prince in the. Neighbourhood, of 
vaft ‘Power and Ambition lies hover- 
ing like'a Vulture to, devour, or at 
leaft, 'difmember its dying Carcafs; by 


which means it becomes only a Pro- 


vince or Acquifition to fome mighty 
Monarchy, without hopes of a Refur- 
rection. 


I KNOW very well, there is.a Set 
of {fanguine Tempers, who deride and 
ridicule in’ the Number of Fopperies 
all fuch Apprehenfions as thefe. They 
have it ready in their Mouths, that 
the People of Exgland are of a Genius 
and Temper, never to admit Slavery 

| among 
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among thems; and’ they are furnifh’d 

with a great many commion Places up- 

on that Subje@. But, it feems to me, 

that fuch Difcourfers do reafon ‘upon 

fhort Views, and “a very moderate 
compa{fs of Thought. For, I think it 

a great Error to count upon the Ge- 

nius of a Nation asa ftanding Argu- 

ment in all Ages; fince there is hardly 

a Spot of Ground in Exrope, where the 
Inhabitants have not’ frequently’ and 
entirely changed their Temper and 
Genius. Neither can’I fee any ‘Rea- Hi 
fon why the Genius of a Nation thould a 
be more fixed in the Point of Govern- if 
ment, than in their Morals, their 
Learning, their Religion, their com- 
mon Humour and Converfation, ‘their 
Diet, and their Gomplexion; which 
do all notorionufly vary almoft in eve- ‘] 
ry Age, and may every one of them ‘4 
have great Effeéts upon Mens Notions 
of Government. 


STN CE the Norman Conquetft; the 
Balance of Power tn Exgland has often 
varied, and fometimes been wholly o- : nie 
verturned ; the Part’ which the Com: ae 
mons had in it, that moft difputed Point | 
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in its Original, Progrefs and Extent, 
was, by their own Confefflions, but a 
very inconfiderable fhare, Generally 
{peaking, they have been gaining ever 
fince, tho’ with frequent Interrupti- 
ons, and flow Progrefs. The aboli- 
thing of Villanage, together with the 
Cuftom introduced (or permitted ) a- 
mong the Nobles of felling their Lands 
in the Reign of Hezry the Seventh, 
was a mighty Addition to the Power 
of the Commons; yet I think a much 
greater happened in che Time of his 
Succeffor, at the Diffolution of the Ab- 
bies. For this turned the Clergy whol- 
ly out of the Scale, who had fo long 
filled it; and placed the Commons in 
their. (tead ; whoina few Years became 
poffefled of vaft Quantities of thofe 
and other Lands, by Grant or Purchafe. 
About the middle of Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign, I take the Power between the 
Nobies and the Commons to have been 
in more equal Balance, than it was e- 
ver before or fince. But then, or foon 
after, arofe a Faction in England, 
which under the Name of Puritan, be- 
gan to grow Popular, by molding up 
their new Schemes of Religion with 
Repub- 
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Republican Principles in Government; 
and gaining upon the Prerogative, as 
well as the Nobles, under feveral De- 
nominations for the {pace of about fix- 
ty Years, did at laft overthrow the 
Conftitution, and according to the 
ufual Courfe of fuch Revolutions, did 
introduce a Tyranny, firft of the Peo- 
ple, and then of a fingle Perfon. 


IN a fhort Time after, the Old Go- 
vernment was revived. . But the Pro- 
grefs of Affairs for almott Thirty Years 
under the Reigns of two weak Princes, 
is a Subject of a very different Nature; 
when the Balance was in danger to be 
overturned by the Hands that held ie, 
which was at laft very feafonably pre- 
vented by the late Revolution. How- 
ever, asitisthe Talent of human Na- 
ture to run from one Extream to ano- 
ther; fo, ina very few Years we have 
made mighty Leaps from Prerogative 
Heights into the Depths of Populari- 
ty ; and I doubt, to the very laft de- 
gree that our Conftitution will bear. 
It were to be wifh’d, that the moft Au- 
guft Affembly of the Commons would 
pleafe to form a Pamded of their own 
Power 
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Power and.Privileges, to be confirmed 
by the entire Legiflative, Authority, 
and that in) asfolemn,a, manner (if 
they pleafe) as the Mugza Charta.: But 
to fix one Foot of their Compals: wherer 
ever they think fit, and extend ‘the o- 
ther to {uch terrible Lengths, without 
defcribing any Circumference at all, ris 
to leave us and themfelves in a very 
uncertain State, and in a fort of Rota- 
tion, that the Author of the, Océana 
never dreamt on. 4 believe they moft 
hardy Tribune will not venture to af- 
firm at prefenc, that any jut Fears of 
Encroachment are given. us from ;the 
Regal Power ors the Fem: And, is it 
then impoffible to err on the othersfide > 
How far muft we proceed, or ;where 
fhall we ftop > The Raging of the Sea, 
and the Madne/s of the: People are» put . 
together in Holy Writs andvtis God 
alone who can: fay to either, «Hitherto 


foalt thou pals, andno further. 


T HE Balance of Power ina limited 
State is of fuch abfoiute Neceflity, that 
Cromwell himfelt, before he: had per- 
fedtly confirmed’ his Tyranny,) having 
fome Occafions for the Appearance of 
a Par- 


a Parliament, was forced fo create 
and erect an entire new Houle of 
Lords (fuch as it was.) for a Coun- 
terpoife to the Commons. And in- 
deed, confidering the vilenefs of the 
Clay, I have fometimes wonder’d , 
that no Tribune of that Age durft 
ever venttiré to ask the Potter, What 
doft thou make? But it was then about 
the Jaft A&t of a Popular Ufurpati- 
on, and Fate ot Crommel{ had alrea- 
dy. prepared them for that. of a fingle 
Perfon. | 


~~ T have’ been ofteb amazed at the 
tude, paffionate anid miftaken Refults, 
which have ‘at certain’ Times £4! Nen 
from great Affemblies both ‘Antienc 
and Modern, and of other Countries 
as well as our own. This gave mé 
the Opinion I mentioned a while ago, 
That publick Conventions are liab! 

to all the Infirmities, Follies and Vin 
ces Of private’ Men. To which, if 
there be any Exception, it muft be of 
fach Affemblies who 4& we univerful 
Concert, upon Publick Principles, and 
for Publick Brads 5 fuch as sore ceed upon 
Debates without uzbecoming Warmths 
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or Influence from particular Leaders and 
Inflamers.5 fach, . whofe Members; in- 
ftead of canvaffing to procure Majori- 
ties for their private. Opinions, are 
ready to comply with general fober Re- 
faults, tho’ contrary to their, own Senti- 
ments, Whatever Affemblies act. by 
thefe and other Methods of the like 
Nature, mutt be allowed to be exempt 
from feveral. Imperfections .to. which 
particular .Men are fubjected. But I 
think the Source of moft Miftakes 
and Mifcarriages in Matters debated by 
Publick Affemblies, arifes from the In- 
fluence of private Perfons; upon great 
Numbers; {tiled in common Phrafe, 
Leading Men and. Parties. _ And there- 
fore, when we fometimes,mect afew 
Words put together, which :is.called 
the Vote or-Refolution of an, Affembly, 
and which we. cannot. poflibly recon- 
cile to Prudence or Publick Good, 1t 
as moft charitable to-conje@ure, that 
{uch a Vote has been conceived, . and 
born and bred in a private Brain, af- 
terwards raifed and fupported by an 
obfequious Party, and then with u- 
fual Methods confirmed by, an arti- 
fecial Majority. - For, let us enEet 

ve 
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five hundred Men, mixt in point of 
Senfe and Honefty, as ufually Afflem- 
blies are: And lec ts {uppofe. thefe 
Men, propofing, debating, refolving; 
voting, according to the meer natu- 
ral_ Motions of their own little or 
much Reafon and Underftanding; I 
do allow, that abundance of indi- 
gc{ted and abortive, many pernicious 
and foolifh Overtures would arife 
and flote a few Minutes; but then 
they would die and difappear. Be- 
caufe, this muft be faid in behalf of 
Human kind, that common Senfe and 
plain Reafon, while Men are difen- 
gaged from acquired Opinions, will 
ever have fome general {nfluence up- 
On their Minds; whereas the fpecies 
of Folly and Vice are infinite, and 
fo different in every Individual, thae 
they could never procure a Majority, 
if other Corruptions did not enter to 
pervert Mens Underftandings, and 
mifguide their Wills: 


_ TO defcribe how Parties are bread 
in an Affembly, would be a Work 
too difficult at prefent, and perhaps 
hot altogether fafe. Periculofe plennms 
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opys alee. Whether thofe who are 
Leaders, uftally arrive at that Station 
more by a fort of fnftind, — or fecret 
Compofition of their Nature, or In- 
fluence of the Stars, than by the Pof- 
feflion of any great Abilities, may 
be a point of much Difpute. © But 
when the Leader is once fixed, there 
will never fail to be Followers. And 
Man is fo apt to imitate ;\ fo much of 
the Nature of Sheep, C Jwmifatores, fer- 
oum Pecus ) that whoever ts fo bold 
to give the firft great Leap over the 
Heads of thofe about hin, -(tho’ he be 
the worft’ of the Fiock ) fhall be quick- 
ly followed by the reft, ~ Beftdes, 
when Partics are once’ formed, the 
Stragglers look fo ridiculous, and be- 
come fo infignificant, ‘ that they have 
no other way, but’ to run into the 
Herd, which at leaft will hide and 
protect chem ; and where to be much 
confidered, requires only to be very 
violent. | 


BUT there is one Circumftance 
with Relation to Parties, which I 
take to be of all others moft pernici- 
ous in a State;_ and I would be glad 
any 
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ae 


any Partifan would. help me to a to- 
lerable Reafon, that becaufe Clodiys 
and Curio happen to agree with me in 
a few fingular Notions, I mutt there- 
fore blindly follow them in all: Or, 
to {tate it at beft, chat becaufe Bibulys 
the Party man is perfwaded that Ch- 
divs and Curio do. really propofe the 
Good of their Country as their chief 
End; therefore Bzbulw thall be whelly 
ouided and governed by them, in the 
Means and Meafures towards if Is 
it enough for Bibulws and the reft of 
the Herd to fay without further exa- 
mining, I aw of the fide with Clodius, 
or I vote with Curio; Are thefe proper 
Methods to form and make up what 
they think fic to call the united Wif- 
dow of the Nation? Is it not poflible, 
that upon fome Occalions Clodivs may 
be bold and infolent,. born away by 
his Paflion, malicious and revengefal; 
that Cxvio may be corrupt, and ex- 
pofe to fale his Tongue or his Pen, 
I conceive it far below the Dignity 
both of Human Nature, and Human 
Reafon, to be engaged in any Party, 
the moft plaufible foever, upon fuch 
fervile Conditions. 
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THIS Influence of Oze upon Ma- 
wy, which feems to be as great ina 
People Reprefexted, as it was of old 
in the Commons Col/eGive, together 
with the Confequences it has had 
upon the Legiflature; has given me 
frequent Occafion to reflect upon what 
Diodorus tells us of one Charondas , 
a Lawgiver to the Sybarites, an antient 
People of Italy; who was fo averfé 
to all Innovation, efpecially when it 
was to proceed from particular Per- 
fons: And I fuppofe, that he might 
put it out of the Power of Men fond 
of their own Notions, to difturb the 
Conftitution at their Pleafures, by 
advancing private Schemes; that he 
provided a Statute, that whoever pro- 

ofed any Alteration to be made, 
fhoutd ftep out, and doit with a Rope 
about his Neck: H the Matter pro- 
pofed, were generally approved, then 
it (hould pafs into a-Law; if i went 
in the Negative, the Propofer to be 
immediately Aang’d. Great Minifters 
may talk of what Projects they pleafe ; 
but Iam deceived, if a more effectual 
one could ever be found for taking of 
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(as the prefene Phrafe is) thofe hor, 
unquiet Spirits, who difturb Affem- 
blies, and’ obftruét Publick Affairs, 
by gratifying their Pride, their Malice, 
their Ambition, or their Avarice. 


THOSE whoin a late Reign be- 
gan the Diftinction between the Per- 
fonal and Politic Capacity, f{eem to 
have had Reafon, if they judged of 
Princes by themfelves; for, Frthink, 
there is hardly to be found thro’ all 
Nature, a greater Difference between 
two Things, than there is between a Re- 
prefenting Commoner in the Function of 
his Publick Calling, and the fame Per- 
fon, when he atts in the common Ofi- 
ces of Life. Here, he allows himfelf to 
be upon a Level with the reft-of Mortals: 
Here, he follows his own Reafon, and 
his own Way ; and rather aitects a Sin- 
gularity in his Actions and Thoughts, 
than fervilely to copy either from the 
wifelt of his Neighbours. In fhort, here 
his Folly, and his Wifdom, his Rea- 
fon, and his Paflions, are all of his 
own Growth, not the Eccho or In- 
fufion of other Men. But when he 
is got near the Walls of his Aflembtly, 
| Ga4 1¢ 
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ee affumes and attects an. entire Set of 


very difierent Airs 5. he conceives him- 
felf a Being of a Spperior, Nature-to 
thofe withovr, and acting in a;Sphere 
where the vulgar Methods for the Con- 
duct of Human life can be of no Ufe. 
He is lifted in a Party where he’ nei- 
ther knows the Temper, nor Defigns, 
nor perhaps the Perfon of his Leader ; 
by whofe Opinions -he follows and 
maintains with a Zealand Faith as 
violent, aa young Scholar does thofe 
of a Philofopher, whofe Sect he is 
taught to profefs. He has. neither O- 
pinions, nor Thoughts, nor Actions, 
nor Talk, that he can call his own, 
but all conveyed to him by his Leader, 
as Wind is thro’ an Organ. The 
Nourithment he receives has been, not 
only chewed, but digefted before it 
comes into. his Mouth. Thus inftru- 
ed, he follows the Party righe or 
wrong thro’ all its Sentiments, and 
capes a weed and Stiffnels of 

Opinion not at all congenial with him, 


THIS encourages me to hope, 
that during this lucid Interval, , the 
Members retired to their Homes, may 


fulpend 
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fulpend a while their acquired Com- 
plexions, and taught by the Calmnefs 
of the Scene and the Seafon;  reaf- 
fume the native fedatenefs of their 
Temper.- If this fhould be fo; it 
would be wife in them, as individual 
and private Mortals, to look back a 
little upon the Storms they have rai- 
Jed, as well as thofe they have efcaped : 
Fo reflect, that: they have been Au- 
thors of a new and wonderful Thing 
in Eugland, which is, for a Houfe 
of Commons to lofe the univerf{al Fa- 
vour of the Numbers they reprefent. 
To obferve, how thofe whom they 
thought fic to perfecute for Righteouf- 
nefs fake, have been openly carefs'’d 
by the Peaple 5 and to remember how 
themfelves fat in fear of their Perfons 
from popular Rage. Now, if they 
would know the’ Secret of all this 
unprefidented Proceeding in their Mz- 
fiers; they muft not impute it to their 
Freedom in Debate, or declaring their 
Opinions; but to that unparliamen- 
tary Abufe of fetting Individuals upon 
their Shoulders, who were” hated by 
God and Man. For, it feems, the 
Mafs of the People, in fuch Conjun- 
| Cures 
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cares 2s this, have e opened t their Eyes, 
and wil] not endure to be governed 
by Clodiws and Curio at the Head of 
their Myrmidons, tho’ thefe be ever fo 
numerous, and. compofed of ‘their 
own Reprefentatives. 


T HIS Averfion of the People for 
the late Proceedings of the Commons, 
is an Accident, that, if it laft a while, 
might be improved to good Ufes for 
fetting the Balance of Power a little 
more “upon an Equality; than. their 
late Meafures feem to promife or ad- 
mit. This Accident may be imputed 
to two Caufes. The Firft, is an uni- 
verfal Fear and Apprehenfion of the 
Greatnefs and Power of france, 
whereof the People in general feem 
to be very much. and juftly poffefsd, 
and therefore cannot but refent to 
fecit in fo critical a jonétuge, wholly 
Jaidvafide by their Minifters,” the Com- 
mons. The other Caufe, 1s a great Love 
and Senfe of Gratitude in the Peo- 
ple towards their prefent King, groun- 
ded upon a long Opinion and Expe- 
rience of his Merit, as well as Con- 
ceflions to all their reafonable Defires 5 
fo 
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fo that it isfor fome time they have be- 
gun to fay, and to fetch Inftances 
where he has in many things been 
hardly ufed. How long thefe Humours 
may laft, ( for Paflions are momentary, 
and efpecially thofe of a Multitude ) 
or what Confequences they may pro- 
duce, a little time may difcover. But 
whenever it comes to pafs, that a po- 
pular Affembly, free from fuch obftru- 
étions, and already poflefs'd of more 
Power, than an equal Balance-will als 
low, fhall continue to think they have 
not enough, but by cramping the Hand 
that holds the Balance, and by Im- 
peachments or Diffentions with the 
Nobles, endeavour ftillfor more; I 
cannot poflibly fee in the common 
courfe of things, how the fame Caufes 
can produce different Effects and Con- 
fequences among us, from what they 
did in Gragec and Rome. — | 
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SENTIMENTS 
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Church of England=Man 
With Refpe@ to 


Rericron and Government. 


Written in the Year, 1708. 


HOEVER has examined 

the Conduct and Proceed- 

-angs of both Parties for 
fome Years. paft, whether in or out 
of Power, cannot well conceive it 
poffible to. go far. towards the Ex- 
treams of either, without offering 
{ome Violence to his Integrity or Un- 
derftanding. A Wife and a good 
Man 
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Man may indeed be fometimes indu- 
ced to comply with a Number whofe 
Opinion he generally approves, tho’ 
it be perhaps againft-his own. But 
this Liberty. fhou{d be made ufe of 
upon very few Occafions, and thofe 
of {mall lmportance,and then only 
with a View of bringing over his own 
Side. another Time to,-fomething of 
greater and more Publick Moment. 
But, to Sacrifice the Innocency of a 
Friend, the Good of our Country, 
or.our own. Confeience. to, the Humor, 
or Paffion, or Intereft of a Party, 
plainly thews that either our Heads or 
our Hearts are not-as-they-fhould—be. 
Yet. this. vefy. Practice’ is the Funda- 
mental. Law of cach Faction among 
us, as may be obvious to any who 
will Impartially and without Engage- 
ment be at the Pains to examine their 
Actions, which however is ‘not fo 
eafy a Task: For it feems a Princi- 
ple in Humane Nature, ‘to incline‘one 
Way more'than another,’ even in Mat- 
ters where we are wholly unconcer- 
ned. And it is a- common Obferva- 
tion, that in reading a Hiftory of 
Facts done a Thoufland Years ago, 
I or 


Church of England= A Man, as 


or ftanding by at Play among thofe 
who are perfect Strangers to us, we 
‘are apt to find our Hopes and Withes 
/engaged on a {udden in favor of one 
fide more than another. No wonder 
ithen we are all fo. ready to intereft 
four felves in the Courfe of Publick 
Affairs, where the moft inconfiderable 
have fome rea/ Share, and by the won- 
sderfal Importance which every. Man HN 
is of to himfelf, a very great imagi- i 
Wary one, | 


AND. indeed, when the two Par- A 
ities that divide the whole Common- | 
jwealth, come once to a Rupture, ‘| 
without any Hopes left of forming a 
ithird. with better Principles, to Ba- 
Hance the others; it feems every Man’s 
Duty to chufe a Side, tho’ he cannoe 
lentirely approve of either; And all a & 
iPretences to Neutrality are juftly Ex- 
iploded by both, being too Stale and 
Obvious, only intending the Safety 
and Eafe of a few Individuals while 
che Publick isEmbroiled. This was 
ihe Opinion and Practice of the latter 
jato, whom I efteem to have been the 
fwifett and beft of all the Romans. 
| a Bur 
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But. before Things proceed to open 
Violence, the true{t Service a ‘private 
Man may hope to do his Country, ‘1 
by unbiafling his Mind as ‘much as 
poffible, and@then endeavoring to | 
moderate between the Rival Powers, 
which muft needs be owned a fair 
Proceeding with the World, becaufe 
it is of all others the leaft confiftent 
with the common Defign, of mak- 
ing a Fortune by the Merit of an 
Opinion. } 
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I have gone as far as I am able in» 
qualifying my felf to be fuch a Mo-. 
derator. I believe Lam no Bigot in. 
Religion, and I am fure Tam none, 
in Government. I converfe in full 
Freedom with many confiderable Men: 
of both Parties, and if not in equal 
Number, it is purely accidental and. 
Perfonal, as happening to be near: 
the Court, and to have made Acquains| 
tance there, more under one Mint-. 
{try than another. Then, I am not 
under the Neceflity of declaring my) 
felf by the Profpect of an Employment. 
And laftly, if all this be not fuffici- 
ent, I induftrioufly conceal my Name, 
which 
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| @hich wholly exempts me from any 
Hopes and Fears in delivering my 
| Opinion: 


LN’ confequence of this free Ufe 
sof my Reafon, I cannot poflibly 
think fo well or fo ill of either Party, 
jas they would endeavour to perfwade 
jthe World of each other and of them- 
Mfelves. For Inftance; Ido charge not 
fit upon the Body of the Whigs or the 
VTories, that their feveral Principles 
jlead them to introduce Presbytery , 
and the Religion of the Church of 
\Rome or a Commonwealth and Arbi- 
trary Power. For, why fhould any 
Party be accufed of a Principle which 
they folemnly difown and proteft a- 
eainft.~ But, to this they have a mu- 
tual Anfwer ready, they both affure 
s, that their Adverfaries are not to 
to be believed, that they difown their 
Principles out of Fear, which are 
Mmanifeft enough when we examine 
Rheir Practices. To prove this, they 
will produce Inftances, on one fide 
iither of avowed | eee OF 
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Papitts, 
Intereft of the Abdicated» Family. 
Now, 
dinate Sects and Denominations in a 
State, 


neral Principle. 
ration, the Presbyterians, Anabaptifts, 
Independents, and other Sects, 


joyn againft the Church, who without 
regard to their Diftin@tions, 
them all as equal Adverfaries. Thus; 
our prefent Diflenters do very natu- 
rally clofe in with the Whigs, 


profefs Moderation, declare they ab- 


bor all Thoughts of Perfeculion, and 


think it hard that thofe who differ 
only in a few Ceremonies and Specula= 
tions, 
and Profit of ferving their Country 
in the higheft Employments of State. 
Thus, the Atheifts, Libertines, 


or fuch as are openly in the } 
it is very natural for all fubors | 
to Side with {ome general Par- | 
ty, and to chufe that which they find | 
to agree with themfelves in fome ge- | 
Thus at the Reffo- | 
did 
all with very good Reafon unite and 
Sodder up their feveral Schemes to | 


treated | 


who 


fhould be denied the Privilege, 


Def) 


pifers of Religion ‘and Revelation in 
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that is to fay, all thofe who. 


ufually pals under the Name of Free- | 


Lhivkers, do properly joyn with the 


{ame 


| Preach up MeSilcvations and are not 
fo overnice: to diftinguith between an 
unlimited Liberty of Confcience, and 
(an unlimited Freedom of Opinion. 
| Then on the other fide, the Profeft 
| Firmnefs of the Tories for Epifcopacy 
fas an Apoftolick Inftituttion: Their 
) Averfion to thofe Sects who lye under 
Ithe Reproach of having once de- 
Hftroyed their Conftitution, and who 
pthey imagine, by too indifcreet a Zeal 
i for Reformation have defaced the Pri- 
imitive Model of the Church: Next, 
‘their Veneration for Monarchical Go- 
Ivernment in the common Courfe of 
}Succeffion, and their Hatred to Re- 
Ipublican Schemes. Thefe I fay, are 
‘Principles which not only the Non- 
ijuring Zealots profefs, but even Pa- 
pifts themfelves fall readily in with. 
‘And every Extream here mentioned 
flings a general Scandal upon the 
whole Body it pretends to adhere 
to. 

| BUT furely no Man whatfoever 
Jought in Juftice or good Manners to 


ibe charged with Principles he. adu- . 
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ally dilowns, unleis his Practices do. 
openly and without the leaft Room | 
for doubt contradi& his Profeflion: 
Nor upon {mall Surmifes, or becaufe | 
he has the Mistortune to’ have Uk Mea 
fometimes agree with him-in a few | 
general Sentiments. However, the’ | 
the Extreams of Whig and Tory feem | 
with little Ju(tice to have drawn Re- | 
ligion into their Controverfies, wheres 
in they have fmall Concern; yet they | 
both have borrowed one leading Prin- | 
ciple from the Abufe of it; Which 
1s, to have built their feveral Sy{tems 
of Political Faith, not upon Enqui- 
ries after Truth, but upon Oppofi- 
tion to each other, upon injurious 
Appellations, charging their Adver- 
{aries with horrid Opinions, and then 
reproaching them for the want of 
Charity ; Et zenter falso. | ) 


IN order to remove thefe Preju- 
dices, I have thought nothing could 
be more effectual than to defcribe’the 
Sentiments of a Church of England-- 
Maz with refpect to Religion and Go- 
wernment.  khis 1 fhall ‘endeavour 


-to do in fuch a manner as may be 


liable 


idiable to leat Objection from  cither 
Party, and which I am confident 
| would be affented to by great Num- 
| bers in both,. if they were not milled 
to chofe mutual Mifreprefentations, by 
i fuch Motives as they would be afhamed 
/ to own. | 


I fhall begin with Religioz. 


.. AND here, tho’ it makes an odd 
| Sound, yet it is neceflary to fay, that 
| whoever profeffeth himfelf a Member 
lof the Church of England, ought to 

| believe a God and His Providence, 
) together with Revealed Religion, and 
| the Divinity of Cbriff, For befide 
| thofe many Thoufands, who (to 
i {peak in the Phrafe of Divines ) do 
practically deny all this by the Immo- 
rality of their Lives; there is no {mall 
'Number, who in their Converfation 
land Writings directly or by confe- 
uence endeavour to overthrow it: 

Yet all thefe place themfclves in the 
I Lift of the National Church, tho’ at 
) the fame time (as ic is highly realo- 
i. nable) they are great Sticklers for Li- 
).-berty of Conf{cience. 
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TO enter upon Particulars; A 
Church of England-Man has a true Ve- 
neration for the Scheme eftablifhed 
among us of Ecclefiaftick Govern- 
ment; and tho’ he will not determine 
whether Epifcopacy be of «Divine 
Right, he is fure it is moft agreeable 
to Primitive Inftitution, fitteft of all 
others for preferving Order and. Pa- 
rity, and under its prefent Regulati- 
ons beft calculated for our Civil State: 
He fhould therefore think the Abo- 
lifhment of that Order among us would 
prove a mighty Scandal and Corrupti- 
on toour Faith, and manifeftly dan- 
gerous to our Monarchy; may he 
would defend it by Arms againf all 


the Powers on Earth, except ourown 


Legiflature; in which Cafe he would 
fubmit as to a general Calamity, a 
Dearth, or a Peftilence. 


AS to Rights and Ceremonies, and 
Forms of Prayer; he allows there 
might be fome ufeful Alterations, and 
more, which in the Profpect of uni- 
ting Chriftians might be very fuppor- 
table, as. Things declared in their 
3 Own 


own nature indifferent; to which he 
therefore would readily comply ,: if 
the Clergy, or, (tho’ this be not fo 
fair a Method) if the Legi/lature 
fhould ‘direct: Yet at the fame time 
he cannot altogether blame the For- 
mer for their unwillingnefs to confent 
toany Alteration; which befide the 
Trouble, and perhaps Difgrace, would 
certainly never produce the good Ef- 
fects intended by it. The only con- 
dition that could make it prudent 
and juft for the Clergy to comply in 
altering the Ceremonial or any other 
indifferent Part, would be, a firm 
Refolution in the Legiflature to in- 
terpofe by fome {tri and effectual 
Laws to prevent the rifing and {pread- 
ing of new Sects how plaifible foever, 


for the future; elfe there muft never 


be an End; And: it would be to act 
like a Man who fhould pull down 
and change the Ornaments. of his 
Hoafe, in Complyance to every 
one that was difpofed to find fault 
as he paffed by, which befides the 
perpetual Trouble and Expence, would 
very much damage, and perhaps in 
time deftroy the Building. Sects ina 
State 
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State feem only tolerated with any - 
Reafon becaufe they are already {preads 
and becaufe ic would not, be agreeable 
with fo mild a Government, or. fo 
pure a Religion as ours, to ufe vio- 
lent Methods againft great Numbers 
of wmiftaken People, while they do 
not manifeftly endanger the Confti- 
tution of either. But the greatelt 
Advocates for general Liberty of Con- 
{cience, will allow they ought to be 
checkt in their Beginnings, if. they 
willallow them to be any Eval at all, 
or which is the fame thing, if they 
will only grant, it were better for the 
Peace of the State, that there fhould 
be none. But while the Clergy con- 
fiders the natural Temper of Man- 
kind in general, or of our own Coun- 
try in particular, what Affurances can 
chey have, that any Complyances they 
thall make, will remove the Evil of 
Diffention, while the Liberty, {till con- 
tinues of profefling what new Opi- 
nions we pleafe2? Or how can, it.be 
imagined. that the Body. of Diffenting 
Teachers, who mult be all undone 
by {uch a Revolution, will, not caft 
about for) fome new, Objections. to 

with- 
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withhold their Flocks, and drawiin 


frefh Profelytes by fome further Inno- 


vations or Refinements > 


UPON thefe Reafons he is for 
tolerating fuch different Forms in Re- 
ligious Worfhip as are already admit- 
ted, but by no means for leaving it 
an the Power of thofe who are tole- 
rated, to advance thelr own Models 
upon the Ruin of what 1s already 
Eftablifhed, which it is natural for all 
SeGs to defire, and which they can- 
not juftify by any confiftent Princi- 
ples if they do not endeavour; and 
yet, which they cannot Succeed in 
without the utmoft Danger to the Pub- 
lick Peace. 


TO prevent thefe Inconveniences, 
He thinks it highly juft, that all Re- 
wards of Truft, Profit or Dignity, 
which the State leaves in the Difpofal 
of the Adminiftration, fhould be gi- 
ven only to thofe whofe Principles 
dire&t them to preferve the Conftituti- 


on in all it’s Parts. In the late Affair 


of Occafonal Conformity, the general 
Argument of thofe who were againft 
POE Ct (4 
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it} wasnot, to deny it an Evil in: it 
felf, but that the Remedy propofed 
was violent, untimely, and improper, 
which is the Bifhop of, Salisbury's O- 
pinion in the Speech he made and 
publithed againft the Bill; But, how- 
ever ju(t their Fears or Complaints 
might have been upon that Score, he 
thinks it a little too grofs and precipi- 
tate to employ their Writers already 
in Arguments for repealing the Sa- 
cramental Teft, upon no wifer -a 
Maxim, than that no Man fhould on 
the Account of Confcience be depri- 
ved'the Liberty of Serving his Coun- 
try, a Topick which may be equally 
applied to admit Papifts, Atheifis, Ma-. 
hometans, Heathens and ‘fews. Tf the 
Church wants Members of its own 
to employ in the Service of the Pub- 
lick; or be fo unhappily contrived 
as to exclude from its Communion 
fuch Perfons who’ are likelieft to have 
great Abilities; it is time it fhould be 
altered and reduced into fome more 
perfect, or at leaft'more popular Form : 
But in the mean while 1€ 1s not alto- 
gether improbable, that when ‘hole 

ait who 
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who diflike the Conftitution, are fo 
very zealous in their Offers for the 
Service of their Country, they are 
not wholly unmindful of their Party 
or of themfelves. 


THE Datch whole Prattice is'fo 
often quoted to prove and celebrate 
the great Advantages of a general Li- 
berty of Confcience, have yet.a Na- 
tional Religion profefled by all who . I 
bear office among them; But why Wh 
fhould they be a Precedent for us ei- Hi 
ther in Religion or Government >’ Our a 
Country differs from theirs, as well ia 
in Situation, Soil, and Produétions 
of Nature, as in the Genius and Com- 
plexion of Inhabitants. They are a 
Commonwealth founded on a fudden hae 
by a defperate Attempt in’ a defperate Vie 

| Condition, not formed or digefted in- lo 
| toaregular Sy{tem by mature Thoughe 
' and Reafon, but huddled up under 
| the Preflure of fudden Exigencies; 
| calculated for no long Duration, and 
| hitherto Subfifting by Accident inthe 
; midft of contending Powers, who ne 
| ‘cannot yet agree about Sharing it a- ig 
_ mongft them. Thefe Difficulties do va 
| indeed a | 
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indeed preferve them from any great 
Corruptions, which their crazy Con- 
{titution would extreamly fubject them 
to in a Jong Peace. That Confluence 
of People in a perfecuting Age, toa 
Place of Refuge neareft at hand, put 
them upon the Neceflity of Trade, to 
which they wifely gave all Eafe and 
Encouragement; And if we could 
think fic to imitate them in this laft 
Particular, there would need no more 
to invite Foreiners among uss who 
feem to think no further than how to 
fecure their Property and Confcience, 
without projecting any fhare in that 
Government which gives them Pro- 
tection, or calling it Perfecution if it 
be denied them. But I {peak 1¢ for 
the Honour of our Adminiftration , 
that although our Seéts are not fo nu- 
merous as thofe in Holand, which TI 
pre{ume is not our fault, and I hope 
is not our Misfortaxe , we much ex- 
cel them and all Chriftendom bdefides 
in our Indulgence to tender Contfci- 
ences. One fingle Compliance with 
the National Form of receiving -the 
Sacrament, is all we require to qualify 
any SeCtary among us for the greateft 
Employ- 
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Employments in the State, after which 
he is at liberty to rejoyn his own Af- 
femblies for the reft of his Life. Be- 
fides, Iwill fuppofe any of the nu- 
merous Sects in Holand, to have fo 
far prevailed as to have raifed a Civil 
War, deftroyed their Government and 
Religion, and put their Admiziftrators 
to Death; After which! will fuppofe 
the People to have recovered all again, 
and to have fettled on their old: Foun- 
dation. Then I would put a Query, 
whether that Sect which was the un- 
happy Inftrument of all this Confu- 
fion, could reafonably expec to be 
entrufted for the future wich the great- 
eft Employments, or indeed to be 
hardly tolerated among them. 


TO go onwith the Sentiments. of 
a Church of England-Man: He does 
not fee how that mighty Paffion for 
the Church which fome Men pretend, 
can well confift with thofe Indigni- 
ties and that Contempt they beftow on 
the Perfons of the Clergy. Tis a 
{trange Mark whereby to diftinguifh 
High Churchmen, that they are fuch 
who imagine the Clergy can never be 
too 
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too Low. He thinks the Maxim thefe 


Gentlemen are fo fond of, that they are 
for an Humble Clergy, is a very good 
one; And fo ishe, and for an Hum- 
ble Laity too, fince Humility is a Vir- 
tue that perhaps equally benefits and 
adorns every Station of Life. 


BUT then if the Scribblers on the 
other Side freely {peak the Sentiments 
of their Party, a Divine of the Church 
of England cannot look for much 
better Quarter from thence. You thall 
obferve nothing more frequent in their 
Weekly Papers than a way of affecting 
to confound the Terms of Clergy and 
High-Church, of applying both indif- . 
ferently, and then loading the latter 
with all the Calumny they ‘can invent. 
They will tell you they Honour a 
Clergy-man;, but talk at the fame time 
as if there were not three in the King- 
dom who could fall in with their 
Definition. After the like Manner 
they infule the Cziverfities as Poi- 
foned Fountains, and Corrupters of 
Youth. 


NOW 


NOW, it feems clear to me that 
the Whigs might eafily have procured 


| and maintained a Majority among the 
| Clergy, and perhaps in the Univer- 
| fities, if they had not too much en- 

couraged or connived at this Intem- 


perance of Speech, and Virulence of 
Pen, in the worft and moft prottitute 


| of their Party ; among whom there 


hath been for fome Years paft fuch a 
perpetual Clamor again{t the Ambiti- 
on, the Implacable Temper, and the 


| Covetoufnefs of the Priefthood: Such 
| a Cant of High-Church, and Perfecuti- 
| on, and being Prieft-ridden ; fo many 
| Reproaches about Narrow Principles, 
| or Terms of Communion: Then fuch 
| Scandalous RefleGions on the Uni- 
verfities, for infe@ing the Youth of 
| the Nation with Arbitrary and Faco- 
) bite Principles, that it was natural for 
} thofe who had the Care of Religion 
} and Education, to apprehend {ome 
| general Defign of altering the Confti- 
| tution of both. And all this was the 
} more extraordinary,becaufe it could not 
} eafily be forgot, that whatever Oppo- 


fition was made to the Ufurpations of 
I King 
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gether 
from the Charch of Exglared, and 
chiefly from the Clergy and’one of the 
Univerfities. For, if it were of any 
ufe to recall Marters of Fact, what 1s 
more notorious than that Prince's ap- 
plying himfelf firft to the Church of 
England, and upon’ their’ Refufal 
to fall in with his Meafures, making 
the like Advances to the Diffexters 
of ail Kinds, who readily and almoft 
univerfally complyed with Him, af- 
fecting in their numerous Addreffes and 
Pamphlets, the Style of Our Brethren 
the Rowman-Catholicks, whofe Interefts 
they put on the fame Foot with their 
own: And fome of Cromwell’s Officers 
took Pofts in. the Army raifed againft 
the Prince of Orange. Thefe: Pro- 
ceedings of theirs they can only ex- 
tenuate by urging the Provocations 
they had met from the Church in King 
Charles’s Reign, which tho’ perhaps 
excufable upon the fcore of Human 
Infrmity , are not by any means 
a Plea of Merit equal to the Conftan- 
cy and Sufferings of the Bifhops and 
Clergy, or of the Head and Fellows 
of Magdalen College, that furnifhed 
the 


King ‘James, proceeded alto 


Bite Prince of Orange’s Declaration with 
: fuch powerful Arguments to juftify 
}and promote the Revolution. 


| THEREFORE a Church of Eng- 
land Man abhors the Humor of the 
pAge in delighting to fling Scandals 
fupon the Clergy in general, which 
befides the Difgrace to the Reforma- 
ition, and to Religion it felf, cafts an 
Hgnominy upon the Kingdom that it . 
idoth not deferve. We have no better 
|Materials to compound the Priefthood 
lof, than the Mafs of Mankind, which 
pcorrupted as itis, thofe who receive 
sOrders mutt have fome Vices to leave 

Ibehind them when they enter into the 
Church, and if a few do {till adhere, 
itis no Wonder, but rather a grea 
one that they are no worfe. There- 
fore he cannot think Ambition or Love 
lof Power more juftly laid to their 
| ICharge than to other Men, becaufe, that 
would be to make Rell gion itfel f, or 
Pat leaft the beft Conftitution of Church» 
WGovernment, anfwerable for the Er- 

Jrors and Depravity of Human Nature. 
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WITHIN thefe laft Two Hun- 
dred Years all forts of Temporal Pow- 
er hath been wrefted from the Cler- 
gy, and much. of their Ecclefiaftick, 
the Reafon or Juftice of which Pro-, 
ceeding I fhall not examine ; but, that. 
the Remedies were a little too violent: 
with refpect to their Poffeffions, the 


——————— ——————<—<_ 


Legiflature hath lately confeffed by | 


the Remiflion of their Firft-Fruits. 
Neither do the common Libellers. deny 
this, who in their Invectives only tax 


the Church with an unfatiable Defire 


of Power and. Wealth Cequally com- 
mon to all Bodies of Men as well as 
Individuals ) but thank God, that the 


Laws have deprived them-of both) 
However it is worth obferving the . 


Juftice of Parties; The Sects among 


us are apt to complain, and think it) 
hard Ufage to be reproached now af- 


ter Fifty Years for overturning the 
State, for the Murder of a King, and 
the Indignity of a Ufurpation; yet 
thefe very Men and their Partifans are 
continually reproaching the Clergy, 
and laying to their Charge the Pride, 
the Avarice, the Luxury, the Igno- 


rance, 


-rance, and Superftition of Popifh Times 
p for a Thoufand Years patft. 
| 
~ HE thinks it a Scandal to Govern- 
}ment that fuch an unlimited Liberty 
) fhould be allowed of publithing Books 
Jagainft thofe Dodrines in Religion, 
Pwherein all Chriftians have agreed, 
Wmuch more toconnive at fuch Trads 
jas reject all Revelation, and by their 
)Confequences often deny the'very Be- 
ing of a God. Surely ‘tis not a fuf- 
Hficient Atonement for the Writers, that 
ithey profefs much Loyalty to the 


bird de Government, and fprinkle up 


and down fome Arguments in favour 
lof the Difenters; that they difpute 
Jas ftrenuoufly as they can for Liberty 
lof Confcience , and inveigh largely 
bgaintt all Ecclefiafticks under the 
| (Name of High-Church; And in fhort 
Yonder the fthelter of fome popular 
PPrinciples in Politicks and Religion, 
Jundermine the Foundations of all Pie- 
‘Wty and Virtue. 


AS he does not reckon every 
Vscbifi of that damnable Nature which 
‘Wome would reprefent ; fo he is very 
, | I 3 far 
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"far from clofing with the new. Opinion 


of thofe who would make it no Crime 
atall, and argue at a wild rate, that 
God Almighty is delighted with the 
Variety of Faith and Worfhip, as He 
ig with the Varieties of Nature. To 
fuch Abfurdities are Men carried by 
the Affectation of free Thinking, and 
removing the Prejudices of Education, 
under which Head they have for fome 


time begun to Lift Morality and Relie” 


gion. \t is certain that before the Re- 
bellion in 1642, tho’ the Number of 
Puritans (as they were then called) 
were as great as it is with us, and 
thouch they affected to follow Paftors 
of that Denomination, yet thofe Pa- 
ftors had Epifcopal Ordination, pofe 
{efled Preferments in~ the ‘Church, 
and were fometimes promoted to Bi 
fhopricks themfelves.. But, a Breach 
in the general Form of Worfhip was 
in thofe days reckoned fo dangerous 
and finful in it felf, and fo offenfive 
to Roman-Catholicks at home and a- 
broid, thatit was too unpopular to be 
attempted ; Neither, I believe, was 
the Expedient then found out of main= 
taining feparate Paftors out of private 
Purles. WHEN 


) that in the fenfe of the Law, the 


WHEN a Schifm is once {pread in 
a Nation, there grows at length a 
Difpute which are the Schifmaticks. 
without entring on the Arguments, 


| ufed by both fides among us, to fix 
| the Guilt on each other; ‘tis certain, 


Schifm \ies on that fide which oppofes 


it felf to the Religion of, the State. 


I fhall leave it among the Divines to 
dilate upon the Danger of Schifw as 
a Spiritual Evil, but I would confider 
it only as a Temporal one. And I 
think it clear that any great feparation 
from the Eftablifhed Worthip, tho’ to 
a new one that is more pure and 
perfe&, may be an Occafion of en- 
dangering the Publick Peace, becaufe 
it will compofe a Body always in 
referve, prepared to follow any dif- 
contented Heads upon the plaufible 
Pretexts of advancing true Keligion, 
and oppofing Error, Superftition, or 
Idolatry. . For this Reafon Plato lays 
it down asa Maxim, that, Mez ought 
to Worfhip the Gods according to the 
Laws of the Country, and he introdu- 
ces Socrates in his laf{t-Difcourfe utterly 

[4 dif- 
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difowning the Crime laid to his Charge, 
of teaching new Divinities or Methods 
of Worlbip. Thus the poor Hugue- 
nots Of France were engaged ina Ci- 
vil War, by the fpecious | Pretences of 
fome, who under the Guife of Reli- 
gion Sacrificed fo many Thoufand 
Lives to their own Ambition and Re- 
venge. Thus was the whole Body of 
Puritans in England drawn to be In- 
{trumental, or Abettors of all manner 
of Villany, by the Artifices of a few 


levelled to deftroy the Conftitution 
both of Religion and Government. 
And thus evenin HoWand it felf, where 
it is pretended that the Variety of 
Sects live fo Amicably together, and in 
fuch perfect Obedience to the Magi- 
ftrate, ’tis notorious how a turbulent 
Party joyning with the Armizians, did 
in the memory of our Fathers attempt 
to deftroy the Liberty of that Repub- 
lick. So that upon the whole, where 
Ses are tolerated in a State, "tis fit 
they fhould enjoy a full Liberty of 
Confcience, and every other Privilege 
of Free- -born Subjects to which uo Power 
is annexed. And to preferve their 

| Obedi- 


Mez whofe *Defigns from the firft were — 


Obedience upon all Emergencies, a 
Government cannot give them too 
much Eafe, nor truft them with too 
little Power. 


THE Clergy are ufually charged 
with a Perfecuting Spirit, which they 
are faid to difcover by an implacable 
hatred to all Diffewters, and this ap- 
pears to be more unreafonable, becaufe 
they fuffer lefs in their Interefts by a 
Toleration than any of the Conforming 
Laity: For while the Church remains 
in its prefent Form, no Diffenter can 
poffibly have any fhare in its Digni- 
ties, Revenues or Power; whereas, 
by once receiving the Sacrament, he 
is render’d capable of the Higheft Em- 
ployments in the State. And it is 
very poflible, that a narrow Educa- 
tion, together with a mixture of Hu- 
man Infirmity, may help to beget a- 
mong fome of the Clergy in Poffiffion 
{uch an Averfion and Contempt for 
all Iznovators, a$ Phyficians ate apt 
to have for Empiricks, or Lawyers tor 
Pettifoggers, or Merchants for Pedlars ; 
But fince the Number of Sectaries does 
not concern the Clergy either in pointe 
haat. | 7 Pa at 
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of Intereft or Confcience, (it being 
an Evil not in their Power to reme- 
dy ) ‘tis more fair and reafonable to 
{uppofe their Diflike proceeds from 
the Dangers they apprehend to the 
Peace of the Commonwealth, in the 
Ruin whereof they muft expect to be 
the firft and greateft fufferers. 


T O conclude this SeGtion, it muft 
be obferved, there is a very good 
Word, which hath of late fuffered 
much by both Parties, and that is, 
Moderation, which the one fide very 
juttly difowns, and the other as un- 
jaftly pretends to. Befide what pafles 
every Day in Converfation; any Man 
who reads the Papers publithed by 
Mr. L-—-y and others of his Stamp, 
muft needs conclude, that 1f this Au- 
thor could make the Nation fee his 
Adverfaries under the, Colours he 
Paints them in, we, had nothing elfe 
to do, but rife as one Man and deftroy 
fuch Wretches from the Face of the 
Earth. On the other fide, how fhall 
we excufe the Advocates for Mode- 
ration 3 among whom 1 could appeal 
to a Hundred Papers of univerfal Ap- 
proba- 
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probation by the Caufe they were 
writ for; which lay fuch Principles 
to the whole Body of the Zories, as, 
if they were true, andvbelieveds our 
next Bufinefs fhould in Prudence be 
to erect Gibbets in every Parifh, and 
Hang them out of the Way. . But I 
fuppofe it is prefumed, the Common 
People underftand Railery, or at leaft, 
Rhetorickh, and will not take Hyper- 
bole’s in too litteral a Senfes which 
however in fome Junétures might prove 
a defperate Experiment. And this 
is Moderation in the Modern Senfe of 
the. Word, to which, {peaking im- 
partially, the Bigots of both Parties are 
equally entitled, 
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SE Ck. 2. 


The Sentiments of aChurch 
of England Man with 


refpect to Government, 


| E look upon it as a very 
! juft Reproach, tho’ we can- 
, not agree where to fix it, 


that there fhould be fo much Violence 
and Hatred in Religious Matters, a- 
mong Men who agree in all Funda- 
mentals, and only differ in fome Ce- 
remonies, or at moft meer Speculative 
Points. Yet is not this frequently 
the Cafe between contending Parties 
in a State? For inftance ; Do not the 
generality of Whigs and Tories among 
us, profefs to agree in the fame Fuz- 
damentals, their Loyalty to the Queen, 
their Abjuration of the Pretender, the 
Settlement of the Crown in the Pro- 
cefkant Line, and a Revolution Prin- 
ciple 5 


ciple; their Affection to the Church 
eftablifhed, with Toleration of 
Diffenters. Nay fometimes they go 
further, and pafs over into each 
Others Principles; the Whigs become 
great Afferters of the Prerogative, and 
the Lory’s, of the Peoples Liberty ; 
thefe crying down almoft the whole 
fet of Bifhops, and thofe defending 
them; So that the Differences fairly 
Stated, would be much of a fort with 
thofe of Religion among us, and a- 
mount to little more than, who should 
take Place, or go in and out firft, or 
Kifs the Queen’s Hand ; and what are 
thefe but a few Court Ceremonies? Or, 
who fhould be in the Miniftry 5 and what 
is that to the Body of the Nation but 
ameer Speculative Point. Yet 1 think 
it muft be allowed, that no Religious 


Sect ever carried their Averfions for 


each other to greater Heights than 
our State Parties have done, who the 
more to inflame their Paflions have 
mixed Religious and Civil Animofi- 
ties together ; borrowing one of their 
Appellations from the Church, with 
the Addition of High and Low, how 
little foever their Difputes relate bs 
tne 
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the Term as 10: 18 generally under- 
ftood. 


I now proceed to deliver the Sen- 
timents' of a Church: of England’ Man 
with refpect to Government. 


HE does not think the Church of 
England {o narrowly calculated, that 
it cannot fall in with any regular 
Species of Government; nordoes he 
think any one regular Species of .Go- 
verntnent more acceptable to God than 
another. The three: generally recei- 
ved in the Schools have all. of them 
their feveral Perfections, and are fub- 
ye to their feveral » Depravations, 
However, few States are Ruined by 
any Defec& in their Inftitution, but 
generally by the Corruption of Man- 
nets, again{t which the beft Inftiteri- 
on is no long Security, | and! wicloue 
which a very illbone may fubfilt and 
flourifh:: Whereof there are ‘two 
pregnant Inftances now in Larope. 
The firft is the Ariflocracy of Venice, 
which founded upon the wifett Max- 
ims, and digefted by a’ great Length 
of Time, hath in our Age admitted 
fo 
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fo many Abufes through the Dege- 
neracy of the Nobles, that the Peri- 
od of its Duration feems to approach. 
The other 1s the United Republicks 
of the States-Gezeral, where a Vein 
of Temperance, Induftry, Parcimony, 
and a Publick Spirit, running through 
the.whole Body of the People, hath 
preferved an Infant Commonwealth 
of an untimely Birth and Sickly Con- 
{titution, for above an Hundred Years, 
through fo many Dangers and Diffi- 


| culties, as a much more Healthy one 


could never have ftruggled againft 
without thofe Advantages. 


WHERE (fecurity of Perfon and 
Property are preferved by Laws which 
none but the Whole can repeal, there 
the great Ends of Government are 
provided for, whether the Admini- 
{tration be in the Hands of Oxe or of 
Many. Where any one Perfox or 
Body of Men, who do not reprefent 
the Whole, feize into their Hands the 
Power in the laft Refort, there is 
properly no longer a Government , 


) but what Ariffotle and his Followers 
| call the Absfe and Corruption of one. 


This 


127 


The Sentiments of .a 

This Diftinétion excludes Arbitrary 
Power in whatever Numbers; which 
notwith{tanding all. that Hobbs,» il- 
mer and, others have! faid to its Ad- 
vantage, I look upon as a greater 
Evil than Azarchy it felf, as much»as 
a Savage isa happier {tate of Life than 
a Slave at the Oar. 


i Tis reckoned ill Manners as well 
as Unreafonable, for Mem to quarrel 
upon difference in Opinion ; , becaufe 
that is ufaally f{uppofed to be a Thing 
which no Man can help in himfelf; 
which however I. do not: conceive 
to be an univerlal infallible Maxim, 
except in thofe Cafes where the Que- 
{tion is pretty equally difputed among 
the Learned and the Wile; Where it 
is otherwile, a Man of tolerable Rea- 
fon, fmall Experience, and willing to 
be inftructed, may apprehend he 1s 
got into a wrong Opinion, though 
the whole Courfe of his Mind and 
Inclination would perfwade him to 
believe ittrue; He may be convinced 
that he is in an Error though he does 
not fee where it lies, by the bad Effects 
of it in the common Condu& of his 
Life, 


tidenats SAE a ~ — —— = 


Church of England= (4a 


i) 
Ve 


A i tn, ORES ETI) 


Life, and by obferving thofe Perfons for 
whofe Wifdom and Goodnefs he has 
the greatefe Deference to be of a con- 
trary Senument. According to Hobbs’ 
Comparifon of Reafoning with tafting 
up Accounts, whoever finds a Miftake 
in the da total, mutt allow himfelf 
out, though after repeated Tryals he 
may not fee in which Article he has 
mifreckoned. 1 will inftance in oneO- 
pinion, which I look upon every 
Man obliged in Confcience to quit; 
or in Prudence to conceals I meat; 
that whoever argues in defence of 
ablolute Power in a fingle Perfon; 
tho’ he offers the old plaufible Plea, 
chat, i i bis Opinion, which be cabnot 
help unlefs he be convinced, ought in all 
free States to be treated as the common 
finemy of Mankind. Yee this is laid 
as a heavy Charge upon the Clergy of 
the two Reigns before the Revolution; 
who under the Terms of Paffive O- 
bedience and Non-refiftance are {aid to 
have preacht up the Unlimited Power 
of the Prince, becaufe they found it 
a Doctrine that pleafed the Court, 
and made way for their Preferment. 
And I believe there may be Truth 
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enoughin this Acculation, to convince 
us, that Human Frailty wall too. often 
interpofe it felf, among Perfons of the 
Holiett FunGion. However, it may 
be offered in. excufe for the Clergy, 
that in the beft Societies there are fome 
il Members, which.a corrupted Court 
and Miniftry will induftrioufly find 
out and introduce. Befides, it 1s ma- 
nifeft that che greater Number of thofe 
who held and preached this Doctrine, 
were milguided by equivocal, Terms, 
and by perfect Ignorance .in the Prin: 
ciples of Government , which they 
had not made any part-of their Seudy. 
The Queftion originally put, and as I 
remember to. have heard it; difputed 
in Publick Schools, was this; Whether 
under any Pretence whatfoever, it way 
be lawful to refift the Supreme Magiftrate s 
which was held in the Negatives and 
this is certainly the right Opinion. 
But many of the Clergy and. other 
Learned, deceived by a dubious Ex- 
preffion, miftook the Objed to, which 
Pafive Obedience was due, By the 
Supreme Magiftrate is properly under- 
fiood the Legiflative Power, which 
in all! Government mutt ‘be: abfolute 
and 
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and unlimited. But the Word Magi- 
férate feeming to denote a fixgle Peron, 
and to exprefs the Executive Power, 
it came to pafs, that the Obedience 
due to the Legiflature was for want of 
knowing or confidering this eafy Di- 
fiindtion, mifapplyed to the Admi- 
#iftration. Neither is it any Wonder, 
that the Clergy or other well mean- 
ing People fhould fall into this Error, 
which deceived Hobbes himfelf fo far 
as to be the Foundation of all the 
Political Miftakes in his Book, where 
he perpetually confounds the Execy- 
tive with the Legiflative Power, though 
all well inftituced States have ever 
placed them in different Hands, as 
may be obvious ‘to thofe who know 
any thing of Athens, Sparta, Thebes. 
and other Republicks of Greece, as 
well -as the greater ones of Carthage 
and Rome. | 


BESIDES, it 1s to be confidered 
that when thefe Doétrines began to 
be Preached among us, the Kingdom 
had not quite worn out the Memory 
of that unhappy Rebe/iow, under the 
Confequences of which it had groaned 
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fion cf moft proftitate Miniftersy be- 
in again to difpofe the People”to 
ew Attempts , Rena! it was, nO 
asabe the Cleroy’s Duty to endea- 
vour to, prevent, ‘if fome of them had 
not ior want of Knowledge in tem- 
poral Affairs. and others perhaps from 
a worfe Principle, proceeded upon a 
Topick that (tri@tly followed would 
enflave all Mankind. 


AMONG other Theological Ar- 
guments made ufe of in thofe Times, 
in praife of Monarchy, and Jultifica- 
tion of abfolute Obedience to a Prince, 
there feemed to be ‘one ofa fingular 
Nature; It was urged that Heaven 
was governed by a Monarch, who had 
none to control his Power, but was 
abfolutely obeyed: Then it followed, , 
that Earthly Governments were the 
more perfect, the nearer they imitated 
that in Heaven. All which I look up- 
on as the ftrongeft Argument againft 
Defpotick Power that ever was offered ; 
a Since no reafon can poflibly be aflign- 
Aa ed ape it 1s bett for che World that 
bi God 


which doth not diredtly prove that 
no Mortal Man fhould ever have the 
like. 


BUT though a Church of Exgland 
Man thinks every Species of Govern- 
ment equally /awful, he does not think 
them equally expedient; or for every 
Country indifferently.. There may be 
fomething ina the Climat, naturally 
difpofing Men towards one fort of 
Obedience, as it is manifeft all over 
Aa, where we never read of any 
Commonwealth, except fome {mall 
‘ones on the Weftern Coatts eftablithed 
by the Greeks. There may be a great 
deal in the Situation of a Country, 
and in the prefent Geis of the People. 
Ie hath been obferved, that the tem- 
perate Climats ufually run into mo- 
derate Governments, and the Extreams 
into De{potick Power. °Tis.a Remark 
of Hobbes, that the Youth of Exgland 
are corrupted in their Principles of 
Government, by reading the Authors 
of Greece and Rome who writ under 
Commonwealths. But it might have 
been more fairly offered for the Ho- 
| K 3 nor 
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nor of Liberty, that while the reft 
of the known World was overrun 
with the Arbitrary Government. of 
fingle Perfons; Arts end Scéences took 
their Rife, and flourifhed only in 
thofe few {mall Territories. where the 
People were free. Andthough Leara- 
ing may continue after Liberty is lott, 
as it did in Rowe, for awhile, upon 
the Foundations laid under the Com- 
monwealth, and the particular Pa- 
tronage of fome Emperors; Yet it 
hardly ever began under a Tyranny 
in any Nation. Becaufe Slavery is of 
all Things the greateft Clog and Ob- 
ftacle. to Speculation. And indeed, 


Arbitrary Power is but the firft na- 


tural ftep from Asarchy or the Savage 
Life; the adjufting Power and Freedom 
being an Effect and Confequence: of 
maturer Thinking: And this is’ no 
where fo duly regulated as in a limi- 
ted Monarchy: Becaufe I belteve it 
may pafs for a Maxim in State, that 
the Adminiftration cannot be placed in 
too few Hands, nor the Legiflature in 
too many. Now in this material Point, 
the Conftitution of the Euxglifh Go- 
vernment far exceeds all others at this 
time 


time on the Earth, to which the pre- 
fent E{tablifhment of the Church doth 
fo happily agree, that I think, who- 
ever is an Enemy to either mutt of 
neceflity. be foto beth. 


HE thinks, as our Monarchy is 
conftituted, a Hereditary Right is 
much to be preferred before Eledti- 
on. Becaufethe Government here, ef- 
pecially by fome late Amendments , 
is fo regularly difpofed in all it’s Parts, 
that i¢ almoft executes it felf. And 
therefore upon the Death of a Prince 
among Us, the Adminiltration- goes 
on» without any Rub or Interruption. 
For the fame Reafons we have little 
to apprehend from the Weakne/s or 
Fury of our Monarchs, who have fuch 
Wife Councils to guide the firft, and 
Laws to re(trainthe other. . And there- 
fore this Hereditary Right fhould be 
kept fo Sacred; as never to break the 
Succeflion, unlefs where the prefer- 
ving it may endanger the Contftitu- 
tion; Which is not from any. intrin- 
fick Merit, or unalienable Right in 
a particular Family, but to avoid the 
Confequences that ufually attend the 
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Ambition. of Competitors, to »which 
Elective Kingdoms are expofed:s: and 
which is the only Obftacle to:hinder 
them from arriving at the greateft Per- 
fection that Government can pofikbly 
reach. Hence appears the Abfurdity 
of that Diftinétion between a King 
de faho, and one de jere, with ref- 
pect to Us. For every dimited Moe 
march isa King de jure, becanfe he Go- 
verns by the Confent of the whole, 
which is Authority fufficient, to abolifh 
all precedent Right... If a King come 
in by Conqueft., he is no longer a. li- 
mited Monarch, if he afterwards :con- 
fents to Limitations, he becomes im- 
mediately King: de jure for the fame 
Reafon. ne 


THE great Advocates for Sxece/- 
for, who afhrm it ought not to be 
violated upon any Regard or Confi- 
deration whatfoever, do mnfift. much 
upon one Argument that feems to 
carry little Weight. “Fhey would have 
it, that a Crowz is a Prince’s Birth- 
right, and ought at leaft to. beas well 
fecured to him and his Pofterity:as the 
Inheritance of any private Mans in 
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fhort that he has the fame Title to his | 
Kingdom: which every Individual has 
to his Property: Now the Confe- 
quence of this Do&rine mutt be, that 
as a Man may find feveral ways to waft, 
mifpend , or abufe his Patrimony, 
without being anfwerable to the Laws, 
foa'King may in like manner do what 
he will-with his own, thatis, he may 
fquander and mifapply -his Revenues, 
and even ‘alienate the Crown, with- 
out being called to an Account by his 
Subjects. They allow fuch a Prince 
to be guilty indeed of much Folly 
and Wickednefs, but for thofe he is 
to anfwer to God; a5 every private 
Man mutt do that is guilty of Mif- 
management in his own Concerns. 
Now the Folly of this Reafoning will 
beft appear, by applying it ina pa- 
‘allel Cafe. Should’ any Man argue, 
that a Phyfician is fuppofed to under- 
ftand his own Art beft; that the Law 
protects and encourages his Proteffion 5 
And therefore although he fhanld 

manifeltly prefcribe Poifow to all his 
Paeness whereof they fhould imme- 
diately dye, he cannot be juftly pu- 
nifhed, but is anfwerable only to God. 
| Or 
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Or fhould the fame be offered in be- 


half of a Divine, who would preach 
againft Religion and Moral Duties 5 
In either of thefe two. Cafes -every 
body would find out the Sophiftrys 
And prefently anfwer, that although 
common Men are not: exactly skilled 
in the Compofition or Application: of 
Medicines, or in prefcribing the, Li- 
mits of Duty; yet the Difference be- 
tween Poifons and Remedies. is: eafily 
known by their Effects, and common 
Reafon foon diftinguifhes between Vir- 
tue and Vice; And it muft be necef- 
fary to forbid both thefe the further 
Practice of their. Profeflions, -becaufe 
their Crimes are not purely Perfonal 
to the Phyfitian or the Divine, but 
deftructive to the Publick. All which 
is infinitely {tronger in refpe@ toa 
Prince, with whofe good or ill Con- 
duc the Happinefs or Mifery .of.a 
whole Nation is included; whereas 
it is of fmall Confequence to the 
Publick, farther than Examples, how 
any private Perfo manages his Pro- 


perty. 
BUT 


BUT granting that the Right of 
a Lineal Succeflor to a Crown. were 
upon the fame Foot with the Property 
of a Subject, ftill 1¢ may atiany time 
be transferred by the Legiflative Pow- 
er, as other Properties frequently: are. 
The Supreme Power in a State can 
do no wrong, becaufe whatever that 
doth is the Action of alls; And when 
the Lawyers apply this Maxim to the 
King, they muft underftand it only 
in that Senfe as he is Adminiftrator of 
the Supreme Power, otherwile it is 
not univerfally true, but may be con- 
trolled in feveral Inftances eafy to 
produce. 


AND thefe are the Topicks we 
muft proceed upon to jultify our Ex- 
clufion of the young Pretender ip 
France; that of his fufpected Birth 
being meerly Popular,..and therefore 
not made ufe of as I remember, fince the 
Revolution in any Speech, Vote or 
Proclamation where there was Occa- 
fion to mention him. | 
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AS to the Abdication of King 
ames, which the Advocates on that 
fide look upon to have been forcible 
and unjuft, and confequently void in 
it felf, I think a Man may obferve 
every Article of the Exglif) Church, 
without being in much Pain abont 
it. “Tis not unlikely that all Doors 
were laid open for his Departure, and 
perhaps not without the Privity of the 
Prince of Orange, as reafonably con- 
cluding that the Kingdom might 
better be fettled in his Abfence ; But 
to affirm he had any Caufe to appre- 
hend the fame Treatment with his 
Father, is an improbable Scandal flung 
upon the Nation by a few bigotted 
French Scribblers, or the invidious 
Affertion of a ruined Party at home, 
in the Bitternefs of their Souls, Not 
one material Circumftance agreeing 
with thofe in 16485 and the greateft 
Part of the Nation having preferved 
the utmoft Horror for that ignomini- 
ous Murder, but whether his Removal 
were catifed by his own Fears or other 
Mens 4rtifices, ‘tig manifeft to me, that 
{uppofing the Throne to be Vacant, 
which was the Foot they went upon, 
: | the 
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the Body of the People was thereup- 
on left at liberty, to chufe what 
Form of Government they pleafed, by 
themfelves or their Reprefentatives, 


THE only Difficulty of any Weight 
again{t the Proceedings at the Revo- 
lution, is an obviqus Objection, to 
which the Writers upon that Subject 
have not yet given a direct or fuftici- 
ent Anfwer, as if they were in Pain 
at fome Confequences which. they ap- 
prehended thofe of the contrary O- 
pinion might draw from ir. 1 will 
repeat this Objection as’ it was offered 
me fome time ago, with all its Advan- 
tages, by a very Pious, Learned, and 
Worthy Gentleman of the Nonjaring 
Party. | 


THE Force of his Argument 
turned upon this; That the Laws made 
by the Supreme Power, cannot other- 
wife than by the Supreme Power be 
annulled: That this confifting in Exg- 
land of a King, Lords and Commons, 
whereof each have a Negative Voice, 
no two of them can repeal or enatt a 
Law without confent of the third ; 


? 
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much lefs may any one of them be 
entirely excluded from it’s Part of the 
Legiflature by a Vote of the other 
two. That all. thefe Maxims were 
openly violated at the Revolution 5 
where an Aflembly of the Nobles and 
People not Summoned by the King's 
Writ (which was then an effential 
Part of the Conftitution ) and con- 
fequently no lawful meeting, did 
meerly: upon their own Authority, 
declare the King to have abdicated, 
the Throne vacant, and gave the 
Crown bya Vote to a Nephew, when 
there were three Children to Inherit, 
though by the fundamental Laws of 
the Realm the next Heir is immediate- 
ly to Succeed. Neither coes 1t ap- 
pear how a Prince's Abdication can 
make any other fore of Vacancy in 
the Throne, than would be caufed by 
his Death, fince he cannot abdicate 
for*His Children (who claim cheit 
Right of Succeflion by Act of Parlia- 
ment) otherwife than by his own 
Confent in form toa Bill from the 
two Houfes, | 


AND 
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AND. this is the Difficulty that 
feems chiefly to ftick with the mof 
reafonable of thofe, who from a meer 
Scruple of Confcience refufe to joyn 
with us upon the Revolution Princi- 
ple; but for the reft, are I believe as 
far from loving Arbitrary Government, 
aS any others can be, who are born 
under a free Conftitution., and are 
allowed to have the leaft fhare ofcom- 
mon good Senfe. 


IN this Obje@ion there are two 
Queftions included; Firft, whether 
upon the foot of our Conftitution as 
it f{tood in the Reign of the late King 
James; a King of Exgland may be 
depofed? The Second is, whether the 
People of Exglamd convened by their 
own Authority, after the King had 
withdrawn himfelf in the manner He 


did, had Power to alter the Succef= 
fion ? 


AS for the Firft; Ice is a Point I 
fhall not prefume to determine, and 
fhall therefore only fay, that to any 
Man who holds the Negative, I peu 
lemand 
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demand the Liberty of putting the 
Cafe as {trongly as I pleafe.. 1 will 
fuppofe a Prince limited by Laws like 
ours, yet running into a thoufand Ca- 
prices of Cruelty like Nero or Caligula. 
I will foppofe him to Murder his Mo- 
cher and his Wife, to commit Inceft, 
to Ravith Matrons, to blow up the 
Senate, and Burn his Metropolis, O- 
yenly to renounce God and Chrift, 
and Worthip the Devil. Thele and 
the like Exorbirancies are in the power 
of a Single Perfon to commit without . 
the Advice Of a Miniftry, or Affift-— 
ance of an Army. And if fuch a 
King as I have defcribed, cannot be 
Depofed but by his own Confent in 
Parliament; I do not well fee how 
he can be refiffed, or what can be meant 
by a limited Monarchy; Or what fig - 
nifies the Peoples confent in making 
and repealing Laws, if the Perfon 
who adminifters hath no Tye but Con- 
{cience, and is anfwerable to none but 
God. Idefire no ftronger Proof that 
an Opinion muft be falfe, than to 
find very great Abfurdities annexed to 
it; and there cannot be greater than 
in the prefent Cafe; For itis not a 
bare 
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bare Speculation that Kings may run 
into fuch Enormities as are abovemen- 
tioned; the Practice may be proved by 
Examples not only drawn from the 
firft Cefarsor later Emperors, but ma- 
ny Modern Princes of Europe; {uch 
as Peter the Cruel, Philip the Second of 
Spaiz, Fohu Baflovits of Mofcovy, and 
in our own Nation, King John, Ri- 
chard the Third and Henry the Eighth. 
But there cannot be equal Abfurdities 
fuppofed in maintaining the contrary 
Opinion, becaufe it is certain that 
Princes have i¢ in their Power to keep 
a Majority on their Side by any tolera- 
ble Adminiftration ; till provoked by 
contiunal Oppreffions, no Man indeed 
can then anfwer where the Madnefs of 
the People will ftop. 


AS to the fecond Part of the Ob- 
jection; Whether the People of Exg- 
land convened by their own Authority, 
upon King Fames’s precipitate Depar- 
fure, had power to alter the Succef- 
fion ? 


IN anfwer to this, I think it is 
manifeft from the Practice of the 33 
L {eft 
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feft Nations, and who feem to’ have 
had the trueft Notions of Freedom, 
that when a Prince was laid afide for 
Male-adminiftration, the Nobles and 
People, if they thought it’ neceffary 
for the Publick Weal, did refume the 
Adminiftration of the Supreme Power 
( the Power it felf having been always 
in them). and did not only alter the 
Succeffion, but often the very Form 
of Government too; Becaufe they 
believed ‘there was no natural Right 
in one Man to Govern another, but 
that afl'was by Inftitution, Force or 
Confent. Thus, the Cities of Greece, 
when they drove out their Tyran- 
nical Kings, either chofe others from 
a new Family, or abolifhed the Kingly 
Government, and became Free States. 
Thus the Romans upon the Expul- 
fion of Tarquin found it was incon- 
venient for them to be fubject any 
longer to the Pride, the Luft, the 
Cruelty and Arbitrary Will of fingle 
Perfons, and therefore by general 
Confent entirely altered the whole 
Frame of their Government. Nor 
do { find the Proceedings of either, 
in thisPoint, to have been via 
nec 
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ned by any Hiftorian of the fucceeding 
Ages, 


BUT a-great deal hath been aJ- 
ready faid by other Writers upon this 
invidious and: beaten Subje&s. there- 
fore I fhall Jet it fall, tho’ the Point 
is commonly miftaken, efpecially by 
the Lawyers ; who of all others feem 
Jeaft to underftand the Nature of 
Government in general; like under- 
workmen, who are expert enough at 
making a fingle Wheel in a Clock, 
but are utterly ignorant how to ad- 
jult the feveral Parts, or regulate the 
Movement. 


T O return therefore from this Di- 
greffion; It is a Church of England 
Man’s opinion, that the Freedom of 
a Nation confifts in an abfolute Uz 
limited Legiflative Power, wherein 
the whole Body of the People are 
fairly reprefented, and in an Execu- 
tive Duly limited s becaufe on this 
fide likewife there may be dangerous 
Degrees, and ‘a very ill Extream. 
For when two Parties in a State are 
pretty equal in Power, Pretenfions, 
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Merit, and Virtue; (For thefe two 
Jaft are with relation to Parties and a 
Court quite different Things) it hath 
been the Opinion of the beft Wri- 
ters upon Government, that a Prince 
ought no in any fort to be under the 
Guidance or Influence of either, « be- 
eaufe he declines by this means from 
his Office of prefiding over the whole, 
to be the Head of a Party; which 
befides the Indignity, renders» him 
aniwerable for all Publick Mifmanage- 
ments and the Confequences of them 5 
And in whatever State this happens, 
there mmft either be a Weaknefs 10 
the Prince or Miniftry, or elfe the 
former is too much reftrained by the 
Legiflature. 


TO conclude; A Church of Eug- 
land Man may with Prodence and a 
good Con{cience approve the profeffed 
Principles of one Party more’ than 
the other, according as he thinks they 
beft promote the Good of Church 
and State; -but he wall never be fway‘d 
by Paffion or Intereft to :advance an 
Opinion meerly becaufe it is That of 
the Party he moft approves; which 
one 
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one fingle Principle he loc he looks upon 
as the Root of all our Civil Animofi- 
ties, To enter into a Party as into 
an Order of Fryers with fo refigned 
an Obedience to Superiors, 15 very 
unfuitable both with the Civil and Re- 
ligious Liberties we fo Zealoufly af- 
fert. Thus the Underftandings of a 
whole Senate are often enflaved by 
three or four Leaders on each Side, 
who inftead of intending the Pub- 
lick- Weal, have their Hearts wholly 
fet upon Ways and Means how to 
get or to keep Employments. But to 
{peak more at large, how has this 
Spirit of Faction mingled it felf in 
with the Mafs of the People, changed 
their Natures and Manners, and the 
very Genius of the Nation; broke all 
the Laws of Charity, Neighbourhood, 
Allyance and Hofpitality, deftroy’d 
all Ties of Friendthip, and divided Fa- 
milies again{t themfelves. And no 
wonder it fhould be fo, when in or- 
der to find ont the Character of a 
Perfon, inftead of enquiring whether 
he be a Man of Virtue, Honour, Piety, 
Wit, good Senfe, or Learning; the 
modern Queftion is only whether he 
Big he 
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be a Whig or a Tory, under which 
Terms all good and ill Qualities are 
included. 


NOW, becaufe it is a Point of 
Difficulty to chufe an exact Middle 
between two ill Extreams, it may be 
worth enquiring in the prefent Cafe, 
which of thefe, a wife and a good 
Man would rather feem to avoid: 
iti therefore their own good and 

ijl Characters with due abatements and 
Moa nces for Partiality and Paffion 5 
I fhould think that in order to pre- 
ferve the Con{titution entire in Church 
and State, whoever has a true Value 
for both, would be fure to avoid the 
Extreams of WVhig for the fake of the 
former, and the Extreams of Tory on 
account of the latter. 


Y have now faid all I could think 
cons re upon fo nice a Subjec, 

id find { have the Ambition common 
with aiRex Reafoners, to with at 
Jeaft that both Parties may think me 
in the right, which would be of fome 
ule to thofe who have any Virtue 
but are blindly drawn into the 
fuxtra- 


Tol 
Keil, 


“Church 6 of f England= Man, 118, 


Extravagances ‘of either, upon ‘falfe 
Reprefentations, to ferve the Ambition 
or Malice of defigning Men withoue 


any .Profpect of their own. But if 


that is not to be hoped for ; my next 
With fhould be that both might think 
me iz the wrong; which I would 
underftand as an ample Juftification 
of my felf, and a fure Ground to 
believe that I have proceeded at leaft 
with Impartiality, and perhaps with 
truth. 
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ARGUMENT 


To prove that the 
Abolifoing of CHRisTIANITY 
IN 
EN G EW D: 


May as things now ftand, be attended 
with fome Inconveniencies, and per- 
haps not produce thofe many good 
Effects propofed thereby. 


Written in the Year, 1708. 


AM very fenfible what a Weak- 
nefs and Prefumption it is, to rea- 
fon againft the general Humor 
and Difpofition of the World. I re- 
member it was with great Juftice, and 
a due regard to the Freedom ” 
9) 


pe mt a 


of the Publick and the Prefs, forbid- 
den upon feveral Penalties to Write, 
or Difcourfe, or lay Wagers againt 
the ——-»——. even before it was con- 
firmed by Parliament, becaife that was 
look'd upon as a Defign, to oppofe 
the Current of the People, which 
befides the Folly of it, isa mianifeft 
Breach of the Fundamental Law thae 
makes this Majority of Opinion the 
Voice of God. In like mantier, and 
for the very fame Reafons, it may 
perhaps be neither fafe nor prudent 
to argue agdinft the abolifliing of 
Chriftianity: at 4 Junéuré when all 
Parties feem fo uhanimoully deterini- 
ned upon the Point, as we cannot 
but allow fron their Actions, their 
Difcourfes, and their Writings. How- 
ever, I know not how, whether from 
the Affectation of Singularity, or the 
Perverfenefs of Human Nature, but 
fo it unhappily falls out, that I can- 
not be entirely of this Opinion. Nay 
though I were fure, an Order were 
ifued out for my immediate Profecuti- 
on by the Attorney General, JI fhould 
{till confefs that in the prefent Pofttire 


of our Affairs at home or abroad, I 
do 
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do not yet fee the abfolute Neceffity 
of extirpating the Chriftian Religion 
from among us. 


THIS perhaps may appear too 
great a Paradox even for our wife and 
paradoxical Age to endure ; therefore 
1 thall handle it with all Tendernefs, 
and with the utmoft Deference to that 
great and profound Majority which is 
of another Sentiment. 


AND yet the Curious may pleafe 
to obferve, how much the Genius of 
a Nation is liable to alter in half an 
Age. I have heard it affirmed for 
certain by foe very old People, that 
the contrary Opinion was even in their 


Memories as much in Vogue as the 


‘other is nows And, that a Project 


for the abolifhing of Chriftianity 
would then have appeared as fingu- 
lar, and been thought as abfurd, as it 
would be at this time to write or dif- 
courfe in its Defence. 


THEREFORE I freely own 
that all Appearances are againft me. 
The Syftem of the Gofpel after the 

Fate 
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Fate of other Syftems is generally 
antiquated and exploded; and the 


Mafs or Body of the common People, 


among whom it feems to have had 
1¢s lateft Credit, are now grown as 
much afhamed of tt as their Betters, 


Opinions like Fafhions always def- | 


cending from thofe of Quality to the 
middle fort, and thence to the Vul- 
gar, where at length they are dropt and 
vanith. 


BUT here f would not be mifta- 
ken, and muft therefore be fo bold 
as to borrow a Diftination from the 
Writers on the other fide, when they 
make a Difference betwixt Nominal 
and Real Trizitarians. I hope no 
Reader imagines me fo weak to ftand 
up in the Defence of Real Chriftia- 
nity, fuch as ufed in Primitive Times 
(if we may believe the Authors of 
thofe Ages) to have an Influence up- 
on Mens Belief and A@tions: To offer 
at the reftoring of That would indeed 
be a wild Projet; It would be to 
dig up Foundations, to deftroy at one 
Blow all the Wit, and half the Learn- 
jng of the Kingdoms to break the en- 
tire 
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~~ tire Frame and Gonttitution 1 of Things Things, 


to ruin Trade, extinguifh Arts and 
‘Sciences with the Profeffors of them; 
In fhort, to turn our Courts, Exchan- 
ges, and fhops into Deferts; and 
would be full as abfurd as the Propo- 
falof Horace, where he advifes the 
Romans allin a Body to leave their 
Gity, and feek a new Seat in {ome re- 
mote Part of the World, by way of 
a Cure for the Corruption of their 
Manners. 


THEREFORE I think this Cau- 
tion was in it felf altogether unnecef- 
fary (which I have inferted only to 
prevent all Poflibility of Caviling ) 
fince every candid Reader will eafily 
underftand my Dicourfe to be inten- 
ded only in Defence of Nominal Chri- 
{tianity, the other having been for 
fome time wholly laid afide by gene- 
ral Confent, as utterly inconfiftent 
with all our prefent Schemes of Wealth 
and Power. 


BUT why we fhould therefore 
ca{t off the Name and Title of Chri- 


{tians, although the general Opinion 
and 


and Refolution be fo violent for it, I 
confels I cannot ( with fubmiffion ) 
apprehend the Confequence neceflary. 
However, fince the Undertakers pro- 
pofe fuch wonderful Advantages to 
the Nation by this Project, and ad- 
vance many plaufible Odje@ions againtt 
the Syftems of Chriftianity, I thall 
briefly confider the Strength of both, 
fairly allow them their greateft Weight, 
and offer {uch Anfwers as I think moft 
reafonable. After which I will beg 
Jeave to fhew what Inconveniencies 
may poflibly happen by fuch an Inno- 
vation, in the prefent Pofture of our 
Affairs. | 


Firfi, ONE great Advantage pro- 
poled by the abolithing of Chriftia- 
nity 1s, That it would very much en- 
large and eftablifh Liberty of Confei- 
ence, that great Bulwark of our Na- 
tion, and of the Proteftant Religion, 
which is ftill too much limited by 
Prieft-craft, notwithftanding all) the 
good Intentions of the Legiflature, as 
we have lately found by a fevere In- 
ftance. For it is confidently reported, 
that two Young Gentlemen of real 
Hopes, 
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Hopes, bright Wit, and profound 


Judgment, who upon a thorough Ex- _ 


amination of Caufes and Effects, and 
by the meer Force of; natural Abilities, 
without the leaft Tincture of Learn- 
ing, having made a Difcovery, that 
there was no God, and generoulfly 
communicating their Thoughts for the 
good of the Publick; were fome 
time ago by an unparalelled Severity, 
and upon I know not what obfolete 
Law, broke for Blafphemy. And as 
it hath been wifely obferved, . if Per- 
fecution once begins no Man alive 
knows how far it may reach, or where 
it will end. 


IN an{wer ‘to all which,’ with de- 
ference to wifer Judgments, I think 
this rather fhews the Neceflity of a 
Nominal Religion among us.» Great 
Wits love to be free with the highett 
Objects, and if they cannot be allow- 
ed a God to revile or renounce 5 they 
will {peak Evil of Dignities,. abufe 
the Government, and reflect upon: the 
Miniftry, which I, am fure few will 
deny to be of much more pernicious 


- Confequence, , according to the faying 
of 
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of Tib ev IWS, -Deorune Offenfa Dis cure. 
As to the particular Fact related, I 
think it isnot fair to argue from one 
“Inftance, perhaps another cannot be 
toa & yet (to the Comfort of 
all thofe who may be apprehenfive of 
Perfecution)) Blafphemy we know is 
freely {poke a Million of times in e- 
very Coffee-Houfe and Tavern, or 
wherever elfe good Company meet. 
It mutt be allowed indeed ‘that to 
Break an Exglifh Free-born Officer on- 
ly for Blafphemy, was, to Nai the 
gentleft of fuch an Aétic a very 
high {train of abfolute Powen Little 
can be faid in Excufe for the General ; 

Perhaps he was afraid it might give 
Offence to the Allies, among whom, 
for ought we know, it may be the 
Cuftom of the Country to believe a 
God. Butif he argued, as fome have 

done, upon a miftaken Principle, that 
an Officer who is guilty of fpeak- 
ing Blafphemy, may fometime or other 
proceed fo far as to raife a Mutiny, 
the Confequence is by no means to 
be admitted; For, furely, the Com- 
mander of an Englifh Army is like to 
be but ill obey’d, whofe Soldiers fear 
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and reverence him as little as eas they do 2 doa 
Deity. 


IT is further objedted againft the 
Gofpel Syftem, that it obliges Men to 
the Belief of Things too difficult for 
free Thinkers, and fuch who have 
fhook off the Prejudices that ufually 
cling to a confin'd Education. To 
which I anfwer, that Men fhould be 
cautious how they raife Objections 
which refle& upon the Wifdom of the 
Nation. Is not every body freely 
allowed to believe whatever he pleafes, 
and to publith his Belief to the World 
whenever he thinks fit, efpecially if 
it ferves to (trengthen the Party which 
isin the Right. Would any indiffe- 
rent Foreiner, who fhould read the 
Trompery lately written by A/gi, Tin- 
dall, Joland, Coward, and Forty more, 
imagine the Gofpel to be our Rule 
of Faith, and tobe confirmed (by Par- 
liaments. Does any Man either Be- 
lieve, or fay he believes, or defire to 
have. it thought that he fays he Be- 
lieves one Syllable of the Matter, and 
is any Man warle received upon that 
Score, or does he find his’ want of 
Nominal 


Abolifbing Obriftianity, 16 r 
Nominal Faith a difadvantage to him 

in the Purfuit of any Civil or Mili- 

tary Employment ? What if there be 

an old dormant Statute or two againtt 

him, are. they not now obfolece, to 

a degree, that Ezpfox and Dudley them- 

felves if they were now alive, would 

find it impoffible to put them in Ex- 
ecution. 


IT as likewife urged, that there 
are by Computation im this Kingdom 
above Ten Thoufand Parfons, whofe 
Revenues added to thofe of my Lords ie} 
the Bifhops, would fuffice to main- ia 
tain at leaft Two Hundred Young q 
Gentlemen of Wit and Pleafure, and 
Free-thinking Enemies to Prieft-Craft, 
Narrow Principles, Pedantry, and 
Prejudices, who might be an Orna- 
ment to the Court and Town: And ft 
then, again, fo great a Number of if 
able [bodied] Divines might be a af 
Recruit to our Fleetand Armies. This 1 
indeed appears to be a Confideration 
of fome Weight: But then on the 
other fide, f{everal Things deferve to 
be confidered likewife: As, Firt, Ve 
Whether it may not be thought ne- q 
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ceflary that in certain Tracts of Conn- 
try, like what we call Parifhes, there 
fhould be one Man at 
lities to Read and Write. 
{eems a wrong Computation, that the 
Revenues of the Church throughout 


leaft, of Abi- 


Then it 


this IJand would be Jarge enough to 
maintain Two Hundred Young Gen- 
tlemen, or even half that Number, 
after the prefent refined way of Li- 
ving, that is, to allow each of them 
{uch a Rent, as in the modern Form 
of Speech, would make them Ealy. 


Bue ftill chere is in this Project a 
greater Mi(chief behind; And we 
ought to beware of the Woman's Fol- 
ly, who killed the Hen that every 
Morning laid her aGolden Egg. For, 
pray what would become of 
of Men inthe next Age, 


' the Race 
if we had 


nothing to truft to befides the Scro- 
phulous confumptive Production fur- 
nifhed by our Men of Wit and Plea- 
fure, when having fquandred away 


their Vigor, 


Health and Eftates, 


they are forced by fome difagreeable 
Marriage to piece up their broken 
Fortunes, and entail Rottennefs and 
Politenefs on their Pofterity. Now, 


here 


here are Ten Thoufand Perfons re- 
duced by the wife Regulations of 
Henry the Eighth, to the neceflity of 
a low Dyet, and moderate Exercile, 
who are the only great Reftorers of 
our Breed, without which the Nation 
would in an Age or two become but 
one great Hofpital. 


ANOTHER Advantage propo- 
fed by the Abolifhing of Chriftianicy, 
is the clear Gain ot one Day in Se- 
ven, which is now entirely loft, and 
confequently the Kingdom one Se- 
venth fefs confiderable in Trade, Bu- 
finefs, and Pleafure; befide the Lofs 
to the Publick of fo many Stately 
Structures now in the Hands of the 
Clergy, which might be convertedrinto 
Play-honfes, Exchanges, Market-hou- 
fes, common Dormitories, and other 
Publick Edifices. | 


_ T hope I thall be forgiven a hard 
Word if I call chis a perfect Cavil. | 
readily own there hath been an old Cu- 
{tom time out of mind, for People to 
aflemble in the Churches every Sxxday, 
and that fhops are ftill frequently thut, 
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in order as it is conceived, to preferv 

the Memory of that antient Practice, 
but how this can prove a hindrance to 
Bufinefs or Pleafure, is hard to ima- 
gine. What if the Men of Pleafure 
are forced one Day in the Week ‘to 
Game at Home inftead of the Cho- 
colate-Houfe. Are not the Laverms and 
Coffee-Houfes open? Can there be a 
more convenient Seafon for taking a 
Dofe of Phyfick> Are fewer Claps 
got upon Sasedays than other Days? 
Is not that the chief Day for Traders 
to Sum up the Accounts of the Week, 
and for Lawyers to prepare their Briefs > 
But I would fain know how, it can 
be pretended that the Churches are 
mifapplied. . Where are. more, Ap- 
pointments and Rendevouzes of Gal- 
lantry ? Where more Care to appear 
in the foremof{t Box with greater Ad- 
vantage of Drefs? Where more Meet- 
ings for Bufinefs?> Where more Bar- 
gains driven of all forts? And where 


{o many Conveniencies. or Incitements 


to Sleep 2 
THERE 1s one Advantage grea- 
ter than any of the foregoing, pro- 
pofed 
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pofed by the Abolithing of > Chriftia- wae 


nity, that ie will ety extinguifh 
Parties among us, by removing thofe 
Faétious Diltin@ions of High and 
Low Church, of Whig and Tory , 
Presbyterian and Church ‘of Exgland , 
which are now fo many mutual Clogs 
upon Publick Proceedings, and are 
apt to prefer the gratifying themfelves 
or depreffing their Adverfaries, before 
the moft important Intereft of the 
State. 


I confefs, if it were certain that 
fo great an Advantage would redound 
to the Nation by this Expedient, I 
would fubmit and be filent: But, will 
any Man fay that if the Words, Who- 
ving, Drinking, Cheating, Lying, Steal- 
ing, were by Act of Parliament e- 
jected out of the Exglih Tongue and 
Dictionaries; We fthould a ll Awake 

next Morning Chaft and Temperate, 
Honett and Juft, and Lovers of Truth. 
is this a fair Confequence>? Or if 
the Phyficians would forbid us to pro- 
nounce ‘the Words Pox, Gout, Rha- 
matifi and Stone, would that Eye 
dient ferve like fo nap Lalifa ans to 
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deftroy the Difeates themtelves. Are 
Party and Faction rooted in Mens 
Hearts no. deeper than Phrafes_ bor- 
rowed from Keligion, or founded up- 
on no firmer Principles? And is. our 
Language fo poor that we cannot find 
other Terms to exprefs them?, Are 
Envy, Pride, Avarice and Ambition 
fach ill Nomenc lators, that they can- 
not furnifh Appellations for their 
Owners? Will not Heydukes and Ma- 


walukes, Mandarins and Patfhaws, or 


any other Words formed at Pleafure, 
ferve to diftinguifh thofe who are in 
the Miniltry from others who would 
be in it if they could > What, for 
inftance, is eafier than to vary the 
Form of Speech, and inftead of the 
Word, Church, make it a Queftion 
in Politicks, Whether the Monument 
be in Danger? Becaufe Religion was 
neareft at hand to furnifh a few con- 
venient Phrafes, is our Invention fo 
barren, we can find no others? Sup- 

pofe for Argument fake, that the Zo- 
es faven Mrs 4 the Whigs, 
Mrs. Lofts, and shies Liebe aene . Fabdees 
tint, would not Margaritians, Loftie 
ans and Valentinians be very tolerable 
Marks 
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Marks of Diltinétion? The Prafini 
and Veet, two molt virulent Facti- 
ons in Jtaly, began (if I remember 
right) by a Diuttinéion of Colors 
in Ribbans, which we might do with 
as Good a Grace about the Dignity 
of the Blew and the Green, and ferve 
as properly to divide the Court, the 
Parliament, and the Kingdom between 
them, as any Terms of Art whatfo- 
ever, borrowed from Religion. And 
therefore I think there is little Force 
inthis Objection again(t Chriftianity, 
or Profpect of fo great an Advan- 
tage as 1s propofed in the abolifhing 
of it 


TIS again objected as a very ab- 
{urd ridiculous Cuftom, that a Set of 
Men fhould be fufiered, much lefs em- 
ployed and hired, to baw! one Day 
in Seven agaiatt the Lawfulnefs of 
thofe Methods moft in ufe towards 
the Purfair of Greatnefs, Riches and 
Pieafure, which are the conftant Pra- 
ctice of all Men alive on the other 
Six. But this Objection is 1 think, 
a little unworthy fo refined an Age 
as ours. Let us argue this Matter 

3 M 4 calmly : 
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calmly nly ; TL appeal tothe Breaft of any 
polite Free Thinker, whether: in the 
Purfuit of gra atifying a predominant 
Paffion, he hath not always felt a 
wonderful Incitement, by reflecting 
it was a Thing forbidden ; ; And there- 
fore we fee, in order to cultivate this 
Teft, the Wifdom of the Nation 
hath taken fpecial Care, that the La- 
dies fhould be farnithed. with Pro- 
hibited Silks, and the Men with Pro- 
hibited Wine; And indeed it were 
to be withe, that fome other rProhi- 
bitions were promoted, in order to 
improve the Pleafures of the Town, 
which for want of fuch Expedients 
begin alr cady, as I] am told, to flag 
and grow languid, giving way dai- 
ly to “cruel Inroads from the Spleen. 


"TIS likewife propofed as a great 
Advantage to the Publick, that if we 
once difcard the Sy {tem of the Gofpel, 
all Rel; ligion will of courfe be bant- 
thed for ever, and confequently along 


with it, thofe grievous Prejudices of 


Education, which under the Names 
of Virtue, Confcience, Honor, Ju- 
tice, and the like, are fo apt to di- 
ed {turb 
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fturb the Peace of human Minds, and 
the Notions whereof are fo hard to 
be eradicated by Right Reafon or Free 
Thinking, fometimes during the whole 
Courfe of our Lives. 


HERE firft I obferve how diffi- 
cult it is to get rid of a Phrafe which 
the World is once grown fond of, 
though the occafion that firft produced 
it, be entirely taken away. For fome 
Years paft, if a Man had bute an ill- 
favoured Nofe, the deep Thinkers of 
the Age would fome way or other con- 
trive to impute the Caufe to the Pre- 
jadice of his Education. From this 
Fountain were faid to be derived all 
our foolifh Notions of Juftice, Piety, 
Love of our Country, all our Opi- 
nions of God or a Future State, Hea- 
ven, Hell and the like: And there 
might formerly perhaps have been 
{ome Pretence for this Charge. But 
fo effectual Care hath been fince taken 
to remove thofe Prejudices, by an 
entire Change-in the Methods of Edu- 
cation, that (with Honour I men- 
tion i¢ to our Polite Innovators ) the 
Young Gentlemen who are now on 
? a the 
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the Scene, feem to have not the leaft 
Tincture left of thofe Infufions, or 
String of thofe Weeds, and by conle- 
quence the Reafon for abolithing 
Nominal Chriftianity upon that Pre- 
text, is wholly ceaft. 


FOR the reft, ic may perhaps ad- 
mit a Controverfy, whether the ba- 
nithing all Notions of Religion what- 
foever, would be convenient for the 
Vulgar. Not that I am inthe. leatt 
of Opinion with. thofe who hold Re- 
ligion. to. have been the Invention of 
Politicians, to keep the lower Part 
of the World in Awe by the fear of 
Invifiote Powers; unlefs Mankind 
were then very diiterent from what 
itis now: For I look upon the Mafs 
or Body of our People here in Exg- 
land, to be as Free Thinkers, that is 
to fay, as Stanch Unbelievers, as any 
of the higheft Rank. But I conceive 
{ome {cattered Notions about a Su- 
perior Power to be of fingular Ufe 
for the Common People, as furnifhing 
excellent Materials to keep Children 
qaiet when they grow peevilh, and 
provi- 
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providing Tc Lopicks of -Amuik ement i in a 
tedious Winter Night. | 


LASTLY, ‘tis propofed as a fin- 
gular Advantage, that the abolifhing 
of Chriftianity. will very much con- 
tribute. ¢o the uniting of Proteftants, 
by enlarging the Terms of Commu- 
nion {9 as to take in all forts of Dif- 
fexters, who are now fhue out of the 
Pale upon: Account of a few Cere- 

monies which all Sides confefs to be 
Things indifierent: . That this alone 
will effectually anfwer the great Ends 
of a Scheme for Comprehenfion, — by 
opening a large noble Gate, at which 
all Bodies may enter; whereas the 
chaffering with Diffenters, and dodg- 
ing about this or tother Ceremony, 
is but like opening a few Wickets, 
and leaving them at jar, by which 
no more than one can get in at a 
time, and that, not without {toop- 
ing, and fideling, and f{queezing his 
Body. 


TO all this I anfwers that there 
is one darling Inclination of Man- 
kind, which ufually affects to be a 
Retainer 
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Retainer to Religion, though fhe be 
neither it’s Parent, its Godmother, 
nor its Friend; I mean the Spirit of 
Oppofition , that lived long before 
Chriftiani oe and can eafily  fubfift 
without it. Let us for inftance, ex- 
amine pherdih the Oppofition of Sé- 
caries among us confifts, we fhall 
find Chriftianity to have no fhare in 
it at all. Does the Gofpel any: where 
prefcribe a ftarcht {queezed Counte- 
mance, a Stiff formal Gate, a fingu- 
larity of Manners and Habit, or any 
affected Forms and Modes of Speech 
different from the reafonable Part of 
Mankind. Yet, if Chriftianity did 
not lend it's name, to ftand in the 
Gap, and to employ or divert -thefe 
Humors, they mutt of neceflity be 
{pent in Contraventions to the Laws 
of the Land, and Difturbance of the 
Publick Peace. There’ is a- Portion 
of Enthufiafn afligned to every Na- 
tion, which if 1¢ hath’ not proper Ob- 
ets t to work on, will burft out, and 


fet all into a Flame. If the Quiet of 
a State can be bought by only  fling- 
ing Men a few Ceremonies to devour, 


It 13 a Parchafe no Wife Man would 
refufe, 


—— Abolifbing.G Cbriflianity, 
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refute. Let the Maftiffs amufe them- 


felves about a Sheepskin. ftufft ‘with 
Hay, provided: it: will keep them 
from Worrying the Flock. The In- 
{titution of Convents abroad, feems 
in one Point a ftrain of great Wif- 
dom, there being few Irregularities 
in human Paffions, which may not 
have recourfe to vent themfelves in 
fome of thofe Orders, which are fo 
many Retreats for the Speculative , 
the Melancholy, the Proud, the Si- 
lent, the Politick and the Morofe, 
to {pend themfelves, and evaporate 


the Noxious Particles; foreach of 


whom we in this Ifland are forced to 
provide a feveral Sect of Religion, 
to keep them Quiet; and whenever 
Chriftianity fhall be abolifhed, the 
Legiflature muft find fome other Ex- 
pedient to employ and entertain them, 
For what imports it how large a Gate 
you open, if there will be always 
left a Number who iplace a Pride and 
a Merit in not coming in. 


HAVING thus confider’d the 
moft important Objections © geen 
makina and the chief Advan- 
tages 
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tages propofed by the Abolifhing there- 
of; I thal] now with equal Deference 
and Submiffion to witer Judgments 
as before, proceed t6 mention a few 
Inconveniencies that may happen, if 
the Gofpel fhould be repealed, which 
perhaps the Projectors may not have 
fufficiently confidered. 


AND firft, Iam very fenfible how 
much the Gentlemen of Wit and 
Pleafure are apt to murmur, and be 
choqued at the fight of fo many dag- 
gled-tail Parfons, that happen fo fall 
in their way, and offend their Eyess 
but at the fame Time thefe wife Re- 
formers do not confider what an Ad- 
vantage and Felicity it is, for great 
Wits. to be always provided with Ob- 
jects of Scorn and Contempt, in or- 
der to exercife and improve their 
Talents, and divert their Spleen from 
falling on each other or on them- 
felves, efpecially when all this may be 
done without the leaft imaginable Dan- 
get to their Perfons. 


AND to urge another Argument 
of a parallel Nature. If Chriftianity 
were 
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were once abolifhed, how would the 
Free Thinkers, the Strong Reafoners, 
and the Men of profound Learning, 
be able to find another Subject fo cal- 
culated in all Points whereon to dif- 
play their Abilities. What wonder- 
ful Productions of Wit fhould we be 
deprived of, from thofe whofe Geni- 
us by continual Practice hath been 
wholly turn’d upon Railery and In- 
vectives again{t Religion, and would 
therefore never be able to fhine or 
diftinguifh chemfelves upon any other 
Subject. We are daily complaining 
of the great decline of Wit among 
us, and would we take away the 
greateft, perhaps the only Topick we 
haveleft? Who would ever have fuf- 
pected Afeil for a Wit, or Toland for 
a Philofopher, if the inexhauftible 
Stock of Chriftianity had not been 
at hand to provide them with Mate- 
rials. What other Subject throngh all 
Art or Nature could have produced 
Tindall for a profound Author, or 
furnifhed him with Readers. It is 
the wife Choice of the Subject that 
alone adorns and diftinguifhes the 
Writer. For, had a Hundred fuch 
Pens 
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Pens as thefe “been ‘employed on the 
fide ws seopeciee they would -have 
immediately {unk into Silence and Ob- 
renee 


NOR do I think it wholly 
groundlefs, or my Fears altogether 
imaginary, that the Abolifhing of 
Chriftianity may perhaps bring the 
Church in Danger, orat leaft put the 
Senate to the Trouble of another Se- 
curing Vote. I defire I may not be 
miftaken ; ; 1 am far from prefuming 
to affirm or think that the Church is 
in Danger at prefent, or as Things 
now {tand, but we know*not how 
foon it may be fo when the Chriftian 
Religion is rote As plaufible as 
this Project { feems, there may a dan- 
gerous Del ign lurk undet it; No- 
thing can be more notorious, than 
that the Atheifts, Deifts, Beotteiles ty 
Anti-Trinitarians, and ‘other Subdivi- 
fions of Free Thinkers, are Perfons 
of: little Zeal for the prefent Ecclefi- 
aftical Eftablifhment: Their declared 
Opinion is for repealing the Sacra-~ 
mental Tet, they are very indifferent 
with regard to Ceremonies. nor do 


they 


a Chriftianity. 


they, hold the Jus Divinum of Epil- 
copacy. Therefore they may be in- 
tended as one Politick ftep towards 
altering the Conftitution of the Church 
Eftablithed , and fetting up Presby- 
tery in the ftead, which I leave to 
be further confidered by thofe at the 
Helm. | 


IN the laft Place, I think nothing 
can be more plain, than that by this 
Expedient, we fhall run into the Evil 
we chiefly. pretend to avoid 5 and that 
the Abolifhment of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, will be the readieft Courfe we 
can-take to introduce Popery. And 
Jam the more inclined to this Opi- 
nion, becaufe we know it has been 
the conftant Practice of the Fefuits to 
fend over Emiffaries, with In{tructions 
to perfonate themfelves Members of 
the feveral prevailing Sects amongft 
us. So it is recorded, that they have 
_atfundry Times appeared in the Guife 
Of Presbyterians, Anabaptifts, Indepen- 
dents and Quakers, according as any 
of thefe. were moft in Credit; So, 
fince the Fathion hath been taken up 
of exploding Religion, the Popih 
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Miflionaries have not been wanting 
to mix with the Free-Thinkers; a- 
mong whom, ‘Toland the great Oracle 
of the Anti-Chriftians is an Irifh Prieft, 
the Son of an Jrifh Prieft 5 and the 
inoft learned and ingenious Author 
of a Book called the Rights of the 
Chriftian Church, was in a proper Jun- 
éture reconciled to the ,Romifh Faith, 
whofe true Son, a3 appears by a hun- 
dred Paflages in his Treatife he frill 


continues. Perhaps I could add fome 


others to the Number; but the Fac 
is beyond Difpute, and the Reafoning 
they proceed by is right: For fappo- 
fing Chriftianity to be extinguifhed, 
the People will never be at Bafe all 
they find out fome other Method of 
Worfhip.; which will asinfallidy pro- 
duce Super{tition, as this will end in 
Popery. 


AND therefore, if ‘notwithftand- 
imp all Thave faid, it {till be thought 
neceffary to have a Bill broughe. in 
for repealing Chriftianity; 1° would 
humbly offer an Amendments that 
inftead of the Word, Chriftranity , 
may be put Religion in general, which 
I con- 


E conceive will much better anfwer 
all the good Ends propofed by the 
Projectors of it. For, as long as we 
leave in being, a God and his Provi- 
dence, with all the neceffary Confe- 
quences which curious and- inguifi- 
tive Men will be apt to draw trom 
{uch Premifes, we do not ftrike at 


the Root of the Evil, though we 


fhould ever fo effedually annihilate 
the prefent Scheme of the Gofpel ; 
For, of what ufe is Freedom. of 
Thought, if it will not produce 
Freedom of Action, which is the fole 
End, how temote foever in Appear- 
ance, of all Objections againft Chri- 
ftianity; And therefore, the Free: 
Thinkers confider it as a fort of Edis 
fice, wherein all the Parts have fuck 
a mutual Dependence on each other, 
that if you happen to pull out one 
fingle Nail, the whole Fabrick mutt 
fall to the Ground. This was hap- 
pily expreft by him who had heard 
of a Text brought for proof of the 
Trinity, which in an antient Manu- 
{cript was differently read; He there- 
pon immediately took the Hint, and 


by a fudden Deduction of a long 


N 2 Sorites, 


_ 
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Sorites, moft Logically concluded 5 
Why, if it be as you fay, 1 may 
{afély Whore and Drink on, and de- 
fy the Parfon. From which, and 
many the like Inftances eafy to be pro- 
duced, I think nothing can be more 
manifeft, than that the Quarrel 1s not 
againft any particular Points of hard 
digeftion in the Chriftian Syftem, but 
againft Religion in general, which 
by laying Reftraints on human Na- 
ture, is fuppofed the great Enemy 
to the Freedom of Thought and 
Action. 


UPON the whole, if it thall 
till be thought for the Benefit of 
Church and State, that Chriftianity 
be abolifhed; I conceive however, it 
may be more convenient to defer the 
Execution to a Time of Peace, and 
not venture in this Conjuncture to 
difoblige our Allies, who as it falls 
out, are all Chriftians, and many of 
them, by the Prejudices of their Edu- 
cation, fo bigotted, as to place a fort 
of Pride in the Appellation. If up- 


on being rejected by them, we are to 
truft to an 


Alliance with the Turk, we 


fhall 


{hall find our felves much deceived : 
For, as he is too remote, and gene- 
rally engaged in War with the Perfran 
Emperor, fo his People would bemore 
Scandalized at our Infidelity, than our 
Chriftian Neighbours. . For they are 
not only ftrict obfervers of Religious 
Worthip.; ut what is worfe, believe 
a God, which is more than is requi- 
red of us even while we preferve che 
Name of Chriftians. 


T O conclude, Whatever fome may 
think of the great Advantages to 
Trade by this favourite Scheme, I do 
very much apprehend, that in Six 
Months time after the Ac is paft for 
the Extirpation of the Gofpel, the 
Bank, and Eaft-India Stock, may fall 
at leaft One per Cent: ‘And fince that 
is Fifty times more than ever the Wif- 
dom of our Age thought fit to ven- 
ture for the Prefervation of Chriftia- 
nity, there is no Reafon we fhould be 
at fo great a Lofs meerly for the fake 
of deftroying it. 
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By a Perfon of QUALITY. 


Written in the Year, 1709. 


Riccmmesint 


TO THE 
Countefs of BERKELEY. 


Madam, 


Y Intention in prefixing Your 
Ladyfhip’s Name, is not, 
Vii + after the common Form, to 
| defire Your ProteGion of the follow- 
li ing 


ing Papers; .which I take to be a 
very unreafonable Requeft; fince by 
being infcribed to your Ladyfhip, tho’ 
without Your Knowledge, and from 
a concealed Hand, You cannot re- 
commend them without fome Sufpi- 
cion of Partiality. My real Defign 
is, I confefs, the very fame I have 
often detefted in moft Dedications; 
That of Publifhing Your Prailes to 
the World. Not upon the Subjed 
of Your noble Birth, for I know o- 
thers as Noble; or of the Greatnefs 
of Your Fortune, for I know others 
far greater ; or of that beautiful Race 
(the Images of their Parents) which 
calls you Mother: For even this may 
perhaps have been equall’d in fome 
other Age or Country. Befides, none 
of thefe Advantages do derive any 
Accomplifhments to the Owners, but 
ferve at be{t only to adorn what they 
really poffefs. What I intend, is 
Your Piety, Truth, Good Senfe, and 
good Nature, Affability, and Charity ; 
whereia I wifh Your Ladyfhip had 
many Equals, or any Superiors ; and 
I with I could fay I knew them too, 
for then Your Ladythip might have 
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had a Chance to efcape this Addrefs. 
In the mean time, I think it highly 
neceflary for the Intereft of Virtue 
and Religion that the whole King- 
dom fhould be informed in fome: Parts 
of Your Character: For Inftances 
that the eafieft. and politeft Conver- 
{fation, joynd with the: trueft Piety, 
may be obferved in Your Ladythip 
in as great Perfection as they were 
ever feen apart in any other Perfons. 
That by Your Prudence and Manage- 
ment under feveral Difadvantages, 
You have preferv'd the Luftre of that 
moft Noble Family into which You 
are grafted, and which the unmeafu- 
rable Profufton of Anceftors: for ma- 
ny Generations had too much eclipfed. 
Then, how happily. You perform 
every Office of Life to which Provi- 
dence hath called You: In the Educa- 
tion of thofe two incomperable Daugh- 
ters, whofe Conduct is fo univerfally 
admir’d 5 in every Duty of a prudent, 
complying, affectionate Wifes; in 
mi) that Care which defcends to the mean- 
a eft of Your Domefticks;. and laftly, 

ie in that Endlefs Bounty to the Poor, 
ree | and Difcretion where to diftribute ic. 
i I in- 


Tinfift on my Opinion, that it is of 
Importance for the Publick to know 
this and a great deal more of Your 
Ladythip; yee whoever goes about 
to inform them, fhall inftead of find- 
ing Credit, perhaps be cenfured for a 
Flatterer. To avoid fo ufual a Re- 
proach, I declare this to be no Dedi- 
cation, but properly an Introduction 
to a Propofal for the Advancement 
of Religion and Morals, by tracing, 
however imperfettly, fome few Li- 
neaments in the Character of a Lady, 
who hath fpent all her Life in the Pra- 
ctice and Promotion of both, 


MONG all the Schemes offered 
| tothe Publick in this projecting 
Age, I have obferved with fome Dif. 
pleafure, that there have never been 
any for the Improvement of Religion 
and Morals: Which befide the Piety 
of the Defign from the Confequences 
of fuch a Reformation in a future 
Life, would be the beft natural Means 
for advancing the Publick Felicity of 
the State, as well as the prefent Hap- 
pines of every Individual. For, as 
much as Faith and Morality are decli- 
ned 


Aduancement of Religion, &c¢. 18 


> 


= 


Sareea oars sti aap tient nonlethal an 
eee nee sae 
3 ——— 
as eee oe 


=e 
OS mre ent on gempesanentnerioninrceenc ee 
j 


= 


y 


CMU - 


186 


B wh Proje for the 


ned among us, I am altogether con- 
fident, they might: in a thort Time; 
and with no very great Trouble be 
raifed to as. high a Perfection as Num- 
bers. are capable of receiving. «Ine 
deed the Method. is fo-eafy and ob- 
vious, and fome prefent Opportuni- 
ties fo good, that in order to have 
this Project reduced to. Praétice, there 
feems to want nothing more than to 
put chofe in mind who by their Ho- 
nour, Duty, and Intereft are, chiefly 
concerned. 


BUT becaufe it is Idle to propofe 
Remedies before we are aflur’d of the 
Difeafe,, or to be in: Pain “cll we are 
convinced of the Dangers 1 thall firft 
fhew in general, that the Nation. is 
extreamly corrupted in Religion and 
Morals; and then 1. will -offer.a 
{hort Scheme for the Reformation of 
both. 


A$ to the Firft; Iknow it is rec- 
koned but a Form of Speech when 
Divines complain of the Wickednefs 
of the Age: However, I believe, up- 
on a fair Comparifon with other 
Times 


Times and Countries, it would be 
found an undoubted Truth. | 


FOR, Fir; To deliver nothing 
but plain Matter of Fac without Ex- 
ageeration or Satyr; I fuppofe it will 
be granted, that hardly. one in a 
hundred among our People of Qua- 
lity or Gentry, appears to act by any 
Principle of Religion; That great 
Numbers of them do entirely difcard 
it, and are ready to own their Disbe- 
lief of all Revelation in ordinary 
Difcourfe. _ Nor is the Cafe much bet- 
ter among the Vulgar, efpecially in 

reat Towns, where the Prophane- 
nefs and Ignorance of Handicrafts- 
men, {mall Traders, Servants, and 
the like, are to a Degree very hard 
to be imagined greater. Then, it is 
obferved abroad, that no Race of 
Mortals hath fo little Senfe of Reli- 
gion as the Exglifh Soldiers; ta con- 
firm which, I have been often told 
by great Officers in the Army, that 
in the whole Compafs of their Ac- 
quaintance, they could not recollect 
three of their Profeflion, who feemed 
to regard or believe one Syllable of 


the. 
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the Gofpel: And the fame at leaft 
may be aflirmed of the Fleet. |The 
Confequences of all which upon the 
Actions of Men are equally manifett. 
They never go about, “as in former 
Times, to hide or palliate their: Vi- 
ces, but expofe them freely to View 
like any other common Occurrences 
of Life, without the leaft Reproach 
from the World or themfelves. For 
inftance, any Man will tell you, he 
intends to be drunk this Evening, 
or was fo laf Night, with as little 
Ceremony or’ Scruple, “as he would 
tell you the Time of the Day. He 
will let you know he is going to a 
Whore, or that-he has got a Clap, 
with as much Indifferency as he would 
a Piece of Publick News. _He will 
fwear, curfe, or blafpheme without 
the Jeaft Paffion or Provocation. And, 
though all regard for Reputation js 
not quite Jaid afide im the other Sex, 
‘tis however at fo low an Ebb, \ that 
very few among them feem to think 
Virtue and Conduct of abfolute Ne- 
ceffity for: preferving it. “If this be 


-not fo, how comes it to pafs, that 


Women of tainted Reputations find 
the 


eee 


the {ame Countenance ‘and Reception 
in all Publick Places, with’ thofe of 
the niceft Virtue, who pay, and re- 
ceive Vifits from them without any 
manner of Scruple 3 which Proceed- 
ing, asit 1s not very old among us, 
fo I take it to be of moft pernicious 
Confequence: It looks like a fort of 
compounding between Virtue and 
Vice, as if a Woman were allowed 
to be Vicious, provided fhe be: not 
profligate; as if there were’a certain 
Point where Gallantry ends; and In- 
famy begins; or that a hundred Cri- 
minal Amours were not as pardonable 
as half a Score. 


BESIDE. thofe Corruptions -al- 
ready mentioned, it would be End- 
lefs to Enumerate fuch as arife from 
the Excefs of Play, or Gaming: The 
Cheats, the Quarrels, the Oaths and 
Blafphemies among the Men, ‘Among 
the Women, the Neglect of “Hou- 
fhold Affairs, the Ulntimited Free- 
doms, the Undecent Paflion' ‘And 
laftly, the known Inlet to all Lewd- 
nefs, when after an il] Run, the Per- 
fon mutt anfwer the Defedts of the 
Purfe : 
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Purfe: The Rule on fuch Occafions 


holding true in Play as it does in 
Law ; Quod non babet in Cramena, luat 
in Corpore: 


BUT. all thefe are Trifles in Com- 
parifon, if we {tep into other Scenes, 
and confider the Fraud and. Coufinage 
of Trading-men and Shop-keepers; 
that infatiable Gulp of Injuftice and 
Oppreffion, the Law. The open. 
Traffick of all Civil and Military Em- 
ployments (I with it refted there ) 
without the leaft Regard. to Merit. or 
Qualifications: The corrupt Manage- 
ment of Men in Offices the many 
deteftable Abufes in chufing thofe who 
reprefent the People, with the Ma- 
nagement of Interefts and Factions 
among the Reprefentatives. To which 
IT muft be bold to add the Ignorance 
among fome of the Lower Clergy ; 
the mean fervile Temper of others 3 
the pert Pragmatical Demeanor of 
feveral young Stagers in Divinity, 
upon their firf{ producing themfelves 
into the World; with many. other 
Circumftances needlefs, or rather in- 
vidious to mention; which) falling 
in 


in with the Corruptions already re- 
lated, have, however unjuftly, al- 
moft render’d the: whole Order con- 
temptible. 


THIS is a fhort View of the ge- 
neral Depravities among us, without 
enitring into particulars, which would 
be an endlefs Labour. Now, as uni- 
verfal and deep rooted as thefe appear 
to be, I am utterly deceived, if an 
effectual Remedy might not be applied 
to moft of them; neither am I at 
prefent upon a wild {peculative Pro- 
ject, but fuch a one as may be eafily 
put in Execution: 


FOR, While the Prerogative. of 
giving all Employments continues in 
the Crown, either immediately, or 
by Subordination ; it isin the Power 
of the Prince to make Piety and Vir- 
tue become the Fafhion of the Age, 
if at the fame ‘time’ he would make 
them neceflary Qualifications for. Fa- 
vour and Preferment. 


IT is clear from prefent Experi- 
ence, that the bare Example of the 
beft 
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beft Prince, will not have any mighty 
Influence where the Age is very cor- 
rupt. For, when was there ever a better 
Prince on the Throne than the prefent 
Queen? JI donot talk of Her Talent 
for Government, Her Love of the 
People, or any other Qualities that 
are purely Regal; bute Her Piety, 
Charity, Temperance, Conjugal Love, 
and whatever other Virtues do beft 
adorn a _ private Life 5 wherein with- 
out Queftion or Flattery , She hath 
no Superior: Yet neither will it be 
Satyr or peevifh Invective to affirm, 
that Infidelity and Vice are not mach 
diminifhed fince Her coming to the 
Crown, nor will, in Probability, “tll 
fome more effectual Remedies be pro- 


vided. 


THUS human Nature feems to 
lie under this Difadvantage, that the 
Example alone of “a vicious. Prince 
will in time corrupt an Age, bue That 
of a good One: will) not be fufficient 
to reform it, without; further Endea- 
vours. Princes muft therefore fup- 
ply this Defe& by a vigorous Exer- 


cife of that Authority which. the Law 
has 


has left them, by making it every 


~Man’s Entereft and Honour to culti- 


vate Religion and Virtue; by rendring 
Vice a Difgrace, and the certain Ruin 


to Preferment or Pretentions: All 
which they fhould firft attempt in their 


own Courts and Families. For in- 


| f{tance; Might not the Queen’s Do- 
/mefticks of the middle and lower Sore, 
be obliged upon Penalty of Sufpen- 
fion or Lofs of their Employments, 


to a conftant Weekly Attendance, 
on the Service of the Church; toa 


decent Behaviour in it; to receive the 
Sacrament Four Times in the Year; 


to avoid Swearing and trreligious pro» 


_phane Difcourfes; and to the Appea- 
/rance at leaft, of Temperance and 


Chaftity > Might not the Care of ‘all 
this be committed to the ftriét In- 


fpeCtion of proper Officers? Might 
not thofe of higher Rank and nearer 
Accefs to Her Majelty, receive Her 


own Commands to the fame Purpofe, 


‘and be countenanced or disfavoured 


according as they obey > Might not 


the Queen lay Her Injunctions on the 


Bifhops, and other great Men of un- 
doubted Piety,. to make diligent En- 


O quiry, 
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quiry, and give Her Notice, if any 
Perfon about Her fhould happen to.be | 
of Libertine Principles or Morals 2. 
Might not all thofe who enter upon’ 
any Office in Her Majefty’s Family, be | 
obliged to take an Oath parallel with 
That againft Simony, which is admi- 
niftred to the Clergy? “Tis not to 
be doubted, but that if thefe or the. 
like Proceedings were duly obferved, 
Morality and Religion would foon be- 
come fafhionable Court Virtues; and 
be taken up as the only Methods to 
get or keep Employments there; which 
alone would have mighty Influence 
upon many of the Nobility, and 
principal Gentry. | 


BUT, If the like Methods were 
purfued as far as poflible with regard 
to thofe who are in the great Employ- 
ments of the State, it 1s hard to con- 
ceive how general a Reformation it 
might in time produce among us, 
For, if Piety and Virtue were once | 
reckoned Qualifications necefflary for. 
Preferment; every Man thus endowed, | 
when put into great Stations, would 
readily imitate the Queen’s Example | 
in 


Advan 
in the Diftribution of all Offices in 
his Difpofals efpecially if any appa- 
rent Tranfgreflion thro’ Favour or 
Partiality, would be imputed to him 
for a Mifdemeanor, by which he 
_ mutt certainly forfeic his Favour and 
Station: And there being fuch great 
Numbers in Employment, {catter’d 
through every Town and County in 
this Kingdom; if all thefe were ex. 
emplary in the Conduct of their 
Lives, Things would foon take a new 
Face, and Religion receive a mighty 
| Efcouragement: Nor would the pub- 
| lick Weal be lefs advanced 5 fince, of 
| Nine Offices in Ten that are ill execu 
ted, the Defect is not in Capacity or 
| Underftanding, -but in common Ho- 
jnefty. I know no Employment for 
|which Piety difqualifies any Man; 
jand if it did, I doubt, the ObjeGion 
jwould not be very feafonably offered 
Jat prefent: Becaufe, it is perhaps too 
pyatt a RefleQion, that in the Difpofal 
yof Places, the Queftion whether a 
Perfon be fit for what he is recom- 
Wnended, is very often the laft that is 
Thought on, or regarded. 
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I HAVE often imagined, that 
fomething parallel to the Office of 
Cenfors antiently in Rome, would be 
of mighty Ufe among us, and could 
be’eafily limited from running. into 
any Exorbitancies. The Romans un- 
derftood Liberty at lea{t as well as we, 
were as jealous of it, and upon every 
Occafion as bold Affertors. Yet I do 
not remember to have read any great 
Complaints of the Abufes in that 
Office among them; but many. ad- 
mirable Effects of it are left upon Re- 
cord. 
Vices frequent and notorious among, 
us, that efcape or elude che Punifh- 
ment of any Law we have yet’ inven- 
ted, or have had no Law at all againft 
them; fuch as Atheifm, Drunkennefs, 
Fraud, Avarice, and fevera} others, 


which by this Inftitution wilely re= 
gulated, might be much reformed. 
Suppofe for inftance, that itinerary. 


Commiffioners were appointed to in- 
{pe& every where throughout the 


Kingdom, into the Conduct. (at leaft ) 


of Men in Office, with refpect to 
their Morals. and Religion as well as 


their 


There ate feveral pernicious’ | 


Advancement of I Religion, Sc ke. ! 


their Abilities ; To receive the Com- 
plaints and Informations that fhould 
be offered againft them, and make 
their Report here upon Oath, to the 
Court or the Miniftry, who fhould 
reward or punifh accordingly. I a- 
void entring into the Particulars of 
this or any other Scheme, which co- 
ming from.a private Hand, might be 
liable to many Defects, but would 
foon be digefted by the Wifdom of 
the Nation: And furely, Six thon- 
{and ‘Pounds a Year would nat be iff 
Jaid out among asmany Commiffioners 
duly qualified, who in Three Divi- 
_fions fhould be perfonally obliged to 
ake their yearly Circuits for that 
- Parpofe 


BUT. this is befide my prefent 
Defign, which was only to fhew what 
Degree of Reformation 1s in the 
Power of the Queen, without Inter- 
| pofition of the Legiflature, and which 
_ Her Majefty 4s without Queftion obli- 
ged in Confcience to endeavour by 
Her Authority, as much as She does 
by Her. Practice. 
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IT will be eafily granted, that the 
Example of this great Town. hath 
a mighty Influence over the whole 
Kingdoms and it is as manifeft, that 
the Town is equally. influenced . by 
the Court and the Miniftry, and thofe 
who by their Employments or their 
Hopes depend upon them... Now, if 
under fo excellent a. Prince as the 
prefent Queen, we would fuppofe a 
Family {ftrictly regulated as I have 
above propofed; a Miniftry, where 
every fingle Perfon was of diftinguitht 
Picty 3 if we fhould {uppofe all great 
Offices of State and Law. filled after 
the fame Manner, and with fuch as 
were equally. diligent in chufing Per- 
fons who in their feveral Subordina- 
tions would be obliged to follow the 
Examples of their Superiors, under 
the Penalty of Lofs of Favour and 
Place; Will not every Body grant thae 
the Empire of Vice, and Irreligion 
would be foon deftroyed in this great 
Metropolis, and receive a terrible Blow 
through the whole If{land, which hath 
{o great an Intercourfe with it, and fo 
much affects to follow it’s Fafhions. 
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FOR, If Religion were once un- 
derftood to be the neceflary Step to 
Favour and Preferment; ‘can it be 
imagined that any Man would open- 
ly .oftend againft ic, who had the 
Jeaft Regard for his Reputation or 
his Fortune? There is no Quality fo 
contrary to any Nature, which Men 
cannot affect and put on upon Occa- 
fion, in order to ferve an Intereft, or 
gratify a prevailing Paflion. The 
proudeft Man will perfonate Humi- 
lity, the morofeft learn to Flatter, the 
lazie(t will be Sedulous and A@tive, 
where he is in purfuit of what he 
has much at Heart; How ready there- 
fore would moft Men be to ftep in- 
to the Paths of Virtue and Piety, 
if they infallibly led to Favour and 
Fortune. 


IF Swearing and Prophanenefs, 
{candalous and avowed Lewdnefs, ex- 
ceflive Gaming and Intemperance were 
a little difcontenanced in the Army, 
I cannot readily fee what ill Confe- 
quences could be apprehended; if 


Gentlemen of that Profeffion were at 
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leaft obliged to fome external Deco- 
rum in their Condu& ; or even if a 
profligate Life and. Character were not 
a Means of Advancement, and:;the 
Appearance of Piety a moft infallible 
Hindrance, it is impoflible the Cor- 
ruptions there fhould be fo univerfal 
and exorbitant. 1 -have been affured 
by feveral great Officers, that no 
Troops abroad are fo. ill difciplined 


asthe Englifh, which cannot well be 


otherwife, while the cemmon, Sol- 
diers have perpetually before their 
Eyes the vicious Example: of their 
Leaders ; and it 1s hardly poffible for 
thofe to commit any Crime, ‘whereof 
thefe are not infinitely more guilty, 
and with lefs Temptation. 


IT is commonly charged upon: the 
Gentlemen of the Army, that ithe 
beaftly Vice of drinking to Excefs, 
hath been lately from their Example 
reftored among uss which for fome 
years before, was almoft dropt “in 
England. But, whoever the Intro- 
ducers were, they have fucceeded to 
a Miracles many of the young No- 
bility. and Gentry are already become 
great 


great Proficiemts, and are under no 
Manner of Concérn to hide their Ta- 
lent, but ate got beyond all Senfe of 
Shame or Fear of Reproach, 


THIS might foon be remedied , 
if the Queen would think fit to de 
clare, that no young Perfon of Qua- 
lity swhatfoever, who were notori- 
oufly addicted to that’ or any other 
Vice, fhould be capable of Her Fa- 
vour, or even admitted into Her Pre- 
fences with pofitive Command ‘to 
Her Minifters and others in great Of- 
fice, to treat them in the fame Man- 
ners after which, all Men who had 
any Kegard for their Reputation, or 
any Profpect of Preferment, would 
avoid their Commerce. This would 
quickly make Vice fo fcandalous , 
that thofe who could not fubdue, 
would at leaft endeavour to difguife 
it. 


BY the like Methods, a Stop might 
be put to that ruinous Prattice of 
deep Gaming; and the Reafon why 
it prevails fo much, is becaule a 
Treatment dire#ly oppofite in every 
Point 
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Point is made ufe of to promote tt 5 
by which Means, the Laws) made 
again(t this Abufe are wholly elu- 
ded. 


IT cannot be denied that the Want 
of ftri& Difcipline in the Univer(i- 
ties, hath been of. pernicious Confe- 
quence to the Youth of this Nation, 
who are there almoft left entirely to 
their own Management, efpectally 
thofe among them of better Quality 


and Fortune; who becaufe they are 


not under a neceflity of making Learn- 
ing their Maintenance, are eafily al- 
lowed to pafs their Time and take 
their, Degrees with little or no Im- 
provement: Than which therecannot 
well be a greater Abfurdity. For if 
no Advancement of Knowledge can 
be had’ from thofe Places, the Time 
there {pent is at be(t utterly loft, be- 
caufe every ornamental Part of Edu- 
cation is better taught elfewhere: And 
as for keeping Yotiths out of Harms- 
way, I doubt, where fo many of them 
are got together at full Liberty of 
doing what they pleafe, 1t¢ will not 


i 
anfwer the End. But, © whatever 
Abufes 
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Abufes, Corruptions, or Deviations 
from Statutes have crept into the Uni- 
verfities, through Neglect, ,or Length 
of Time; they. might in a great De- 
gree be reformed. by ftrict Injundi- 
ons from Court, (upon each. Parti- 
cular) to the Vifitors and Heads of 
Houfes 5, befides, the peculiar Autho- 
rity the (Queen may haye in {everal 
Colledges, whereof Her Predeceffors 
were the Founders...And among o- 
ther, Regulations. it, would. be very 
convenient to prevent the Excefs. of 
Drink, with that {curvy Cuftem a- 
among. the Lads,..and Parent of the 
former Vice, the taking of Tobacco, 
where it is not abfolutely. neceffary in 
Point of Health. 


FROM. the Univerfities, the young 
Nobility, and others of great For- 
tunes, are fent for early up to Town, 
for fear of contraing any Airs of 
Pedantry by a Colledge Education. 
Many of the younger Gentry retire 
to the Inns of Court, where they are 
wholly left to their own Difcretion. 
And the Confequence of this Re- 
milnefs in Education appears by ob- 
3 ferving, 


ferving, that Nine in’ Ten of thofe 
who rife in the Church or the Court, 
the Law or the Army, are younger 
Brothers, or new Men; whofe narrow 
Fortunes ‘have forced them upon Tn- 
duftry and Application. 


A'S for the Inns of Court; unlefs 
we fuppofe them to be much degene- 
rated, they mult needs be the worft 
inftituted’ Seminaries in any Chriftian 
Country; but whether they may be 
corrected without Interpofition ‘of ' the 
Legiflature, I have’ not Skill enough 
to determine. However, it 1S certain 
that all wife Nations have agreed in 
the Neceflity of va {tri Education, 
which confifted among other Things 
in the Obfervance of Moral Duties, 
efpecially,. Juftice, Temperance, and 
Chaftity, as-well as the Knowledge of 
Arts, and bodily Exercifes: ° But all 
thefe, among us are laughed out of 
Doors. 


WITHOUT the leaft Intention 
fo offend the Clergy, I cannot but 
think, that through a miftaken No- 
tion and Practice, they prevent them- 

felves 


otherwife might lie in their Power, 
to Religion and Virtue: I mean, by 
affecting fo much to converfe with 
each other, and caring fo little to 
mingle with the Laity. They have 
their particular Clubs, and: particular 
Coffee-houfes, where they generally 
appear in Clufters: A fingle Divine 
dares hardly fhew his Perfon among 
Numbers of fine Gentlemen; or if 
he happens to fall into fuch Company, 
he is filent, and fufpicious, in con- 
tinual Apprehenfion, that fome pert 
Man of Pleafure: fhould break an un- 
mannerly Jeft, and render him ridi- 
culous. Now, #! take this Behaviour 
ef the Clergy to be juft as reafonable, 
as if the Phyficians fhould agree to 
fpend their Time in vifiting one ano- 
ther, or their feveral Apothecaries, 
and leave their Patients to fhift for 
themfelves. In my humble Opinion, 
the Clergy’s Bufinefs lies entirely a- 
mong the Laity; neither is there per- 
haps a more effectual Way to forward 
the Salvation of Mens Souls, than for 
fpiritual Perfons to make themfelves 
as agreeable as they can in the Con- 
pecs ver{a- 
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verfations ‘of the Worlds. for which 
a learned Education’ gives them® great 
Advantage, if they wotild pleafe to 
improve and apply it. Ic fo happens, 
that the Mez of Pleafure, who never 
goto Church, nor amufe’ themfelves 
to read Books of Devotion , form 
their Idea’s.of the Clergy from a few 
poor Strolers they often objerve in 
the Streets, or. {neaking out of fome 
Perfon of Quality’s Houfe, where 
they are hired by the Lady at Ten 
Shillings a Month; while thofe’ of 
better Figure and Parts do feldom ap= 
pear, to correct thefe Notions. And 
Jet fome Reafoners think what they 
pleafe, ‘cis certain, that Men muft be 
brought to efteem ‘and love the Cler- 
gy, before they can be perfwaded to 
be in love with Religion. No Man 
values the beft Medicine if admini- 
{tred by a Phyfician whofe Perfon he 
hates or defpifes. If the Clergy were 
as forward to appear 1n all Companies, 
as other Gentlemen, and would a little 
ftudy the Arts of Converfation, to 
make themfelves agreeable, they might 
be welcome: at every Party , where 
there was che leaft Regard for Polites 
ne{s 
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nels or good Senfe; and confequently 
prevent a thoufand vicious or _pro- 
phane Difcourfes, as well as Actions ; 
neither would Men of Underftand- 
ing complain, that a Clergyman was 
a Conftrainc upon the Company, be- 
caufe they could not {peak Blafphemy 
or obfcene Jefts before him. While 
the People are fo jealous of the Clergy’s 
Ambition, as to abhor all Thoughts 
of the Return of Ecclefiaftick Difci- 
pline among them, I do not fee any 
other Method left for Men of thar 
Function to take, in order to reform 
the World, than by ufing all honett 
Arts to make themfelves acceptable 
to the Laity. This, no doube,.. igs 
Part of that Wifdom of the Serpent, 
which the Author of Chriftianity di- 
rects, and is the very Method ufed by 
St. Paul, who became all thines to ail 
Men, tothe fews a fem, and a Greek 
to the Greeks. 


HOW to remedy thefe Inconve- 
niences, may be a Matter of fome 
Difficulty, fince the Clergy feem to 
be of an Opinion, that this Humour 
of fequeftring theimfelyes is a Part of 
their 
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their Duty ; nay, as f remember, they 
have been‘told fo by fome of’ their 
Bithops in their paftoral Letters, par- 
ticularly by ove among them of great 
Merit and Diftinction, who yet. in 
his own Practice hath all’ his Life-time 
taken a Gourfe directly contrary. Bue 
Iam deceived, if an awkard Shame, 
and ‘Fear of il] Ufage from the Laity, 
have not a greater Share in the mifta- 
ken -Condu&, than their own Incli- 
nations: However, if the outward 
Profeffion of Religion and Virtue, 
were once in Prattice and ‘Counte- 
nance at Court, as well as among all 
Men in Office, or who have any 
Hopes or Dependance for Preferment 5 
a good Treatment of the Clergy would 
be the neceflary Confequence of fuch a 
Reformation; and they would foon 
be wife enough to fee their own Duty 
and Intereft in qualifying themfelves 
for Lay-Converfation, when once they 
were out of Fear of being chocqued 
by Ribaldry or Prophanenefs. 


THERE is one further Circum- 
ftance’ upon this Occafion, which I 
know noc whether“it will be very 
Orthoe 
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Orthodox to mention: The Clergy 

are. the only Set of Men:among us 

who conftantly wear a diftin@ Ha- 

bit from others: The Confequence 

of which (not in Reafon but in Fact) 

is this, that as long as any {canda- 

lous Perfons appear in that Drefs, ie 
| will continue in fome Degree a genes 
| val Mark: of Contempt. Whoever 
_ happens to fee a Scoundrel iz a Gown, 
_tecling Home at Midnight ‘(a Sight vi 
neither frequent nor miraculous) is Ha 
apt to'entertain an ill Idea of the ae 
whole Order, and at the fame Time ial 
to be extreamly comforted ‘in his own ed 
Vices. Some Remedy might be put ! 
to this,. if thofe ftraggling Gentlemen 
who come up to Town to feek their 
Fortunes, were fairly difmils’d to the 
Weft-Indies, where there is Work 
enough, and where fome better’Pro- h 
vifion fhould be made for'them, than Hl 
I doubt there is at prefent. Or, what 
if no’ Perfon were allowed to wear 
the ‘Habit who had not. forme Prefer 
ment in the Church, ' or at leaft fome we 
‘temporal Fortune fufficient. to keep ia 
him. out of Contempt? .Though in i | 
my Opinion, it were infinitely better, | ip 
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if all the Clergy. ( except the Bifhops ) 


were permitted to appear. like other 
Men of the graver.Sort,; unilefs .at 
thofe Seafons..when. they..are, doing 
the Bufinels of their Function. 


THERE. is one Abufe in. this 
Town which wonderfully contributes. 
to the Promotion of Vices, that fuch 
Men are often put into, the Commu- 
fion of the Peace, whofe Intereft it 
is, that. Virtue fhould be utterly ba- 
nifhed from among us; who. main- 
tain,. or at leaft enrich themfelves by 
encouraging the grofleft Immoralities 
to whom all the Bawds of the Ward 
pay Contribution for Shelter and Pro- 


tection from the Laws. Thus: thefe 


worthy. Magiftrates, inftead of lef 
fening Enormities, are the Occafion: 
ef juft twice as. much Debauchery 
as there would be without them, For 
thofe. infamous Women. are forced 
upon doubling their Work. and, In- 
duftry, to.an{wer double Charges, of 
paying the Juftice, and. fupporting 
themfelves, Like Thieves, who {cape 
the Gallows, and are let out to fteah 
in order to difcharge the Jaylors Feet 

| LE 


“IT is not to be queftioned, but 


~the Queen ‘and Minilftry might eafily 


redrefs this abominable’ Grievance ; 
by enlarging the Number of Juftices 
of the Peace, by endeavouring to 
chufe Men of virtuous Principles, by 
admitting none who have not confi- 


~ derable Fortunes, perhaps by receiveing 


into the Number fome of the moft 
eminent -Clergy: Then, by forcing 
all of them upon fevere Penalties , 
to act when there is Occafion, and 
not permitting any who are offered, 
to refufe che Commiffion; but in 
thefe Two laft Cafes, which are very 
material, I doubs there will be need 
of the Legiflature. 


THE Reformation of the Stage 
1s entirely in the Power of the Queen ; 
and in the Confequences {t hath upon 


‘the Minds of younger People, does 


very well deferve the ftricteft Care, 
Befide the undecent and prophane 
Paflages ; befide the perpetual turn- 
ing into Ridicule the very Fun@ion 


“of the Priefthood, with other Irre- 


gularities in moft modern Comedies, 
which have been often obje@ed to 
P39 chem ; 
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them; it is worth obferving the di- 
fiributive Juftice of: the Authors, 
which is conftantly applied to the 
Punifhment of Virtue, and the Re- 
ward of Vice; directly oppofite to 
the Rules of their beft Criticks, as well 
as to. the Practice of dramatick Poets 
in ajl other Ages and Countries. For 
Example, A Country Squire, who is 
reprefented with no other Vice bue 
that of being a Clown, and ha- 
ving the Provincial Accent upon his 
Tongue, which is neither a Fault, 
nor in his Power to remedy; muft 
be condemned to marry a caft Wench, 
or a crackt Chamber-maid. ‘On the 
other fide, a Rakehell of the Town, 
whofe Character is fet off with no 
other Accomplifhments but exceffive 
Prodigality, Prophanenefs, Intempe- 
rance, and: Luft; is rewarded with 
the Lady of great Fortune, to repair 
which his Vices had almoft 
ruined. . And as in a Tragedy, the 
Hero is reprefented to have obtained 
many Victories, 1. order ‘to raife his 
Charatter..in the Minds of the Spe- 
ctators, fo, the Hero of. a Comedy 1s 
yeprefented, to have. been victorious 
in 
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inall his Intrigues, for the fame Rea- 


fon. I do not remember that our 


Exglith Poets ever fuffer’d a criminal’ 


Amour to fucceed upon the Stage, 
‘all’ the Reign of King Charles the 
Second, Ever fince that: Time, the 
Alderman is made a Cuckold, the de- 
Jaded Virgin is debauched, and Aduk 
tery and Fornication are {uppofed’to 
be committed behind the Scenes, as 
Part of the Action. Thefe and many 
more Corruptions of the Theatre, 
peculiar to our Age and Nation, need 
continue no longer than while the 
Court is content to connive at or 
negiectthem. Surely a Penfion would 
not be ill employ’d on fome ‘Man of 
Wit, Learning, and Virtue, who 
might have Power to ftrike out every 
offenfive or unbecoming Paflage from 
Plays already written, as well as thofe 
that, may be offered to the Stage for 
the future. By which and other wife 
Regulations, the Theatre might be- 
come a very innocent and ufeful Dj- 
verfion, inftead of being the Scandal 
and Reproach to our Religion and 
Country.: 
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THE. Propofals have hitherto 
made for the Advancement, of Reli- 
gion and’ Morality, are fuch)as:come 
within Reach of the Adminiftration ; 
fuch asa pious active Prince, with a 
{teddy Refolution might foon bring - 
to Effect. Neither am I aware of 
any Objections to be raifed againft 
what I have advanced s unlefsit fhould 
be thought, that the making Religi- 
on a neceflary Step to Intereft and 
Favour, might encreafe Hypocrify a- 
mong us: And) F readily. believe it 
would. But if One in. Twenty, 
fhould be brought over to true Piety 
by this or the like Methods, andthe 
other Nineteen be only Hypocrites; 
the Advantage would ftillbe great. 
Befides, Hypocrify is much more eli- 
gible than open Infidelity and Vice 5 
it wears the Livery of Keligion,..1¢ 
acknowledges her Authority, and 1s 
cautious of giving Scandal. Nay a 
long continued Difguife, is too great 
a Conftraint upon human Nature,’e- 
{pecially an Exglif Difpofition ; Mer 
would leave off their Vices. ont of 
meer Wearinefs, rather than undergo 


the 


the Toil and Hazard, and perhaps 
Expence, of practifing them perpe- 
tually in private. And # believe it 
igs often with Religion as with. Loves 
which by much’ diflembling; at Jaf 
-Ztows real. | 


ALL other Projets to this great 
End have proved hitherto ineffectual. 
Laws again{ft Ummorality have not 
been executed s and Proclamations oc- 
cafionally iffued eut to inforce them, 
are wholly unregarded as Things of 
Form. Religious Societies, though 
began with excellent Intention, and 
‘by Perfons of true Piety, .are {aid { 
know not whether truly or no, te-have 
dwindled into. faétious Clubs; and 
gtown a trade to enrich little knavifh 
Ynformers of the meaneft Rank, fuck 
as common Conftables, and broken 
‘Shopkeepers. | 


AND, That fome effectual At- 
tempt fhould be made towards fuch 
a2 Reformation, is perhaps more ne- 
ceflary than People commonly ap- 
prehend;  becaufe the Ruin of a State 
as: generally preceded by an-univerfal 
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"Degemteracy of Manners, “and Contempt 
of Religion 5 which 1s entirely, our 
Cafe at prefent. 


Diis te wminoreup, quod Leris, iuiperas. Hor. 


NEITHER. is this a Matter to 
be. deferred till: @ more convenient 
Time of Peace and Leilure:. Becaufe 
a. Reformation in Mens. Faith and 
Morals,..1s. the beft natural as well as 
religious Means. to. bring the..War. to 
ood .Conclufion... .For,::1f: Men 
in Truft performed. - their ‘Daty for 
Confcience Sake, . Affairs would. not 
fuffer through Fraud, -alfhood, and 
Neglect, .as. they now perpetually do. 
And if they believed a,God:and His 
Providence , and acted ..accordingly, 
the y might reafonably hope .for His 
divine Afiftance in {o fale a Caufe as 
O 
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N OF. could. the. Majefty, of the 
Englifh Crown appear upon any-.Oc- 
cafion in a greater Luttre,. either’ to 
Foreigners or se te than. by..an 
Adminittration, » which producing fuch 


great Eftects, would.difcover fo much 
Power. 
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Power. And ‘Power being the natu- 
ral Appetite of Princes, a limited Mo- 
narch cannot:{o well gratify it in any 
Thing as a ftri& Execution of the 
Laws. ROL. 


BESIDESs <All’ Parties would 
be obliged to clofe with fo good a 
Work as this, for their own Reputa- 
tion: Neither is‘any Expedient more 
likely to unite them: “For, the moft 
violent Party-men 1 have ever’ ob- 
ferved, are fuch as ‘in the Conduéd 
of their Lives have ‘difcovered Jeaft 
Senfe of Religion or Morality; and 
when vall fuch are laid afide, at leaft 
thofe among them: as fhall be found 
incorrigible, it will be a Matter per- 
haps of no great: Difficulty to recone 
cile the reft: 


fent in every Bratich of Bufinefs, are 
almoft inconceivable. I Kave heard 
it-computed’ by skilful Perfons, that 
of Six Millions ‘raifed every Year 


- THE: many’ Corruptions at pre- 


for the Service of the Publick, one 


Third at -Jeaft, is:funk and intercep- 
ted through the feveral Claffes ‘and 
Subor- 
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~~ Gubordinations. of artful’Men in Of- 


fice, before the Remainder 4s applied 
to the proper Ufe. » This is: an/ac- 
cidental il Effect of our Freedom. 
And while fuch Men are in Truft, 
who have no Check from’ within, 
nor any Views bute towards their In 
tere(t; there is no other Fence againft 
them but the Certainty of being 
hanged upon the. firft Difcovery, by 
the arbitrary Will of an unlimited 
Monarch or his Veger. Among us, 
the only Danger to be apprehended, 
is the Lofs of an Employment; and 
that Danger is to be eluded a’ Theu- 
fand Ways. Befides, ‘when Fraud is 
great, it furnifhes Weapons to defend 
it felf : And at worft, if, the Crimes. 
be fo flagrant, that a Manis laid a- 
fide out of perfect Shame, ( which 
rarely happens,) he retires loaded 
with. the Spoils of the Nation 5. Et frx- 
itur Diss iratis. % could name a 
Commiffion, where feveral Perfons 
out of a Salary of Five hundred 
Pounds, without other vifible Reve- 
nues, have always lived at the Rate 
of Two thoufand, arid laid out Forty 
or Fifty thoufand upon Puarchafes of 
Land 


Land or Annuities.. An Hundred 
other Inftances of the fame Kind 
might eafily be produced. What Re- 
medy therefore can be found againft 
fuch Grievances in a Contftitution like 
ours, but.to® bring Religion into 
Countenance, and encourage thofe 
who from the Hope of future Re- 
ward, and Dread of future Punith- 
ment, will be moved to act with Ju- 
ftice and Integrity. 


T HIS. is nof to be. accomplifbed 
any other Way, but by introducing 
Religion as mach as poflible to be 
the Turn and Fafhion of the Age; 
which only lies in the Power:of the 
Adminiftration, the Prince with ut- 
moft Strictnefs regulating the Court, 
the Miniftry, and other Perfons in 
gteat Employment; and thefe by 
their Example and Authority, re- 
forming all who have Dependance. on 
them. 


IT is certain that a Reformation 
facce(sfully carried on in this great 
Town, would in Time fpread it felf 
over the whole Kingdoms fince mp 

Or 
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of the confiderable Youth. pats here 
pat Seafon: of their Lives wherein 
trongeft Impreflions: care made} in 
otek to improve their Education ‘or 
advance their Fortunes and thofe 
among them who return<into their fe- 
veral ‘Countries, are fure to be fol- 
lowed and imitated as the greareft 
Patterns of Wit and good Breeding, 


AND if Things were once in 
this Train 5 that 1s, if Virtue and 
Religion were eftablifhed as. the ne- 
ceflar Y Titles to Reputation and Pre- 
ferment, and if Vice’ and Infidelity 
were not only loaded with Infamy, 
but made the infallible Ruin of. all 
Mens Pretentions ; ‘our’ Duty by bee 
coming our Interelt would take’ Root 
in our Natures, and! mix with thé.ve-' 
ry Genius. of our, People, fo that it 
would not be eafy for the Example of 
one-wicked Princeto bring us back to 
our former Corruptions. 


{1 HAVE confined’ my felf” Cas 
it is before obferved ) to thofe Me- 
thods for the Advancement of Piety, 
which are. in the] Power of a:Prince 
limited 
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limited like ours, by a (tri Execu- 
tion of the Laws already in force. 
And this 1s enough for a Project that 
comes without any Name or Recom- 
mendation ; I doubt, a great deal 
more than will fuddenly be reduced 
into Practice. Though, if any Dif- 
pofition fhould appear. towards fo 
good a Work, it is certain, that the 
Affiftance of the Legiflative Power 
would be neceflary to make it more 
compleat. I will inftance only a few 
Particulars. 


IN. order to reform the Vices of 


this Town, which as we have faid, 
hath fo mighty an Influence on the 
whole Kingdoms; it would be very 
inftrumental, to have a Law made 
that all Taverns or Ale-houfes fhould 
be obliged to difmifs their Company 
by Twelve at Night, and fhut up 
their Doors; and that no Woman 
fhould be fuffered to enter any Tavern 
or Ale-houfe upon any Pretence what- 
foever. It is eafy to conceive whata 
Number of ill’ Confequences fuch a 
Law would prevent; the Mi(chiefs 

Quarrels, .and Lewdnefs, and 
Thefts, 
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Thefts, ‘and Midnight Brawls, the 
Difeafes'of Intemperante and ‘Venery, 
and a Thouland other’ Evils need- 
lef to mention. . Nor would it be 
amis if the Mafters of thofe ‘Pub- 
lick-houfes were obliged upon ‘the fe- 
vere(t Penalties to give only a pro- 
portioned Quantity of Drink to every 
Company, and when he found his 
Guefts difordered with Excefs, to re- 
fufe them any more. 


I BELIEVE there is hardly a 
Nation in Chriftendom where all 
kind of Fraud is practifed in fo un- 
meafurable a Degree as with us. The 
Lawyer, the Tradefman, the Mecha- 
nick have found fo many Arts to 
deceive in their feveral Callings, that 
they far outgrow the common Pru- 
dence of Mankind, which is in no 
Sort able to fence againft them. . Nei- 
ther could the Legiflature in any 
thing more confult the Publick Good, 
than. by providing fome effectual Re- 
medy againft this Evil, which, im fe 
veral Cafes deferves greater Punifh- 
ment than many Crimes that -are 
capital among us. The Vintner’ whic 
by 


deftroys more Lives than any malig- 
nant Difeafe; the Lawyer who per- 
{wades you to a Purchafe which he 
knows is mortgaged for more than 
the Worth, to the Ruin of you and 
your Family ; the Goldfmith or Scri- 
vener who takes all your Fortane to 
difpofe of, when he has before-hand 
refolved to break the following Day ; 
do furely deferve the Gallows much 
better than the Wretch who is carried 
there for ftealing a Horfe. 


IT cannot eafily be anfwered to 
God or Man, why @ Law: is noe 
made for limiting the Prefs; at leaft 
fo far as to prevent the publithing 
of fuch pernicious Books, as under 
Pretence of Free-Thinking, endeavour 
to overthrow thofe Tenets in Reli- 
gion, which have been held inviola- 
ble almoft in all Ages by every Se& 
that. pretend to be Chriftian, and 
cannot therefore with any Colour of 
~ Reeafon be called Points iz Controverfy, 
or Matters of Speculation, as fome 
would pretend. The Doéttrine of 

the Lrinity’, the Divinity of Chrift, 


the 
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by mixing Poifon with his Wines, 
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the Immortality. of the’ Soul,” and 
even the Truth of ‘all Revelation, 
are’ daily exploded’,! and denied’ in 
Books openly Printed though itis 
to be {uppofed , neither Party’ will 
avow fuch Principles; or own the fup> 
porting of them to be any way necef: 
fary to their Service. 


1T would be endlefs to fet down 
every Corruption: or -Defeét which 
requires a Remedy from the Legifla- 
tive Power. - Senates “are like to have 
little Regard for any Propofals that 
come from without * Doors ;»though 
under a due Senfe of, my own Ina- 
bilities, I am. fully *convinced © that 
the unbiaft Thoughts of an honeft and 
wife Man emploied on the Good of 
his Country, may be better digefted 
than the Refults of a Multitude where 
FaGtion’ and Intereft too often pre- 
vail; asa fingle Guide may direct the 
Way, . better than Five hundred . who 


wk 


have conirary Views; OY look afquint, 
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I SHALL therefore mention but 
one more Particular which I think 
the Parliament ought to take under 
Confideration; whether it be not ‘a 
Shame to our Country, and a Scandal 
to Chriftianity, that in many Towns 
where there is a prodigious Encreafe 
in the Number of Houfes and Inha- 
bitants, fo little Care fhould be taken 
for the building of Churches, thar 
Five Parts in Six of the People are 
abfolutely hindred from hearing di- 
vine Service: Particularly here in 
TFondon, where a fingle Minifter with 
One or Two forry Curats, hath the 
Care fomietimes of above Twenty 
Thoufand Souls incumbent-on him. 
A Neglect of Religion, fo ignomi- 
nious in my Opinion, that it can 
hardly be equalled in any civilized 
Age or Country: 


BUT; To leave thefe airy Ima 
ginations of introducing new Laws 
for the Amendment of Mankind: 
What I principally infift on is a due 
Execution of the old; which lies 
wholly in the Crown, and in the 
Autho- 
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Authority derived from thence. » I 
therefore return to my former Affer- 
tion; that, if Stations: of Power, 
Truft, Profit, and Honour were 
conftantly made the Rewards of -Vir- 
tue and Piety, fuch an Adminiftra- 
tion muft needs have a mighty In- 
fluence on the Faith and Morals of 
the whole Kingdom: And Men of 
great Abilities would thes endeavour 
ro excel in the Duties of a religious 
Life, in order to qualify themfelves 
for publick Service. I may poflibly 
be wrong in fome of the Means I pre- 
{cribe towards thisEnds; but that is 
no material Objection againft the De- 
fign it felf. Let thofe who are at 
the Helm, contrive it better,. which 
perhaps: they may eafily do. Every 
Body will agree that the Difeafe is. 
manifeft, as well as dangerous, that 
fome Remedy is neceflary, and that 
none yet applied hath been eifectu- 
al; which is a fufficient:Excufe for 
any Man who withes well to. his 
Country, to offer his Thoughts, when 
be can have no other End. in View 
but the Publick Good. The prefent 
Queen is a Prince ef as many and 
great 
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great Virtues as ever filled a Throne: 
How would it. brighten Her Cha- 
racter to: the prefent and after Ages, 
if She would, exert Her utmoft Au- 
thority to,inftil fome fthare of thofe 
Virtues into Her people, which they 
are too. degenerate to learn only from 
Her Example. And, be it {poke 
with all the Veneration poffible: for 
fo excellent a Soveraign, Her beft 


‘Endeavours, in this. weighty Afair, 


are a moft important Part of Her 
Duty as well as Her Intereft, and 
Her Honour. 


BUT, It muft be confeft, that 
aS Things are now, every Man thinks 
he has laid in a fofficient Stock of 
Merit, and may pretend to, any. Em- 
ployment, provided. he has been loud 
and frequent in declaring himfelf hear- 
ty for, the Government. ’Tis true, 
he is a Maz of Pleafurey and a Free 
Thinker, that is, in other Words; 
he is profligate in his Morals, and a 
Defpifer of Religions but in Pointe 
of Party, he is one to be confided in: 
he is an Afferter of Liberty and 
Property; he rattles it out againft 

Q 2 Popery 
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Popery and arbitrary Power, and Prie(t- 
craft, and High-Church, *Tis enough : 
He is a Perfon fully qualified for 
any Employment in the Court or 
the Navy, the Law, or the Reve- 
nue; where he will be fure to leave 
no Arts untried of Bribery, Fraud, 
Injuftice, Oppreflion, that he can 
practice with any Hope of Impunity. 
No wonder fuch Men are true to 
a Government, where Liberty rans 
high, where Property however attained, 
is fo well fecured, and where the 
Adminiftration 13 at leaft’ fo gentle: 
"Tis impoflible they could chufe any 
other Conftitution: without changing 
to their Lofs. 


FIDELIEY toa prefent Efta- 
blifhment is indeed the principal 
Means to defend it from a_ foreign 
Enemy , but without other Quali- 
fications will not prevent Corrup- 
trons from within; and States are 
Sak ruined by thefe than the o- 
ther. 
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TO. conclude... Whether ~the 
Propolals 1 have offered towards a 
Reformation, be fuch as are moft 
prudent and convenient, may pro- 
bably be a Queftion; but it is none 
at all, whether fome Reformation 
be abfolutely neceflary; becaufe the 
Nature of Things is fuch, thar if 
Abufes be not remedied, they will 
certainly encreafe, ner ever ftop till 
they end in the Subverfion of a Com- 
monwealth. As there muft always 
of neceflity be fome Corruptions, i 
fo ina well infticuted State, the ex- il 
ecutive Power will be always con- | 
tending againft them, by reducing 
Things (as Machiavel {peaks }) to their 
jirft Principles, never Jetting Abufes 
grow inveterate, or multiply fo far Wey 
that it will be hard to find Remedies, | ey 
and perhaps impoffible to apply them. ~ : 
As he that would keep his Houfe 
in Repair, muft attend every little 
Breach or Flaw, and fupply it im- 
mediately 5 elfe Time alone will bring of 
all to ruin, how much more the at 
common Accidents of Storms and we | 
Rain; He muft live in perpetual | | 
Q 3 Danger La 


a 
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Danger ‘of his Houfe falling about 
his Ears; and will find it cheaper to 
throw it quite down, and build it 
again from the Ground; _ pérhaps 
upon a new Foundation, or at leaft 
ina new Form, which may neither 
be fo fafe nor fo convenient as the 
Old, yr. | | ae 
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According to the Style and Manner 
of the Honourable Robert Boyl’s | 
Meditations. | 


Written duguft, 1704. 


HIS fingle Stick, which you Be 
now behold Inglortoufly lying : 
in that neglected Corner, I 
once knew in a Flourifhing State in 
a Foreft, it was fullof Sap, full of 
Leaves, and full of Boughs,; but 
| now, in vain does the bufie Art of wa F 
Man pretend ¢o Vye with Nature, a | 
by tying that withered Bundle of Hn | 
} 
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Twigs to its faplefs Trunk 3 ‘tis now 
at beft bute the Reverfe of what it 
was, a Tree turned upfide down, the 
Branches on the Earth, and the Root 
in the Air; *tis now hafdled by eve- 
ry Dirty Wench, condemned to do 
her Drudgery, and by a Capricious 
kind of Fate, def{tined to make other 
Things Clean,. and:be Naftyoit felf: 
At Length, worn to the Stumps in 
the Service of the Maids, °tis either 
thrown out of Doors, or condem- 
ned to its Jaft ufe of kindling a 
Fire. When J beheld this, I figh’d, 
and faid within my felf, Strelp 
Mortal Wan is a Wom- Stick ; 
Nature fent him into. the World 
Strong and Lufty, ina Thriving Con- 
dition, wearing his own Hair on his 
Head, the proper Branches of this 
Reafoning Vegetable, till the Axe of 
Intemperance has lopt off his Green 
Boughs, and left him a_ withered 
Trunk: .He then flies. to Art, and 
puts on a Perewig, valuing himfelf 
upon an Unnatural Bundle of Hairs, 
all covered with Powder, that never 
grew on his Head; bue new fhould 
| Scie thy gone thie 


| upon a Broom Stick. 
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this our Broom-Stick pretend ‘to enter 
the Scene, proud of thofe Birchey 
Spoils #t never bore, and all covered 
with Daft, though the Sweepings 
ef the Fineft Lady’s Chamber, we 
fhould be apt to Ridicule and Def- 
pife its Vanity; Partial Judges that 
we are of Our own Excellencies, and 
other Men’s Defaults! 


BUT a Broom-Stich, perhaps you 
will fay, is an Emblem of a Tree 
{tanding on its Head; and pray 
whatis Man, but a Topfy-turvey | 
Creature, his Animal Faculties per- ia | 
petually mounted on his Rational ; 
His Head where his Heels fhould be, 
groveling on the Earth, and yet 
with all his Faults, he fets up to 
be an univerfal Reformer and Cor- : 
rector of Abufes, a Remover of Grie- | 
vances, rakes into every Sluts Cor- 
ner of Nature, bringing hidden Cor- 
ruptions to the Light, and raifes 4 
mighty Duft where there was none 
before, tharing deeply all the while, 

_ in the very fame Pollutions he pre- 
tends to {weep away: His laft Days 
| are 
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are {pent in Slavery ‘to: Women, and 


generally the Jeaft defervings till 
worn to theStumps, like his Brothet 
Bezom, heis either kickt out of Doors, 
or made ufe of to kindle Flames, 
for others to warm themfelves by. 


Various Thoughts, 
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Written Ogober the rift. ide 


E have juft enough Reli- f 
gion to make us hate, but ia 
not cnough to make us love i 
one another. 


REFLECT on Things paft, as 
Wars, Negotiations, Factions, ce. 
We enter fo little into thofe Interefts, 
that we wonder how Men could pof- 
fibly be fo bufy and concerned for 
things fo’ Tranfitory ; look on the 
prefent Times, we find the fame Ha- 
mor, yet wonder not at all. 


fA Wife Man endeavours by con- 
lidering all Circumftances to make 
Con- 


Conjectures, and form Conclufions, 
but the fmalleft Accident intervening 
(and in the Courfe of Affairs i¢ is 
impofhible to forefee all) does often 
produce fuch Turns and Changes, 
that at laft he 1s juft as much in doube 
of Events, as the moft ignorant and 
unexperienced Perfon. 


POSITIVENESS is a good 
Quality for Preachers and Orators, 
becaufe-he that would obtrude~ his 
Thoughts and Reafons upon a Mul- 
titude, will convince others the more 
as he appears convinced himfelf. 


H OW is it poflible to expect that 
Mankind will take Advice, when 
they will not fo much as take War- 
ning. 


{ forget whether Advice be among 
the loft Things which Ariofto {ays 
are to be found. in the Moon, that and 
Time ought to have been there, 


NO Preacher is liftned to but 
Time, which gives us the fame Train 
and Turn of Thought that elder People 
have 


have tried in vain to put into our 
Heads before. 


WHEN we defire or folicit any 
Thing, our Minds run wholly on the 
good fide or Circumftances of it, when 
‘tis obtained, our Minds run only on 
the bad ones. 


EN a Glafs-Hoxfe, the Workmen 
often fling in a {mall quantity of 
frefh Coals, which feems to difturb 
the Fire, but very much enlivens it. 
This feems to allude toa gentle ftir- 
ring of the Paffions that the Mind 
may not languifh. 


RELIGION  feems to have 
grown an Infant with Age, and re-« 
quires miracles to nurfe it, as it had 
in its Infancy. 


ALL Fits of Pleafore are ballanced 
by an equal degree of Pain or Lan- 
guor, ‘tis like Spending this Year, 
part of the next Years Revenue. 


THE latter Part of a Wife Mans 
Life 1s taken up in curing the Follies, 
Prejus 


Various. Thoughts,. ; 


Prejudices and falfe Opinions he had 


contracted in the former. 


WOULD a Writer know howto 
behave ,himfelf, with relation. ta,.Po- 
{terity, Jet him confiderin old: Books, 
what: .he finds.that he is glad to 
know, and what Omiffions he moft 
laments. 


WHATEVER .the Poets pre- 
tend, ‘tis plain they give Immortality 
to none but themfelves; “Tis Homer 
and Virgil .we reverence. and admire, 
not) Achilles. or Exeas,«, With Hifto- 
rians it 1s quite the Contrary, . our 
Thoughts are taken up with the Acti- 
ons, Perfons,. and Events -we Read, 
and we little Sea the Authors. 


WHEN a true Genius appears 
in the World, you may know him 
by this Sign, that the Dunces are all 
in Confederacy againft him. : 


MEN_ who: poffefs, all . the, Ad- 
vantages of Life, are in a State where 
there sare many Accidents to diforder, 


and BHcompglgs but few to pleafe 
them. ‘TIS 


Moral and Diverting. 


"LIS unwife to punith Cowards 
with Ignominy, for if they had re- 
garded'that, they would not have been 
Cowards: Death is their proper Pu- 
nifhment, becaufe they fear it moft. 


THE greateft Inventions were pro- 
duced in the Times of Ignorance, as 
the Ufe of the Lompafs, Gunpowder 
and Printing, and by the dulleft Na- 
tion, as the Germans. . 


ONE Argument to prove that 
the common Relations of Ghoffs and 
Spedires are generally Falfe, may be 
‘drawn from the, Opinion held. thae 
Spirits are never feen. by more than 
one Perfon at a time, that is to fay, 
it feldom happens to above one Per- 
fon ina Company to be poflelt with 
any high degree of Spleen or Melan- 
cholly. | 


I am apt to think, that in the Day 
of Judgment, there will be {mall Al- 
lowance given to the Wife for their 
want of Morals, nor to the Ignorant 
for their want of Faith, becaufe both 
, are 


~< Various Thoughts, 
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are without. Excufe. This renders 


the Advantages equal of Ignorance 
and Knowledge. But, fome Scruples 
‘n the Wife, and fome Vices in the 
{gnorant will perhaps be forgiven 
upon the ftrength of Temptation to 


each. 


THE Value of feveral Circumftan- 
ces in Story Jeffers very much by 
diftance of Time, tho’ fome mimute 
Circumftances are very valuable, and 
it requires great Judgment in a Writer 
to diftingnith. 


‘TES grown a Word of Courfe 
for Writers to fay, This Critical Age, 
as Divines fay, This Sinful Age. 


"TIS pleafant to obferve how free 
the Prefent Age is in laying Taxes 
on the Next. Future Ages fhall talk 
of this; This fhall be famous’ to all 
Pofterity ; whereas, their Time and 
Thoughts will be taken up about pre- 
fent Things, as ours are now. 


THE 


THE Caeliow who is faid to Feed 
upon nothing but Air, hath of -all 


_ Animals the nimbleft Tongue. 


WHEN a Man is made a Spiritu- 
al Peer, he lofes his Surname; when 
a Temporal his Chriftian Name. 


IT is in Difputes as in Armies, 
where the weaker fide {ets up falfe 


Lights, and makes a great Noife to 
| make the Enemy believe them more 
_ Numerous and Strong than they really 
| are. 


SOME Men under the Notions 


of weeding out Prejudices, Eradicate 


i 


Virtue, Honefty and Religion. 


IN all well inftituted Common- 
wealths, care has been taken to limit 
Men’s Pofleflions ; which is done for 
many Reafons, and among the reft, 
for one which perhaps is not often 


_confidered ; That when Bounds are 


| 
| 


fet to Men’s defires, after they have 
acquired as much as the Laws will 
permit them, their private Intereft is 
RK at 
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Various Thoughts, 


at an end, and they have nothing to 
do but to take Care of the Publick. 


THERE are but Three ways for 
a Man to revenge himfelf of the 
Cenfure of the World, to defpife it, 
to return the like, or to endeavour 
to Live fo as to avoid it. The Firft 
of thefe 1s ufually pretended, the 
Laft is almoft impoffible, the univer- 
{al Practice is for the Second. 


HERODOTQOS tells, us that in 
Cold Countries Beafts very feldom 
have Horns, but in Hot they have 
very large ones. This might bear a 
pleafant Application. 


I never heard a finer Piece of Sa- 
tyr againft. Lawyers, than that of 
Aftrologers, when they pretend by 
Rules of Art to tell when a Suit 
will end, and whither to the Ad- 
vantage of the Plantif or Defendant: 
thus. making the Matter depend en- 
tirely upon the Influence of the: Stars, 
without the leaft Regard: to the Me- 
rits of the Caufe. 


THE 
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THE Expreffion in’ Apocryphe 4- 
bout Tobit and his Dog following him, 
IY have often heard ridiculed ; yet 
Homer has the fame Words of Tele- 
machws more than once, and Virgil 
fays fomething like it of Evander. 
And I take the Book of Tobit to be 
partly Poetical. 


I have known fome Men poffeffed 
of good Qualities, which were very 
_Serviceable to others, but ufelefs to 
themfelves; like a Sundial on the 
‘Front of a Houfe, to inform the 
Neighbours and Paffengers, but not 
the Owner within. 


_ ITF a Man would regifter ali his 
Opinions upon Love, Politicks, Re- 
ligion, Learning, @c. beginning from 
‘his Youth, and fo go on to Old Age, 
what. a Bundle of Inconfiftences and 
Contradi&ions would appear at laft. 


| WHAT they doin Heaveti, we 
are ignorant; what they donot; 
bwe are told exprefly, That they neither 
Marry, nor-are given in Marriage. 
| R 2 WHEN 
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WHEN a Man obferves the Choice 
of Ladies now a-days in the difpen- 
fing of their Favours, can he for- 
bear paying fome Veneration to. the 
Memory of thofe Mares mentioned by 

De re eque- Aenophon , who while their Mains 

fri. were on, that is, ‘while they were 
in their Beauty, would never admit 
the Embraces of an Ais. 


‘TIS a miferable thing to live in 
Sufpence, it is the Life of a Spider. 
Vive quidem, pende tamen, improba 


dixit. Ovid. Metam. 


THE Stoical Scheme of Supply- 
ing our Wants by lopping off our 
Defires, is like cutting off our Feet 
when we want Shoes. 


PHYSICIANS. ought. not to 
give their Judgment of Religion, for 
the fame Reafon that Butchers are not 
admitted to be Jurors upon Life and 
Death. 


met | THE .Reafon why fo few Mar- 
ay tt es are Happy, is becaufe Young 
La Ladies 
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Ladies {pend their Time in making 
Nets, not in making Cages. 


TF a Man will obferve as he walks 
the Streets, [believe he will find the 
Merrieft Countenances in Mourning iH 
Coaches. Hi 


: NOTHING more unqualifies a 

| Man to aé with Prudence ,» than a 
Misfortune that is attended with Shame 
and Guilt. 


THE Power of Fortune is con- ae 
fet only by the Miferable; for the ea 
Happy impute all their Succefs to ou 
Prudence or Merit. i 


AMBITION often puts Men 
upon doing the meaneft Offices; fo 
Climbing is performed in the fame vi 
Pofture with Creeping. i 


TLL Company is like a Dog, who 
Dirts thofe moft whom he Loves beft. 


_ -CENSURE is the Tax a Man 
pays to the Publick for being eminent, 
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Faculties of the Mind, 


Auguft the 6th. 1707. 


TO -<== ass 


SIR, 
By EING fo great a Lover of An- ‘a 
) \p tiquities , it was reafonable to Hie 


me fuppofe you would be very much 
obliged with any thing that was Nem. 
I have been of late offended with many 
Writers of Effays and Moral Difcourfes, ! 
for running into State Topicks and |S 
Lhreadbare Quotations, and not han- [a 

: | R A. dling rae 


dling their Subject fully and clofely: 
All which Errors I have carefully a- 
voided in the fellowing Effay, which 
I have propofed as. a Patterz for Loung 
Writers to imitate. Ihe Thoughts and 
Obfervations being entirely New. The 
Quotations untaapht by others, the Sub- 
jek of mighty Importance, and treated 
with much Order and Perfpicuity. It 
bas coft me a-great deal of Time, and 
I defire you will accept and confider 
it as the utwoft Effort of my Genius. 


A 1 ) 

Lritical Effay, &e. 

> HILOSOPHERS fay that 

fs ~ Man is a Microcofin or little 

=~ . World, refembling in Minia- 
ture every part of the great; And 
in my Opinion the Body Natural 
may be compared to the Body Po- 
litick: “And if this be fo, how can 
the Epicureazs Opinion be true, that 
the Univerfe was formed by a fortu- 
itous concourfe of Atoms, which I 
will no more believe, then that the 
accidental jumbling of the Letters in 
the Alphabec would fall by chance 
into a moft ingenius and learned 
Treatife of Philofophy, Rifune tene- 
ats amici. Hor. This falfe Opinion 
mutt needs create many more; ‘tis 
like an Error in the Firft Concottion, 
which cannot be Correéted in the Se- 
cond; the Foundation is weak, and 
whatever Superftra@ure you raife 
bpon it muft of neceffity fall to 

. the 
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the Ground. . Thus Men are led from 
one Error to another, till with Ivion 
they Embrace a Cloud inftead of Fano, 
or like the Dog in the Fable, lofe 
the Subftance in gapeing at ithe Sha- 
dow. For. fuch Opinions cannot 
cohere; but like/the Iron and Clay 
in the Toes of Nebachadnezar’s Image; 
muft feparate..and’ break in’ pieces, 
I have read ina certain Author, that 
Alexander Wept becaufe he had no 
more Worlds ito.Conquer 5» which he 
need not have done, if. the fortni- 
tous concourfe..of : Atoms, could: cre- 

ate one; But ¢his.is (an. opinion fitter 

for. that many-headed Beaft. the Vul- 
gar to entertain, than for fo Wife 

a Man as Epicurwn; thescorrupt Pare 

of his. Sect only, borrowed his: Name 

as the Monkey did. the Cat's’ Claw 


a 


to draw: the Chefnut out of the 


HOW-EVER, . the) firft flep to 
, My 


becaufe as. th 


e Philofopher:/obferves 
ihe dives in the battom. of a. Well, 


yet we need not like Blind M Je 
yet we need not hke Blind Men grope 
in 


Faculttes of the Mind, genx 
in open Daylight. I hope I. may 
be allowed among fo. many far more 
Learned Men to offer my Mite, fince 

a ftander by may fometimes perhaps 
| fee more of the Game than he that 
Plays it... But I do not think a. Phi- 
| lofopher obliged to account. for, every | 

Phenomenon in Nature, or Drown Hh 
himfelf.. with Ariffotle for not being 
able to folve the Ebbing and Flowing 
of the Tide, in that fatal Sentence 
he «paft. upon himfelf, Quia te zon 


capio,. tn capies me. 
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WHEREIN he was.at .once: the 
Judge and. the Criminal, the. Accufer 
and: Executioner. Socrates.on the other 
hand, who faid he knew nothing, 
was. pronounced. by the Oracle to be 
the Wifeft Man in the World. 


Bei 3 I Peis tint engine pe 


BUT, to return from this Dit 
greflion, 1 think it as clear as any 
Demonftration in Exclid, that Nature 
does nothing in Vain, if we were 
able to dive into her Secret Receffes, 

| we fhould find that the fmalleft Blade 


of Grafs, or moft contemptible Weed, a 
has its particular Ufe, but the is chiefly a 


admi- 
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admirable in her minute{t Compofi- 
tions, the leaft and moft contemptible 
Infeck mot difcovers the Art of Na- 
ture, if I may fo call its. tho’ Na- 
ture which delights in Variety, will 
always triumph over Art: And as the 
Poet obferves, 


Naturane expellas furca licet, ufq; 
yecurvet. Hor. 


BUT the various Opinions of Phi- 
lofophers have fcattered thro™ the 
World as many Plagues of the Mind, 
as Pandora’s Box did thofe’ of the 
Body, only with this difference,’ that 
they have not left Hope at the Bot- 
tom. And if Truth be not fled with 
Aftrea, fhe is certainly as hidden as 
the Source of Nile, and can be found 
only in @fopia. Not that I would 
refle&t on thofe Wife Sages; which 
would be a fort of Ingratitude, and 
he that calls a Man Ungrateful, fums 
up all the Evil that a Man‘can be 
guilty of, 


Ingratum fe dixeris omnia dicis. 


BUT 


eerste mae 


BUT what I blame the Philofo- 
phers for (tho’ fome may think it a 
Paradox, ) is chiefly their Prides 
nothing lefs than an Jpfe dixit, and 
you muft pin your Faith on their 
Sleve. And tho’ Diogenes lived in 
a Tub, there might be for ought I 
know as much Pride under his Rags, 
as in the fine fpun Garment of the 
Divine Plato. It is reported of this 
Diogenes that when Alexander came 
to fee him, and promifed to give 
him whatever he would ask, the G- 
nick only anfwered 5 Take not frone 


me what thou canft not give me, but 


ftand from between me and the Light 5 
which was almoft as extravagant as 
the Philofopher that flang his Money 
into the Sea, with this remarkable 
fayingn Piesie ats 


HOW different was this Man from 
the Ufurer, who being told his Son 
would Spend all he had Got, replyed, 
He cannot take more Pleafure in Spend- 
ing than I did im getting it. Thefe 
Men could fee the Faults of each 
other but not their owns; thofe they 
flung 
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flung into. the Bag behinds; Noz vi- 
demus id mantice quod in tergo eff. 
I may be perhaps cenfured: for’ my 
free Opinions, by thofe carping Mo- 
muss,. whom Authors’ Worthip as 
the Indians do the Devil, for Fear: 
They will endeavour to give my Re- 
putation as many Wounds as the 
Man in the Almanack, but I value it 
hot, and perhaps like Flies they may 
buz fo often about the Candle, ill 
they burn their Wings. They mutt 
pardon me if I venture to give them 
this Advice, not to rail at what they 
cannot underfitand ; it does but dif- 
cover that felf-cormenting Paflion of 
Envy, than which the greate(t Ty- 
rant never invented a more cruel Tor- 
ment, 


Invidia Siculi non invenere Tyranni 
Lormentum wajus —~ Juven. 


I muft be fo bold to telP my Cri- 
ticks and Witlings, that they are no 
more judges of this, than a Man that 
is born Blind cam have any true Idea 
of Colours. I have’ always obferved 
that your empty Veffels found loudeft: 
I value 
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I value their Lafhes as little ag the 


Sea did when Xerxes Whipt it. The 
utmoft Favour a Man can expect from 
them, is that which Polyphemws pro- 
mifed Uljfes, that he would Devour 
him the laft: They think to fubdue 
a Writer as Cefar did his Enemy, with 
a Veni, vidi, vici. 1 confefs I value 
the Opinion of the Judicious Few. 
A R-----r, a D----5, or a W-----b, bue 
for the reft, to give my Judgment 
at once, I think the long difpute a- 
mong the Philofophers about a Va- 
cuum, may be determin’d in the Af- 
firmative, that it is to be found in 
a Critick’s Head... They are at beft 
but the Drones of the Learned World, 
who devour the Honey; and. will 
not Work themfelves, anda Writer 
need no more regard them than the 
Moon does the Barking of a little 
fenflefs Cur. For in fpight of their 
terrible Roaring, you may with half 


an Eye difcover the A/s under the 


Lyon's Skin. 


BUT to’ return to. our Difcotrfe, 
Demofthenes. being aske what was the 
Firlt part of am Orator, — replied, 
Aétion, 
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Adion, what was the Second, “Adtioz, 
what was the Third, Acdion, and {fo 
on ad infinitum. This may be true 
in Oratory, but Contemplation® io 
other Things exceeds Adion. “And 
therefore a Wife Man is never lefs 
alone than when he 1s alone: 


Nunquam minus folus quan cum folus:” 


AND Archimedes the famous Mae 
thematician was fo intent upon’ his 
Problems, that he never minded the 
Soldier who came to Kill him. There- 
fore not to detract from the » juft 
Praife which belongs to Orators, they 
ought to confider that Nature which 
gave us Two Eyes toSee,and Two Ears 
to Hear, has given us but One Tongue 
to Speak, wherein however fome do 
fo abound, that the Virtuofi who have 
been fo long inifearch for the Per- 
petual Motion, ‘may infallibly find. it 
there: 


SOME Men admire Republicks, 
becaufe Orators flourith: there molt, 
and are the great Enemies: of ,Ty- 
ranny ; But my /Opinion is, that 

One 


_ One Tyrant is better than a Hundred ; 
Befides thefe Orators enflame the Peo- 
ple, whofe. anger is really but.a 
fhort fic of Madnefs. 


lra furor brevis eff-—--Hor. 


'. AFTER. which, Laws are like 
_ Cobwebs which may catch {mall Flies, 
but. let Wafps and. Hornets break 
through, Butin Oratory thé greateft 
Art is to hide Art. ; 


Artis eft celare Artens. 


BUT this muft be the work of 
Time, we muft lay hold on all Op- 
portunities, and let flip no Occafion, 
elfe we fhall be forced, to. Weave Pe- 
-#elope’s Web, unravel. in the Night 
_ what we did in the Day. . And there- 
fore A have obferved that Time is 
Painted with a Lock before, and 
Bald behind, fignifying thereby thae 
we muft take Time (as we fay) by 
‘the Forelock, for when ‘tis once pat 
there is no recalling it. 


S THE 
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THE Mind of .Man is ‘at fir ft 
(if you will pardon the Expreffion ) | 
like a Tabula rafa, or like Wax, which 
while it is Soft is capable of any 
Imprefliom, iI] time has “hardened | 
ss. And at length Death that. Grim 
‘Tyrant ftops us in the midft of our 
Career. The greateft Conquerors have 
at Jatt been’ Conquered ‘by Death, 
which fpares none from the Scepter 
ro the Spade, | 


Mors Ournibus Communis. 


ALL Rivers ‘go to the Sea, but 
“gone return from it. Xerses Wept 
when’ he beheld his Army, ‘to con- 
fider that in Tels than a Hundred 
Years they would ‘be all Dead. Ana- 
vreon was Choakt with a-Grape-ftone, 
and violent Joy Kills as well’as ‘violent 
Grief. There is nothing in this World 
conftant but Inconftaney 3 ‘yet~-Plato 
thoughe that if Virtue would appear 
to the World in her own native Drefs, 
all Men would be Enamoured with 
her. But now fince Intereft governs 
rhe World, and Men neglect the 
by Golden 
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Golden Mean, Fupiter himfelf, if he 

came on the Earth would be Defpifed, 
unlefs it were as he did to Danae 
in a Golden Shower, For Men now 
adays Worthip the Rifing Sun, and 
not the Setting. 


Pouce eris felix multos numerabis amicos, 


THUS have I in obedience to 
your Commands, ventured to expofe 
/ my felf to Cenfure in this Critical 
Age. WhetherI have done right to 
my Subject, muft be left to the Judg- i 
ment of the Learned Reader: How- | 
ever I cannot but hope that my ar- 
tempting of it may be an Encourage- 
ment for fome able Pen to perform ig 
with more Succefs, 


PREDICTIONS 
FOR THE 
YEAR ‘1708. 


Wherein the Month and Day of the 
Month are fet down, the Perfons 
named, and the great Actions and 
Events of next Year particularly 
related, as they will come to pafs. 


Written to prevent the People of England 
frou being farther imposd on by 
vulgar Almeanack-makers. 


By ISAAC BICKERST AFF Ej, it 


erofs Abufe of Aftrology in this 
Kingdom, and upon debating the 
Matter with my felf, I could. not 
poflibly. lay the Fault upon the Art, 
Sis but 


| HAVING long confidered the 
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Predittions for the 
but upon. thofe grofs Impoftors who 
fet up to be the Artifts. I know fe- 


veral learned Men» have contended 
that the whole is a Cheat; that it is 


-abfurd and ridictilous to Mmagine, the 


Stars can have any Influence at all 
upon humane Actions, Thoughts or 
Inclinations: And whoever has not 
bent -his. Studies that way, may «be 
excufed for thinking fo, when he 
{ees in how wretched a, manner ..that 
noble Art is. treated by a, few mean 
illiterate Traders between. us and the 
Stars; who import a yearly Stock 
of Nonfenfe, Lies, Folly and Imper- 
tinence, which they offer tothe World 
as. genuine from: the Planets, tho’ 
they defcend from no greater a Height 
than their own Brains. 


I intend mma thort ‘Fime to.publith 

a large and rational Defence of this 
Are, and therefore fhall fay no more 
in its Juftification at prefent, than 
that it hath been in all Ages defended 
by many learned Men, and among 
the reft by Socrates himfelf, whom I 
look upon as undoubtedly the wifefk 
of uninfpired Mortals: to whiclr if 
we 
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we.add,..that thofe who have con- 
demned this Art, tho’ otherwife 
earned, having been fuch .as either 
did not apply their Studies this Way, 
or at leaft did not fucceed in their Ap- 
plications: Their Teftimony will not 
be of much weight to its Difadvan- 
tage, fince they are liable to the the 
common Objection of condemning 
what they did not underftand. 


NOR am I at all offended, or 
think it an Injury to the Art, when I 
{ee the common Dealers in it, the 
Students in Aftrology, the Philomaths, 
and the reft of that Tribe, treated 
by wife Men with the utmoft Scorn 
and Contempt; .but rather wonder, 
when 1. obferve Gentlemen in the 
Country, rich enough to ferve the 
Nation in Parliament, poring in Par- 
tride’s Almanack, to find out the E- 
vents of the Year at Home and Abroad, 
not daring to propofe a Hunting 
»Match, till Gadbury or he have fixe 
the Weather. 


I will allow either of the Two.t 
have mention’d, or any other of the 
S 4 Frater. 


Year. 1708. 


Seneattiledtieticnmmmameiaeseaieaies commana 


264 


es eer)?" wen’ we 
PredHions for the 
Fraternity , to be not. only Aftrolo- 
gers, but Conjurers too, if I donot 
produce a hundred Inftances in all their’ 
Almanacks, to convince any reafona-. 
ble Man, that they do not fo much 
as underftand common Grammar and 
Syntax ; “that they are not able to 
{pell any Word out of the ufual Road, 
nor even in their Prefaces write com- 
mon Senf{é or intelligible Exgl#h. Then 
for their Obfervations and Predi@i- 
ons, they are fuch as will equally 
fuit any Age or Country in the World. 
This Month a certaiz great Perfon will 
be threatned with Death or Sickwefs. 
This the News Paper will tell them, 
for there we find at the End of the 
Year, that no Month paffes without 
the Death of fome Perfon of Note ; 
and it would be hard if i¢ fhould be 
otherwife, when there are at Jeaft 
Two thoufand Perfons of Note in 
this Kingdom, many of them old, 
‘and the Almanack-maker has the liber- 
ty of chufing the ficklieft Seafon of 
the Year where he may fix his Predicti- 
on. Again, Ibis Month an eminent 
Clergyman will be preferr'd s of which 
there may be fome Hundreds, half’ of 
' them 
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them with one Foot in the Grave. 
Then, Such a Planet in fuch a Houfe 
foews great Machinations , Plots ane 
Confpiracées, that way in time be brought 
to Light: After which, if we hear 
of any Difcovery, the Aftrologer 
gets the Honour, if not, his Prediéti- 
on {till ftands good. And at laft, 
God preferve K. William from all his 
open and fecret Enemies. Amen. When, 
if the King fhould happen to have 
died, the Aftrologer plainly foretold' 
it; otherwife it pafles but for the 
pious Bjaculation of a Loyal Subject: 
Tho’ it unluckily happened in fome 
of their Almanacks, that poor K. Wil- 
liam was pray’d for many Months af- 
ter he was dead, becaufe it fell out 
that he died about the beginning of 
the Year. . 


TO mention no more of their im- 
pertinent Predictions; What ‘have 
we to do with their Advertifements 
about Pills and Drinks jor the Vene- 
real Difeafe, or their mutual Quar- 

_ fels in Verfe and Profe of Whig and 
_ | Tory, wherewith the Stars have little 
to do, 
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. HAVING. Jong obferved . and 
lamented thefe, and a hundred other 
Abufes of this Art, too tedious to 
repeat, I refolved to proceed_in, a new 
Way, which I doubt not. will be to 
the general Satisfaction of the King- 
dom: I can this Year produce but 4 
Specimen of what I defign for the 
future: Having employ’d :moft. part 
of my time in adjufting and. correct- 
ing the Calculations I made for fome 
Years ‘paft, becaufe I would offer no- 
thing to the, World of which I am 
not as fully fatisfied, as that I am now 
alive. For thefe two laft Yearse I 
have not failed in above one or two 
Particulars ,. and thofe of no .very 
great Moment. -I exactly foretold the 
Mifcarriage at Toulon, with all its 
Particulars ; and the lofs of Admiral 
Shovel, tho’ I was miftaken as to the 
Day, placing that Accident about 36 
Hours fooner than it happen’d 5 but 
upon reviewing my Schemes, I quick- 
ly found the Caufe of that. Error. 
I likewife foretold the Battle at AL 
manza to. the very Day and Hour, 
with the Lofs on both Sides, and. the 
Conte- 
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Confequences thereof. © All which I 
fhewed to fome Friends’ many Months 
before’ théy happened. That is; I 
gave them Papers fealed up, to open 
in fuch a Time, after’ which they 
were at liberty to read them; and there 
they found my Predictions true in every 
Article, except one or two very minutes 


AS for the few following Predi- 
cions 1 now offer the World, I for- 
bore to publifh them till I had peru- 
fed the’ feveral Almanacks for the 
Year we are now entred on. I find 
them all in’ the ufual Strain, and I 
beg’ the Reader will compare their 
Manner with mine: ‘And here I make 
bold to tell the World; that I lay the 
whole Credit of my Art upon the 
Truth of *thefe Predidtions; And I 
will be content, that Partridge, and 
the reft of his Clan, may hoot’ me 
for a Cheat and Impoftor, if I fail 
in any fingle Particular of Moment. 
I believe, any Man who reads this 
Paper will look upon me to be at 
Jeaft a Perfon of as: much Honefty 
and. Underftanding, as a common 
Maker of Almanacks. I do. not Jurk 
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inthe Dark; [am not wholly -un- 
known in the Worlds I have fet my 
Name at length, to bea Mark of In- 
famy to Mankind if they fhall find § 
deceive them.: . 


IN one Thing I muft defire to be 
forgiven, that I talk more {paringly 
of Home Affairs; As it would be 
Imprudence to difcover Secrets of 
State, fo it would be dangerous to 
my Perfon’, but in fmaller Matters, 
and that are not of publick Confe- 
quence, I fhall be very free; -and the 
Trath of my Conjectures will as 
much appear from thefe as the other. 
As for the moft fignal Events abroad 
in France, Flandérs, Italy and Spain, 
I fhall make. no Scruple to Predict 
them in plain Terms: Some of them 
are of Importance, and I hope I 
fhall:feldom’ miftake the Day they will 
happen; therefore I think good «to 
inform the Reader; that Tall along 
make ufe of the Old Style. obferved in 
Exgland, which I idefire he’ will com- 
pare with that of the News-Papers, 
at the time they relate the AQions I 
mention. 

I mutt 
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I muft add one Word more; J 
know it hath been the- Opinion. of 
feveral ‘Learned, who think well e- 
nough of the true Art of Aftrology; 
That the Stars do only ixclize, and 
not force, the Actions or Wills. of 
Men: ‘And therefore, however, I may 
proceed by right Rules, yet I can: 
not in Prudence fo confidently af: 
fure the Events will follow exactly as 
I predict them. 


I hope I have maturely confider’d 
this ObjeGtion, which in fome Cafes 
is of no little Weight: For Example; 
A Man may by the Influence of an 
over-ruling Planet be difpofed or 
inclined to Luft, Rage, or Avarice, 
and yet by the force of Reafon over- 
come that bad Influence; and _ this 
was the Cafe of Socrates: But the 
great Events of the World ufually 
depend upon Numbers of Men, it 
cannot be expected they fhould all 
unite to crofs their [nclinations, from 
purfuing a general Defign, wherein 
they unanimoufly agree. Befides, the 
Influence of the Stars reaches to many 
Tis ee sea | Actions 


ie i 


2 - Predittions for tbe 


Loe “ 


A&ions and Events, which are not 
any way in the Power of Reafon; 
as Sicknefs, Death, and what we.com- 
monly call Accidents, . with many 
more, needlefs to’repeat. 


BUT now it, is. time to..proceed 
to my Predictions, which Ihave be- 
sun to calculate from, the time. that 
the Swz enters into Aries... And this 
I. cake to. be properly the Beginning 
of the natural Year. [. perfue them 
to the Time that he enters Liéra, or 
fomewhat mrore,.which is the bufy 
Period of the Year. . The Remainder 
1. have not. yet .adjufted, upon. Ac- 
count of feveral, Impediments. need- 
lefs here to: mention :, Befides, I muft 
yemind the,Reader again, that this is 
but a. Specimen, of what, I defign in 
{acceeding . Years’ to treat, more at 
large, if L may have Liberty and En- 
couragement, 


MY firft Prediction is but a Trifle, 
yet I will mention it, to fhew, how 
ignorant thege Sottifh Pretenders to A- 
ftrology are in their own Concerns: 
{t relates to Partridge the Almanack- 
maker 3 
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maker; Ihave confulted the Starsof 


his Nativity by my own Rules, and 
find he will infallibly dye upon the 
‘goth of March next, about Eleven at 
night; of a raging Feaver; therefore 
T advife ‘him to confider of it, and 
fettle his Affairs in time. ; 


THE Month of APRIL will 
be obfervable for the Death of many 
great Perfons. On the qth, will dye 
the Cardizal de Noailles, Archbifhop of 
Paris: ‘On the 11th, the young Prince 
of Affurigs, Son to ‘the Duke of Az- 
jon: On the 14th, a great Peer of 
this Realm will dye at his Country 
Houfe : On the 19th, am old Laywaz 
of great Fame for Learning: And on 
the 23d, an eminent Gold{mich in 
Lombard Street. 1 could mention 
others, both at home and abroad, if 
I did not confider it is of very little 
Ufe or Inftruction to the Reader, or 
to the World. 


AS to Publick: Affairs: On the 
gth of this Month, there will be an 
‘ Infurrection in Dauphine, occafion’d 
by’ the Oppreffions ‘of the eho 
vs which 
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which will not be. quieted in, -fome 
Months, 


ON the asth,. will be a violent 
Storm on the Sonth-Eaft Coaft. of 
France, which will deftroy many. of 
their Ships, and fome in the very, Har- 
bour. — 


THE roth, will be famous for 
the Revolt of .2 whole Province, or 
Kingdom, excepting one City, by 
which the Affairs of a certain Prince 
in the Alliance will take a.. better 
Face. : 


MAY. againft.. common ; Conje- 
cures, will be no very bufy, Month 
in Europe, but very fignal for the 
Death of the Dauphin, which will 
happenon the 7th, -after a fhort Sick- 
nefs, and grievous Torments with the 
Strangury. He dies lefs lamented by 
the Court, than the Kingdom, 


O.N the oth, a Marefchal of France 
will break his Leg by a Fall from his 
Horfe. I have not been able to dif- 
cover whether he will then dye or not. 

| ON: 
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OWN the rith, will begina mot 
important Siege, which the Eyes of 
all Europe will be upon: I cannot be 
more Particular, for in relating Affairs 
that fo nearly concern the Confede- 
rates, and confequently this Kingdom, 
I am forced to confine my felf, for 


feveral Reafons very obvious to the 
Reader. 


ON the i5th, News will arrive 
of a very Surprizing Event, chan 
which nothing could be more unex- 
pected. . 


QN ‘the 16th, three Noble Ea- 
dies of this Kingdom will, againtt 
all Expectation, prove with Child, 
tothe great Joy of their Husbands. 


OWN the 23d, a famous Buffon of 
the Play-houfe will dye a ridiculous 
Death fuitable to his Vocation. 


_ FONE. This Month will be 
\ diftinguith’d at home by the utter 
difperfing of thofe ridiculous deluded 
Enthufiatts, commonly call’d the Pro- 

ry phets 5 
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phets; occafiond chiefly by feeing 
the Time come that many ‘of their 
Prophefies , fhould. be fulfill'd,s.and 
then. finding - themfelyes. deceind) by 
contrary Events. .It is indeed’ to be 
admird how. any Deceiver can be fo 
weak to foretel Things near at hand, 
when a very few. Months .muft . of 
neceflity. difcover the Impofture: to,all 
the World; in this Point lefs.pra- 
dent than common Almanack-ma- 
kers, whoare fo wife. to wander in 
generalsand walk dubioufly, and leave 
to the Reader the Bufinefs of inter- 


preting. 


ON the if of this Month, a 
Frezch. General..will be kill’d by 
random Shot of a Cannon Ball. | 


OWN the 6th, a Fire will break 
out in the Suburbs-of © Parés,, which 
will deftroy above /a Thonfand, Hou- 
fes; and feems ‘to. be the foreboding 
of what will happen, to the Surprife 
of all Exrope, about; the end of the 
following Month. 


ON 
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'O.N the roth, a great Battle will 
be fought, . which - will begin at Four 
of the Clock in the Afternoon, and 
Jaft cill Nine ae Nighe with great 
Obftinacy; but no very. decifive E- 
vent. °I.fhall not name the Place, 
for:-the Reafons aforefaid 3. bute the 
Commanders on each: Left Wing will 
bevkilled, ----=-- I fee Bonfires, and 
hear the Noife of Guns for a Vj- 
cory. 


ON the rath, there will be a 


fale Report of the  Frezch King’s 
Death. 


OWN the 20th, Cardinal Portocarerg 
will dye of a Diffentery, with great 
Sufpicion of Poifon ; but the Report 
of his Intentions to revolt to King 
| Charles; will prove falfe. 


FULT. Thev6th of this Month, 
a certain General will, -by a Glorious 
Aion, recover the Reputation he loft 
| by former Misfortunes. 


; ae ON 


get eat ee oe 


ZA 


ee 


rediftions for the 


ese ee 


es 


es ee nd 


ON the rath, a Great Commander 
will dye a Prifoner‘in’ the Hands of 
his Enemies. ; 


ON the 14th, @ fhameful Difco- 
very will be made, ‘of a French Jefuit 
giving Poifon to a great Foreign 
General, and when he is put to the 
Torture, ‘will make wonderful 'Dif- 
coveries. ; 


IN fhort, this will prove a Month 
of great Action, if I might have Li- 
berty to relate the Particulars, 


AT home, the Death of an old 
famous Senator will happen ‘on ‘the 
rsth at his Country Honfe, worn 
with Age and Difeafes. 


BUT that which will make this 
Month memorable to all Pofterity , 
is the Death of ‘the Freach King 
Lewis the Fourteenth, after a’ Weeks 
Sicknefs at Marl?, which will happen 
on the 29th, about’ Six a Clock in 
the Evening. It feems to bean Ef- 
fe& of the Gout'in his Stomach, » fol- 
low’d 
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low'd by a Flux. And in Three 


Days after Monfieur Chamillard: will 
follow his Mafter, dying fuddenly of 
an Apoplexy. 


IN this Month likewife an Aebaf- 
fador will dye in London, but I cannot 
aflign the Day. 


AUGOST. « The Affairs of France 
will feem to fuffer no -Change. for 
a while under the Duke of Burgundy’s 
Adminiftration; but the Genius tha 
animated the whole Machine. being 
gone, will be the Caufe of mighty 
Turns and Revolutions in the fol- 
lowing Year. The new King makes 
yet little Change either in the Army 
or the Miniftry, but the Libels againtt 
his Grandfather that fly about his 
very Court, give him uneafinefs. 


I fee an Exprefs in mighty hafte, 
with Joy and Wonder in his Looks, 
arriving by break of Day on the 
26th, of this Month, having tra- 
veld in) Three Days a prodigious 
Journey .by Land and Sea. In. the 
Evening I hear Bells and Guns, 
‘E 2 and 
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and fee the Blazing of a Thoofand 
Bonfires. 


A Young Admiral of. noble Birth | 
does likewife this Month'gain immor- 
tal Honour by a great Atchievement. 


THE Affairs of Poland are this 
Month entirely fettl'd: Auguflus re- 
figns his Pretenfions, which he had 
again taken up for fome tithe: Sta- 
niflaus is peaceably poffefe'd of the 
Throne: And the King’ of Sweden 
declares for the Emperor. 

I cannot omit one particular Ac- 
cident here at home, that near the 
End of this‘ Month much» Mifchief 
will be done at Bartholomew Fair by 
the Fall of a Booth. 


SEPTEMBER. This Month 
begins with avery furprifing Fit of 
Frofty Weather, which will Jaft' near 
12 Days. 


THE Pope having long Jangui- 
fhed laft Month, the Swellings’ in 
his Legs breaking, and the Flefh Mor- 
tifying 


Year’ 1708. 


tifying, will dye onthe rith Inftane, 
and in thtee Weeks time, after a 
mighty Conteft, be fucceeded by a 
Cardinal of the’ Lperial Faction, but 
Native of Txfcazy, who is now about 
6r Years old. 


THE > French Army Acts now 
wholly on the Defenfive, ftrongly 
fortified in their Trenches; and the 
youns reach King . fends Overtures 
for a Treaty of Peace, by the Duke 
of Mantua; which, becaufe it is a 
mattcr of State that concerns us here 
at home, I thall fpeak no farther of 
if. 


I fhall add but one Prediction 
more, and that in Myftical Terms, 
which* fhall be included in a Verfe 
out of Virgil. 


Alter erit jam Tethys, ¢ altera que 
wehat Argo 
Dilectos Heroas. 


UPON the 25th Day of this 
Month, the fulfilling of this Prediction 
will be manifeft to every Body. 

T4 THIS 
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THIS.1s the fartheft. 1. have pro- 
ceeded. in. my. Calculations forthe 
prefent Year. Ido not pretend, | that 
thefe are all the great Events which 

will happen in this Period,» but;that 
thole I have fet down will infallibly 
come ¢o pals... It will perhaps ftill 
be objected,. why I have not, {poke 
more particularly of. Affairs at home, 
or of the Succefs of our Armies a- 
broad, which I might. and: could ve- 
ry largely have dones but thofe in 
Power have wifely. difcourag’d Men 
from meddling .in Publick Concerns, 
and I was refolvd by no means to 
give the leaft Offence. This I will 
venture to.fay, That it will be a 
Glorious Campaign. for the Ades, 
wherein the Exglifp Forces, bothby 
Sea and Land, will have their. full 
Share of Honour s That Her Majefty 
Queen -A'N NE oavilliv conegueycin 
Health and Profperity 5 And, That 
no ilk PG mall arrive tO any in 
the Chief Miniftry. 


AS to the, particular Events Ihave 
mention d, the Readers may judge by 
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the fulfilling of ’em, whether I am 
of the Level with common Aftrolo- 
gerss: who, with an old paulery Cane, 
and a few Pot:hooks for Planets to 
amufe the Vulgar, have in my’ Opi- 
mion, too'long been fuffer’d to abufe 
the World: But an honeft Phyfitian 
ought not to be defpis’d, becaufe there 
are fuch Things as Mountebanks. I 
hope I have fome fhare of Reputa- 
tion, which I would not willingly 
forfeit for a Frolick or Humours And 
I believe’ no. Gentleman , who reads 
this Paper, will look upon. it to be 
of the fame Caft or Mould with the 
common Scribblers that are every Day 
hawk’d about. My Fortune has plac’d 
me above the little Regard of Scrib- 
bling for a’ few Pence, which I net 
ther: value nor want: Therefore fet 
not wife Men too haftily condema 
this Effay, intended for a good De- 
fign to cultivate and improve an an- 
cient Art, long in Difgrace by having 
fallen into mean unskilful Hands, A 
little Time will determine, whether¢ 
I have deceiv’d others, or my {elf: 
and [think it is no very unreafonable 
Requett, tha Men would pleafe to 
fufpend 
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fufpeud their. Judginents ents till then. | 
was once of the Opinion with thofe 
who defpife all PrediGions ‘from the 
Stars, till in the Year 1686, a Man 
of Quality fhewd me writrem in his 
Album, That the moft learned Aftro- 
nomer Captain H. aflurd him; He 
would never believe any thing of the 
Stars influence, if there were not a 
great Revolution in Ezglazd' in the 
Year 1688. Since that Time! I began 
to have other Thoughts, and after 
eighteen Years diligent Study and Ap- 
plication, I think I have no reafon to 
répent of my Pains, I fhalldetain 
the Reader no longer than to let him 
know, that the Account I defign to 
give of next Years Events fhall take in 
the principal Affairs that happen in 
Europes and if [be denied the’ Li- 
berty of offering itto my own Coun- 
try, 1 fhall appeal to the Learn’d 
World, by publithing it in Latin, and 
giving order to haverit printed in 
Holland. | 
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THE 
ACCOMPLISHMENT 
| Of the Firt of 
Mr. Bicker ftaff's Prédictions. 


Being an 


ACCOUNT 


OF the Death of 
Mr, PART RIGE, the Almanack-maker. 


Upon the 29th: Infant, 


a: OS + See Ca ee MEET? ircmemmetace mere 
In’a Letter 10 a Perfon of Honour. 


Written in the Year, 1708. 


My LORD, 
N Obedience to your Lordthip’s 
| ipsam as well as to {atisfie 
my own Curiofity, I have for 
fome Days pat enquired -conftantly 
after Partrige, the Almanack-maker, 
of whom it was foretold in Mr. Bicker- 
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ago , 
the 29th Inftant about 11 at Night, 
of a Raging Fever. I had fome fort 
of Knowledge of him when I was 
employd in the Revenue, becaufe 
he ufed every Year to prefent’me’ with 
his Almanack, as he did other Gen- 
tlemen, upon the Score of fome lit- 
tle Gratuity we gave him: I faw him 
accidentally once or twice about to 
Days before he died, and obferved 
he began very much to Droop and 
| Languifh, tho’ I hear his Friends 
Le did not feem to apprehend ‘him in 
sD any Danger. About Two or Three 
Days ago he grew Ill, was confin’d 
firfk to his Chamber, and in a few 
Hours after to his Bed, where Dr. Cafe 
and Mrs. Kérlews were fent for to 
Vifit and to Prefcribe to him. . Upon 
this Intelligence I fent thrice every 
Day one Servant or othét Colenquire 
after his *Healech;,: and yelterday, “a- 
bout Four: inthe: Afternoon; Word 
was brought, me, that he» was) paft 
| Hopes 5 upon: which-T prevailed with 
Bi ith my {elf to. go..and: fee him,” partly 
tag auc of Commifergtion, «andy J)con- 
fefs, 
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fefs, partly out of Curiofity. y. He 


knew me-very well, feem‘d furprized 
at my Condefcention, and made me 
Compliments upon it as well as he 
could in the Condition he was. The 
People about him faid he had been 
for fome Hours: delirious; but when 
Ifaw him he had his Underftanding 
as well as ever I knew, and fpoke 
Strong and Hearty, without any feem- 
ing Uneafinefs or Conftraint. After 
I had told him how forry I was to fee 
him in thofe Melancholy Circumftan- 
ces, and {aid fome other Civilities, 
fuitable to’ the: Occafion, I  defired 
him to tell me freely and ingenuoufly 
whether the Predictions’ Mr. Bicker+ 
ftaff had’ publith’d” relating to his 
Death had not too much affected and 
work’d on his Imagination. He con- 
fefs'd he had often had it in’ his 
Head, but never with much Appre- 
henfion till about a Fortnight before ; 
fince which Time it had the perpetual 
Pofleflion of his Mind and Thoughts, 
and -he did- verily believe was the 
true Natural Caufe of his prefent. Di- 
ftemper: ‘For, faid he, I am through- 
ly perfwaded, and F think I have- 


very 
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very good ,Reafons, chat. Mr.DBicker- 
ftaff {poke altogether byGuels, . and 
knew no more whatiwill, happen this 
Year.than J did, :my felf. «L:told.-him 
his Difcourfe furprized) me,,.and. I 
would be gled he: were in.a! State,.of 
Health. to be. able. to. .telly me .whag 
Reafon he. had,;to be convinced. of 
Mr. Bickerftaff's.. Ignorance... He, re- 
ply'd, 1. am a: poor Ignorant,Fellow, 
Bred to a Mean )Trade, yet. I have 
Senfe enough to know. that :all :Pre- 
tences. of -foretelling by .Aflrology 
are Deceits, for this manifett /Reafon, 
becaufe the Wife. and. the ..Learned, 
who can only ..know whether .there 
be any Truth in. this Science, .do. al} 
unanimoufly agree to laugh at and 
defpife it. and none but the Poor, 
Ignorant, Vulgar, give it any,Credir, 
and that only upon the Word. of fuch 
filly..Wretches as I and my Fellows, 
who. can. hardly Write or Read. F 
then ask’d him why he had: not Cal- 
culated his own Nativity, to fee whe- 
ther it agreed, with Bickerftaff’s. Pre- 
diction? At which, he fhook his Head, 
and faid, O! Sir, this is no. Time 
for Jefting, but for Repenting .thofe 
Foole- 
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Fooleries, vas: 1. do now from: the 
very Bottom of, my Heart. By whae 
I .can gather from you, faid 1; ‘the 
Obfervations and Predictions you prin- 
ted with your Almanacks were meer 
Impofitions upon the People. He 
reply’d, If it were otherwife I thould 
havethe lefs to anfwer for. Wehave 
a Common Form for all thofe Things; 
as to foretelling che Weather, we never 
meddle with char, but leave it to the 
Printer, who takes it out of any Old 
Almanack as he chinks’ fits the reft 
was my own Invention, to make 
my Almanack Sell, having a Wife 
to. ,Maintain , and»no.other way to 
get my Bread, for mending Old Shoes 
is a Poor Livelihood: And ( added 
he, fighing, ) I.with I may not have 
done more Mifchief by my Phyfick 
than my Aftrology, tho’ I had fome 
good Receits from my Grandmother, 
and my own Compofitions were fuch 
as I thought could .ar leak do no 
Hurt, 


{ had fome other Difcourfes with 
him, which now I cannot call to 
mind ; and I fear I have already tired 
your 
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An Account of 


your Lordthip. I fhall only add One 


Circumftance, that on his Death- 
bed he declard himifelf a Noncon- 
formift, and had a Fanatick Preacher 
to be his Spiritual Guide. After Half 
an Hour’s Converfation I took my 
Leave, being half ftifled by the Clofe- 
nefs of the Room. I imagined he 
could not hold out long, and there+ 
fore withdrew toa little Coffee-houfe 
hard by, leaving a Servant at the 
Houfe with orders to come immedi- 
ately, and tell me as near as-he could 
the Minute when Partrige fhould ex- 
pire, which was not above Iwo 
Hours after; when looking spon my 
Watch, I found it to be above Five 
Minutes after Seven; by which it is 
clear that Mr. Bickerftaff was miltaken 
almoft Four Hours in his Calculation. 
In the other Circumftances he was 
exaét. enough ; "but whether’ he» has 
not been the Caufe of this Poor Man's 
Death, a3 well as the Predictor, may 
be very .reafonably difputed. Hows 
ever, it muft be confefs'd the Matter 
is odd enough, whether we fhould 
endeavour to account for it by Chance, 
or the Effect of Imagination: For 
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my own Part, tho’ I believe no Man 


has le(s Faith in thefe matters, yet I 
fhall wait with fome Impatience, and 
not without Expectation, the fulfil- 
ling of Mr. Bickerftaff’s Second Pre- 
diction, That the Cardinal De Noailes 
is to die upon the 4th of April; and 
if that fhould be verified as exactly 
as this of Poor Partrige, I muft own 
I fhould be wholly furprized, and 
at a lofs, and fhould infallibly ex- 
pect the Accomplifhment of all the 
reft. 
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AGAINST 
What is ObjeGted to Him by Mr. Par- 


trige, in his Almanack for the 
prefent Year, 1709. 
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By the {aid ISAAC BICKERST.AFF Ejq; 


——— 


Written in the Year 1709. 


sR. Partrige hath been lately 
pleafed to treat me after a 
nT very rough Manner in that 
which # called, His Almanack for the 
prefent Year: Such Ufage is very un- 
decent from one Gentleman to another, 
and does: not. at all contribute to the 
9 Dilco- 


~~ A Vindication of 


Difcovery of Truth, which ought to 


be the great End in all Difputes of 
the Learned. To calla Man Fool 
and Villaiv, and impudent Fellow, only 
fot differing’ from him in a Point 
meerly Speculative, is in my humble 
Opinion a very-improper Style fora 
Perfon of his Education. 1 appeal 
to the Learned: World, whether 1n 
my Jaft Year’s Predictions, I gave 
bim the leaft Provocation for fuch 
unworthy Treatment. Philofophers 
have differed in all Ages, but the dif- 
creeteft among them have always dif- 
feted as became Philofophers. Scur- 
rility and Pafflion, in a Controverly 
among Scholars, is juft fo much of 
nothing to. the.purpofe sand at beft, 
a tacit Confeflion of a weak Caufe: 
My Concern is not, fo much; for my 
own Reputation, as that of the Ke- 
publick of Letters, which Mr. Par- 
trige’ hath endeavoured tO wound 
thro’ my Sides.; If Men of. publick 
Spirit mutt be’ fupercilioufly treated 
for theit imgenuous Attempts, how 
will true ufeful Knowledge \be,,ever 
advancd? I. with Mr. Partrige: knew 
the Thoughts which Foreiga Uxiver- 
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fities have conceived of his ungene- 
rous Proceedings ‘with: me; but f 
am too tender of his Reputation to 
publifh them to the World. © That 
Spirit ‘of Envy and Pride, which 
blafts fo many rifing Genius’ in our 
Nation, is yet unknown among Pro- 
feffors abroad ; The Neceflity of  ju- 
ftifying my felf, will excufe my Va- 
nity, when I tell the Reader, that 
I have near a hundred ‘hovorary Let- 
ters from: feveral’ Parts. of Europe, 
(fome as far as: Mufcovy ) in Praife 
of my Performance. Befides feveral 
others which, as I have ‘been credibly 
inform'’d, “were open’d in the Pott 
Office, and never fent me. ‘Tis true, 
the Inquifstion in Portugal was pleafed 
to burn my Predictions, and condemn 
éne Author and Readers of them; 
but I hope at the fame time, it will 
be confider’dd in how deplorable a 
State Learning lies at prefent in that 
Kingdom: And with the profoundeft 
Veneration for Crown’d Heads, 1 will 
prefume to add, that it a little con- 
cerned his Majefty of Portugal, to 
interpofe his Authority in ‘behalf of 
a Scholar and a Gentleman, the Subject 
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Vindication of , 


ot a Nation with which he us now 


in fo {trict an Alliance. 


But. the. o- 


ther Kingdoms and States of, Europe 
have treated me with more Candor 


and Generofity. 


If 1 had Leave to 


print the Latin Letters. tranfmitted to 


me from Foreign Parts, 
and be a full Defence 


filla Volume, 


they would 


again{t all that Mr. Partrige, or his 
Accomplices of . the'.Portugal, Inquifi- 
tion, will be ever able to Object ;. who, 
by the Way,: are the only Enemies 
my Predictions -have ever met with 


at Home. or. Abroad. 


But I-hepe I 


know better what \ is due to’ the Ho- 
nour of a learned € orre(pondence, in 


{o tender a Point. 


Yet fome-of thofe 


illuftrious Perfons.will perhaps excufe 
me for tranfcribing a Paflage or two 
in my own Vindication. The moft 
Learned Monfieur) Lefbaits thus ad- 
drefies to me his Third Letter: J- 
luftriffinzo Bickerftea iffto Aftrologie inftan- 
ratori, &c. Montieur Je Clere quoting 
my Predictions in a Treatife -he pub- 


lifhed Jatt Year, 


is pleafed to fay, 


lid nuperimé Bicker five magnuue il- 


lud Anglie fia WS 


At nother great Pro- 


feflor writ ing of me, has thele Words: 


Bicker- 


Thhac Bickerfta 2, 


Bickevftaffius, nobilis Anglus, Aftrolo- 
gorum hujufce Secui facile. Princeps. 
Signior Maegliabecchz, the Great Duke's 
famous Library-Keeper, {pends almoft 
his whole Letter in Compliments and 
Praifes. “Tis true, the renowned Pro- 
fefor of Aftronomy at Usrecht, feems 
to. differ from me in one Article; 
but itis after the modeft manner that 
becomes a Philofopher; as, Pace tan- 
ti viri dixerim: And, Pag. 55. he 
feems to lay the Error upon the Prin- 
ter, (as indeed it ought’) ‘and fays, 
Vel forfan. error, Typographi, \ cans alio- 
quia Bickerftaffius vir dodifimus, Sc, 


IF Mr. Partrige had followed this 
Example im the Controverfy between 
us} he\might have {pared me the 
Trouble of. juftifying my felf in fo 
publick.a Manner... I believe few Men 
are readier co own their Errors, ‘than 
I,’ or more thankful: to thofe who 
will/spleafe to inform him of them. 
But it feems, this Gentleman, inftead 
of encouraging the Progrefs of his 
own Art, is pleafed to look upon 
all Attempts of that Kind as an In- 
vafion of his Province, He has been 
| U 4 indeed 
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indeed {o wife, to make no Objecti- 
on againft the Troth of my Predi- 
ctions, except in one fingle Poinr, 
relating to himfelf:| And to demon- 
firate how much: Men. are-Blinded 
by their own Partiality, I do folemnly 
aflure the Reader, that ‘he 4s the only 
Perfon. from’ whom” I ever ‘heard 
that Objection. offer’d which! Con- 
fideration alone, {think will take of 
all its Weight, seen | 


WITH mye utmoft Endeavours, 
‘I have not been able to ‘trace above 
Two Objections: ever made egaintt 
the Truth of my laft Year’s Prophe- 
cies: The Firft’ was of a. French 
Man, who was: pleafed to publith to 
the World, That the Cardinal de No- 
ailles mwas till alive, notwithftanding 
the pretended Prophecy of Monfieur Bi- 
querftaffe : But how far‘ a Frenchman, 
a Papift, and:an: Exemy, is to be be- 
lieved in his own Cafe, againft an 
Englifh Proteftant; who is true ‘to: the 
Goverment, T fhall Jeave to the can- 
did and impartial Reader. 


THE 


THE other Obje@ion is the un- 
happy Occafion of this Difcourfe , 
and relates to an Article in my Pre- 
dictions, which foretold the Death 
of Mr. Partrige to happen on March 
29, 1708. This he is pleafed to con- 
tradic&t abfolutely in the Almanack 
he has publith’d for the prefent Year, 
and in that ungentlemanly Manner, 
(pardon the Expreflion ) as I have 
above related. In that Work, he 
very roundly afferts, That he z zat 
only now alive, but was likewife alive 
upon that very 29th of March, whexz rf 
had foretold he fhould die. This is 
the Subjedt of the prefent Contro- 
verfic between us 5 which I defign to 
handle with all Brevity, Perfpicuity 
and Calmnefs: In this Difpute, I am 
fenfible; the Eyes not only of Eug- 
land, but of all Exrope, will be up- 
on us: And the Learned in every 
Country will, I doubt not, take Part 
on that Side where they find moft Ap- 
pearance of Reafon and Truth. | 
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WITHOUT -entring into Cri- 
ticifms of Chronology about the Hour 
of his Death, I fhall only prove, ‘that 
Mr. Partrige is. not alive. And. my 
Firft Argument is thus; Above a 
Thoufand Gentlemen having bought 
his Almanack. for: this Year, meerly 
to find what he faid againtt mes at 
every Line they read, they would life 
up their Eyes, and. cry out, betwixt 
Rage and Laughter, They were. fure 
no Maz, alive ever writ. fuch damu'd 
Stuff as this. Nether did I ever 
hear that Opinion difputed. . So that 
Mr. Partrige lies under a. Dilemenza, 
either of difowntng : his. Almanack, 
or allowing himfelf to be, . No Maz 
alive. But now if an uninformed Car- 
cafs walks {till about, and_is pleafed 
to call it felf Partrige, Mr. Bicker- 
ffaff does not think himfelf, any way 
an{werable. for that. Neither had the 
faid Carcafs any Right to beat. the 
poor Boy, who happen’d to pafs by 
it in the Street, crying, d full and 
true Account of Dr. Partrige’s Death, 
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SECONDLY, Mr. Partrige pre-. 


tends to tell Fortunes, and recover 
ftolen Goods; which ‘all the Parith 
fays he muft do by converfing with 


the Devil, and other evil Spirits : 


And. no wife Man will ever allow he 
could converle perfonally , with either, 
till after he was dead. 


THIRDLY, {will plainly prove 
him to: be dead, out.of his own Al- 
manack for this Year,.and fram,the 
very Paflage which he produces to 
make us think him alive. _ He the 
fays,. He is not only now alive, ie 
* was alfo alive upon that 
March, which £ foretold he fhould die 
nz: By this, he declares his Opinion, 
That a Man may be-alive now, wha 
was not alive a Twelvemonth aso. 
And indeed, there-lies the Sophiltry 
of his Argument. He dares not af- 
fert he was alive ever fince that 29th 
of March, but that he i xow alive, 
and was fo on that day: 1 grant the 
latter; for hedid not die till night, 
as appears . the pr inted Account 
of | his Deata in a Letter 50 a Lord; 
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‘whether he is fince revived, I leave 
the World to judge. This indeed 1s 


perfect cavilling, and I am afhamed 
to dwell any longer upon it. 


FOURTHLY, I will appeal to 
Mr. Paririge himfelf, whether it be 
probable I could have been fo indif- 
cfeet, to begin my Predictions with 
the ovly Falfhood that ever was pre- 
tended to be in them; and this in 
an Affair at Home, where I had fo 
many Opportunities to be exacts; and 
muft have given fuch Advantages 
againft me to a Perfon of Mr. Par- 
trige’s Wit and Learning, who, if 
he could poffibly have rais'd one 
fingle Objection more  againft the 
Troth of my Prophecies, would hard- 
ly have fpared me, 


AND here I muft take Occafion 
to reprove the abovementioned Wri- 
ter of the Relation of Mr. Partrige’s 
Death, in a Letter to a Lords who 
was pleafed to tax me with a Miftake 
of Four whole Hours in my Calcula- 
tion of that Event. I mult confefs, 
this Cenfure pronounced with an Air 
of 


of Certainty, in a Matter that fo 
nearly concerned me, and by a grave 
judicious Author, moved me not a 
little. Bue tho’ I was at that Time 
out ‘of Town, yet feveral of my 
Friends, whofe Curiofity had led them 
to be exactly informed, ( for as to my 
own Part, having no Doubt at all 
in the Matter, I never once thought 
of it) affured me I computed to 
fomething under half an Hour 5 which 
CI fpeak my private Opinion ) is an 
Error of no very great Magnitude, 
that Men fhould raife Clamour about 
it. I fhall only fay, it would noe 


be amifs, 1f that Author would hence. 


forth be more tender of other Men’s 
Reputation as well as his own. Ie 
is well there were no more Miftakes 
of that kind; if there had, I pre- 
fume he would have told me of them 
with as little Ceremony. 


THERE is one Objection againft 
Mr. Partrige’s Death, which I have 
fometimes met with, tho’ indeed ve- 
ry flightly offered ; That he ftill con- 
tinues to write Almanacks. But this 


is no more than what 1s common to 
all 
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all of that range 5 4: ; Gadbury, Poor 
Robiz, Dode! Wing, and feveral o- 
thers, do yearly publifh’ their Alma- 
nacks, tho’ fey me of them’ Have ‘been 
dead fince before the Revolution. Now 
the Natural Reafon of this,. I take 
to be, That whereas it is the Privi- 
ledge of other Authors, to. live ‘after 
their “Deaths Almanack-makerfs - are 
alone excluded, becaufe their Differ: 
tations treating only upon the Mi- 
Vy nutes as they pafs, become tifelefs as 
2). thafe*go off. In Confideration of 
| which, Time, whofe Regifters they 
. | are, gives them .a Leafe in Reverfion, 
to continue their Works after theit 
Death. 


I fhould not have given the Pub- 
lick, or my felf, the trouble of ‘this 
Vindication, if my Name had not 
been made ufe of by feveral: Perfons, 
to whom [| never lent its one of 
which, afew days ago, was pleafed 
qt to father on me a new fet ‘of -Pre- 
eri dictions. But I think thofe are Thitigs 
at foo Serious to be trifled with. Ie 
grieved me to- the Heart’, “(when -I 
faw my Labours,’ which had‘ coft me 
fo 


ST 


fo much Thought and Watching , 
bawl’d about by common Hawkers, 
which I only intended for the weighty 
Confideration -of the “graveft Perfons. 
This prejudiced sthe World fo much 
at sfirft, that feveral’ of my Friends 
had the Affurance to ask me, Whe- 
ther I were in Jeft? To which [ 
only anfwered coldly, That the E- 
went would fhew. But it-is the Ta- 
Jent of our Age and Nation, to turn 
Things of the greate(t Importance 
into Ridicule. When the End of 
the Year had verified all my Predi- 
Gions out comes» Mr. -Paririge’s Al- 
manack, difputing the Point of his 
Death ; fo that I am employed, like 
the General, who was forced to 
kill his Enemies twice over, whom 
a Necromancer had raifed to Life. 
If Mr. Partrige has prattifed ‘the 
fame Experiment upon himfelf, and 
be again alive, long may he continue 
fo; that does not in the leaft con- 
tradict my Veracity: But I think I 
have clearly proved, by i#vincible 
Demonftration, that he died at far- 
theft within half an Hour of the 
Time 
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Time I foretold, and not Four Hours 
fooner; as the abovementioned Au- 
thor in his Letter to a Lord: hath 
Malicioufly Suggefted., with, defign 
to blaft my Credit, by charging me 
with fo grofs a Miftake. 


BRITISH Wizard. 


Written above a Thoufand Years ago, 
and relating to this Prefent Year, 
1709. 


With Explanatory Notes, By T, N. Philomath. 
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[ AST Year was publith’d a Pa- 
per of Predictions pretended to 
be written by one Jfaac Bicker- 

fiaff Efq; but the true Defign of it won 
was to Ridicule the Art df Aftrology, nt | 
and Expofe its Profeffors as Ignorant, | 

4 | Or | 
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or Impoftors. Again{t, this. Impu- 
tation, Dr. Partrige hath vindicated 
himfelf in his'Almanack for the Pre- 
fent Year. + i 


FOR a farther Vindication. of 
this famous Art, I have thought fit 
to prefent the World with: the fol- 
lowing Prophecy. The Original: is 
faid to be of the famous Merliz, who 
lived about a Thouland Years ago: 
And the following Tranflation 1s 
Two Hundred Years old ; for it feems 
tobe written near the End of Hezry 
the Seventh’s Reign. I found it in 
an Old Edition of Merlin’s Prophe- 
cies; imprinted at Loudon by Fohan 
Haukyns, iti the Year 1530. Page 39. 
{ fet it down Word for Word. in 
the Old Orthography, and fhall take 
Leave to f{ubjoin a few Explanatory 
Notes. 


Sevew and Cen adgpyd to pie, 
Of sraunce Hir woe thys ts the tepne, 
Bui Cans rivere tuys p-irazen, | 
1 GUathe fans wetyuge Shove ve hozen. 


Chert 
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Chen compth fodtthes ath unnerttanne, 
From Caune of Stofe ta fattyn Lande 
An Herdie Chiftan, tae the morme 

@o Faunce, that ebere he was boone, 
Chan (hall the Fphe bewevle his Wore: 
Moz hall grin Berris make up che Lofie. 
Ponge Spmnele hati ayapne mifcarrpe : 
And Ioways py agayne thall marreye. 
And Lam the Cee where Wlolums fele, 
Ripe tutte hall come, and all ts wele. 
BReaumns hall Daunce Honde in hone, 
And it thali be mere tn olde Znglande. 
Chen olde Jnglonde hall be noe moze, 
Aud na Wan Mall be Corie therefore. 
Wetrvon (hall habe three betes arayne 
Cit Dapsburge makyeh then but twayne. 


Explanatory Notes. 


Seve and Cet. THIS Line 
defcribes the Year when thefe Events 
(hall | happen. Seven and Ten makes 
seventeen, which I Explain Seven- 
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teen Hundred, and this Number ad- 
ded to Nine, makes the Year wevare 
now ins for it muft be underftood 
of ‘the Natural Year> which begins 
the Firft of Faxuary. 


Tams Bivere twys, &c. FHE 
River Thames frozen twice: in one 
Year, fo as Men to-walk on-it,,13 
a very. fignal Accident; which per- 
haps hath ‘not fallen out for feveral 
Hundred Years ‘before, and is ‘the 
Reafon why fome Aftrologers -have 
thought that. this Prophecy..could 
never be fu'filled, becaufe they ima- 
gined fuch a Thing -would ‘never 
happen in our Climate. 


From Cate of Stofie, &c. THIS 
ig a plain Defignation of the Duke 
of Marlborough; One kind of Stuff 
nfed to fatten Land is called Marle, 
and every body knows that Borough 
«¢ a Name for a Town; and this 
way of Expreffion is after the ulual 
dark manner of Old Aftrological Pre- 
dictions. 


Chars 
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Than Hall the Fvehe, &c. BY the 
Fits underftood the Dolphiz of 
France ;\.as their Kings Eldeft Sons 
are balled’: "Tis here faid, he fhall 
lament the Lofs of the Duke of Buar- 
gundy, called the Boffe, which is an 
Old Englifh Word for Hump-Shonlder, 
or Crook-Back, as that Duke is known 
to be; and the Prophecy feems to 
mean, that he fhail be overcome or 
flain. By the Green Berrys in the 
next Line 1s meant the Young Duke 
of Berry, the Dauphin's Third Son, 
who fhall not have Valour or Fortune 
enough to fupply the Lofs of his 
Eldeft Brother. 


Ponge Syminele, &c. BY Sywnel 
is meant the Pretended Prince of 
Wales, who if he offers to attempt 
any thing againit Exzgland, fhall mif- 
carry as he did before. Lambert Sym- 
nel is the Name of a Young Man 
noted in ‘our’ Hiftories: for Perfona- 
ting the Son (as I remember) of 
Edward the Fourth. 


X 3 and 


j. 309 


310 Merlin’s Prophefy, 


Gnd Wowways Pw, &c) 1 can- 
not guefs who is meant by Normay’s 
Pride, perhaps the Reader may, as 
well as the Senfe of the Two follow- 
ing Lines. 


Beams hall, &. REAOUMS, 
or, as the Word is now, Realws, 
is the Old Name for Kixgdoms: And 
this is a very plain Prediction of-our 
Happy Uxion, with the Felicities that: 
fhall attend it. . It is added; That 
Old England hall be no more, and 
yet no Man fhall be forry for it.. And 
indeed , properly fpeaking, Exgland 
isnow no more, for the whole I{land 
is one Kingdom, under the Name of 
Britain. Ah ee | 


@erpouMall, &. THIS Prediz 
dion, though fomewhat obfcure, is 
| wonderfully adapt. Geryon is faid 
ii to have been a King of Spaia, whom 
evi Hercules flew. Jt was-a Fiction of 

the Poets, that he had Three Heads, 

i which the Author fays. he fhall have 
ai again. Thatis, Spaiz fhall have Three 
| Kings; which is now wonderfully 
| verify'd : 
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verify d: For befides the King of Por- 
tugal, which properly is part of Spaiz, 
there. are now Two Rivals for Spain; 
Charles and Philip. . But Charles being 
def{cended. from the Count of Hap/- 
burgh, Founder of the Aufirian Family, 
{hall foon make thofe Heads but Two; 
by Overcoming Philip, and Driving 
him out of Spain. 


SOME. of thefe Predictions are 
already fulfilled; and it is highly 
probable the reft may be. in due 
time: And, E think, I have not for- 
ced the Words by my Explication 
into any other Senfe than what they 
will naturally bear. If this be gran- 
ted, I am fure it muft be alfo allow’d, 
that the Author, whoever he were, 
was a Perfon of extraordinary Sa- 
gacity; And that Aftrology brought 
to fuch a Perfection as this, 1s by 
no means an Art to be defpis’d 5 what- 
ever Mr. Bickerftaff, or other Mer- 
ry Gentlemen are pleafed to think. 
As to the Tradition, of thefe Lines 
having been writ in the Original 
by Merliz’; I confefs, [lay not much 
Weight upon it: But it is enough 
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to juftify their Authority, that the 
Book from whence I have tran{crib’d 
them, was printed 170 Years ago, 
as appears by the Title-Page. For 
the Satisfaction of any Gentleman, 
who may be either Doubtful of the 
Truth, or Curious to be inform’d ; 
I fhall give order to have the very 
Book {ent to the Printer of this Paper, 
with Dircctions to let any Body {ee 
it that pleafes: becanfe, I believe ic 
is pretty {carce. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


‘HE following Letter is fuppofed 

by fome judicious Perfons to be 

of the fame Author, and if their Con- 
jedures be right, it will be no difad- 
vantage to hin to have it bere revi- 
ved, coufidering the Time when it was 
Writ, the Perfons then at the Helz, 
and the Defigus in Agitation, againft 
which this Paper fo boldly appeared. 
f have beew affured that the Sufpicion 
which the fuppofed Author lay under for 
Writing this Letter, abfolutely ruined 
him with the late M—~ftry. I have 
taken leave to omit about a Page which 
was purely Perfonal, and of no ufe to the 
Subject. 


A 
LETTER 
From a Member of the Houfe 
of Commons in Ireland, 
toa Member of the Houfe 
of Commons in England, 
concerning the Sacra- 
MENTAL TeEsrt. 


parE 


Written in the Year, 1708. 
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SIR, 


you tell me of the ftrange Repre- 
fentations made of us on your 
fide of the Water. The Inftance you 
are pleafed to mention is that of the 
Presbyterian Miffroxary, who accord- 
ing 


B jose your Letter, wherein 
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ing to your Phrafe, hath been’ lately 
Perfecuted in Droghedah for his Re- 
ligions But it is eafy to obferve, how 
mighty Induftrious fome People have 
been for Three. or Four Years pat; 
to hand about Stories of the Hards 
fhips, the Merits, the Number and the 
Power of the Presbyterians in lreland, 
to raife formidable Idea’s of ‘the Dan- 
gers of Popery:there, and to tranfmit 
all for Exglazd, improved by. great 
Additions, and with -fpecial care to 
have them inferted with Comments 
in thofe infamous Weekly Papers that 
infeft your Coffee-Houfes. -So, when 
the Clanfe Enacting a Sacramental Teft 
was put in Execution, it was given 
out in Exglazd, that half the Juttices 
of Peace through this Kingdom had 
laid down their Commiffions ; where- 
as upon Examination, the whole 
Number was found to amount only 
| to a Dozen or thirteen, and. thofe 
ei generally of the loweft rate in’ For- 
bi} tune and. Underftanding, and» fome 

of . them »Superantated.So)°when 
ne the Earl of | Pike was! in’ | Ireland 
ae and the Parliament Sitting, a formal 
i Story was very gravely carried) to his 
| Excel- 
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Excellency by fome Zealous Members, 
of a Prieftinewly arrived from abroad 
to the North-weft parts. of Jreland, 
who had publickly Preached to ‘his 
People, to fall a Murthering the Pro- 
te{tants; ‘which tho’ invented to ferve 
an End they. were then upon,’ and are 
{till-driving at, it was-prefently han- 
ded over, and Printed with fhrewd 
Remarks by. your. worthy: Scribblers, 
In like manner, the Account of that 
Perfon who was lately expelled our 
Univerfity.. for Reflecting on the Me- 
mory of King Wiliam, what a Dut 
it raifed, and how foully it was re- 
Jated , is freth enough in Memory. 
Neither would People be convinced 
till the Univerfity was at the pains 
_ of Publithing a Latin Paper to futtify 
themfelves.. .And, to mention no 
more, this. Story of the Perfecution 
at Droghedab, how it has been {pread 
and aggravated, what Confequences 
drawn from it, and what Reproaches 
fixed on'thofe who have lea{t deferved 
them, we are already informed. Now 
if the. End of all this Proceeding 
were a Secret and Myftery, I thould 
not undertake to give it an Interpre- 
tation, 
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tation, but Care has been’ taken to 
give it fufficient Explanation. © © Firft 
by Addreffes Artificially ( if nor Tle- 
sally) procured, to fhew the mife- 
rable State of the Diffenters in Ireland 
by reafon of the Sacramental Tet, and 
to defire the Queen's Interceflion that 
it might be Repealed. Then’ it is ma- 
nifeft that ourS——r when he was 
a(t Year in Exgland, Sollicited in 
Perfon feveral Members of both Hou- 
fes, to have it Repealed by an AG 
there, though it be a matter purely 
National, that cannot poflibly inter- 
fere with the Trade and Intereft’ of 
England, and tho’ he himfelf ‘appeared 
formerly the moft Zealous of all Men 
again{t the Injuftice of binding “a Na- 
tion by Laws to which ‘they do not 
confent. And laftly, thofe weekly 
Libellers whenever they get a. Tale 
by the end relating to Jreland, with- 
out ever troubling their Thoughts a- 
bout the Truth, always end it with 
an Application again({t the’ Sacramen- 
tal Teft, and the abfolute Neceflity 
there is of Repealing it in both 
Kingdoms. I know it may be'recko- 
ned a weaknefs to fay any’ thing of 
fuch 


fuch Trifles as are below a ferious 
Man’s notice, much lefs would I dif- 
parage the underftanding of any Par- 
ty. to think they would choofe the 
Vileft and. moft Ignorant among Man- 
kind toemploy them for Afferters of 
a Canfe; I fhall only fay, that the 
Scandalous Liberty thofe Wretches take, 
would hardly be allowed, if it were 
not mingled with Opinions that fome 
Men would be glad to Advance. Be- 
fides, how infipid foever thofe Papers 
are, they feem to be levelled to the 
Underftandings of a great Number, 
they are grown a neceflary part in 
Coffee-honfe Furniture, and fome time 
or other happen to be Read by Cn- 
{tomers of all Ranks, for Curiofity 
or Amufements becaufe they lie al- 
ways in the way. One of thefe Au- 
thors (the Fellow that was Piior’d, 
I have forgot his Name) is indeed 
fo grave, fententious, dogmatical .a 
Rogue, that there is no enduring him; 
the Obfervator is much the brisker of 
the two, and I think farther gone of 
late in Lies and Impudence than his 
Presbyterian Brother ; the Reafon why 
I mention him, is to have an bicauey 
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of letting you know, «that you. have 
have not dealt fo, gallantly with us; 
as we did with you ina parallel Cafes 
Laft Year, a Paper was brought here 
from England, called, A Dialogue. be- 
tween. the A. Bp. of Canterbury aud 
Mr. Higgins, which we ordered ‘to 
be Burne by the Common Hangman; 
as it well deferved; tho’ we have, no 
more to do with his Grace of Cazter- 
bury than you have with the. A..Bp. 
of Dublix, nor can you Love and 
Reverence your Prelate more than we 
do ours, whom you tamely fuffer to 
be abufed openly, and by. Name, by 
that paultry Rafcal of an. Obfervator 5 
and lately upon an Affair wherein he 
had no Concern; I-mean the Bufinefs 
of the Mi/fioxary at Droghedah, where- 
in our excellent Primate was engaged, 
and did nothing but according to.Law 
and Difcretion. . Bue becaufe the Lord 
A. .Bp. of Dublie hath been upon 
feveral Occafions: of late Yeats mif- 
reprefented in Exglazds; 1 would wil- 
lingly fet-you right in his Character, 
For his. great Sufferings and eminent 
Services, he was by. the late King 
promoted to the See.of Derry, AaB 
the 
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the fame time,’ he wrote!a. Book! :to 
Juftify the Revolution, .. wherein! was 
an Account of King Fames’s Proceed- 
ings in Jreland, and’ the late A. Bp. 
Lilotfon recommended it to the King 
a3 the moft. Serviceablé Treatife thae 
could have been Publifhed at fucha 
juncture. .And as his Grace fet out 
upon thofe) Principles, he has proceed- 
ed. fo ever fince, asa Loyal Subject 
to the Queen, entirely for the Suce 
ceffion in the Proteftant Line, and 
for ever excluding the Pretenders. and 
tho’ a ‘firm Friend tothe Church, yet 
with Indulgence towards: Diffenters, 
as appears from his,Conduét at Derry, 
where he was fettled) for;many Years 
among, the, moft virulent Sets yee 
upon his removal to: Dubliz';. they 
parted from him. with. Tears: in. their 
Eyes, and univerfal Acknowledgments 
of his Wifdom and Goodnefs. For 
the reft, »ir-mtlt: be owned, ‘he does 
not bufie himfelf by entring deep into 
any Party, ‘but racher {pends bis Time 
in, Acs: of Hofpitality and Charity, 
in. building ,of Churches; orepairing 
his Palace, in introducing and prefers 
wg the worthiett Perfons-he can find, 
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without other Regards in thort, in 
the Practice of all Virtues that can 
become a. Publick or Private’ Life. 
This and more if poffible, is due.to 
fo excellent a Perfon, who may be 


guftly reckoned among the greateft and 


moft Learned Prelates, of his Age, 


however his Character may be Defi- 


led by fuch mean and dirty Hands as 
thofe of the Ob/fervator or {uch as em- 
ploy him. 


I now come to anfwer the other 
Part of your Letter, and fhall give 
you my Opinion freely about Re- 
pealing the Sacramental Tet, only 
whereas you defire my Thoughts as 


aFriend, and not asI am a'Member | 


of Parliament, I muft affure you they 


are exa@tly the fame in both Capa- 


cities. 


I muft begin by telling you we, 
are generally furprifed at your won- 
derful kindnefs to us on this Occafion, 


in being fo very induftrious to teach” 


us to {ee'our Interefts ina Point where 


we are fo unable to fee it our felves. | 


This hath given us fome Sufpicion 5 
. and 
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and tho’ in'my own particular, fam 
hugely bent to believe, ‘that when 
ever you concern your felves in our 
Affairs, it is certainly for oxr Good, 
yet I have the misfortune to be fome- 
thing fingular in this Belief, and there- 
fore’ I never. attempted’ to juttify ie, 
but content my {elf to poffefs my 
own Opinion in private; for feat of 
encountring Men of more Wit ‘or 
Words than I have to fpare. 


WE at this diftance who fee no- 
‘thing of the Spring of A@ions, are 
forced by meer ConjeGure to affion 
two Reafons for your defiring us to 
repeal the Sacramental Tef#; one is, 
becaufe you are faid to imagine it will 
be one ftep towards the like good Work 
in Exgland. The other more imme- 
diate, that it will open a way for 
Rewarding feveral Perfons who have 
well deferved upon a ‘great Occafion, 
but who are now unqualified thro’ 
that Impediment. | 


I do not’ frequently quote Poets, 
efpecially Exgelifh, bue I remember 
there is in fome of Mr. Copley’s Love 
| Y 2 Verfes, 
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Lis aa Vertel, a Strain that [ thought extra, 
ordinary »at Fifteen, , and, have; often 
fince- imagined; it to).be, fpoken.by 
Ireland. 


Forbid it Heaven my Life fhould be 
Weigh d with ber leaft Conveniency. 


IN - fhore, whatever Advantage 
you propofe to your felves, by,repeal- 
ing the Sacramental Left,; {peak itout 
; ae plainly, ‘tis the beft Argument you 
a can ufe, for we ‘value-your Intereft 
1 ae much more, than. our owns) if. your 
ii little, Finger be, Sore, .and you think 
a Poltice made,of our V2tals,.will give 
it any. Eafe, {peak the Word and. it 
fhall. be done; The -Intereft.of our 
whole Kingdom is:at any, time. ready 
to. Strike to. that of your. poorett 
Fifbing Towns 5, it is hards, you. wall 
not: accept our Services unlefs, we be- 
lieve at) the fame,; Time that)-you,,are 
only confultiag, our Profit,..and - gi- 
ving us marks of your Love.» If 
there be a Fire at fome diftance, and 
tL. immediately. blow up my-Houfe be- 
fore there be, Occafion, becaufe you 
area Man of Quality, and apprehend 
| fome 
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fome danger to a Corner of your Stable ; 
yet why fhould you require me to 
attend: next’ Morning ac your Lévée 
with my humble Thanks’ for the Fa- 
vour you have done me ? 


_ PF \weemight be allowed to judge 
for our felves, we had abundance of 
Benefit’ by» the Sacramental ‘Teft, and 
forefee’'a number of Mifchiefs-would 
be» the Confequence ‘of Repealing ‘it; 
and we conceive the Objections: made 
againtt it ‘by: the Diffenters are of ‘no 
manner of ‘force; Théy-tell us of 
their Merits in the late War in Ireland, 
and how chearfully they Engaged’ for 
the Safety of the Nations that “had 
they thought they had been Fighting 
only other Peoples Quartels, perhaps 
it might have cool’d their Zeal; and 
that for the future they fhall fic down 
quietly and: let us‘do our Work our 
felvess nay,’ that it is neceflary they 
fhould do fo, fince they cannot take - 
up Arms under the.Penalty of High- 
Treafon. ' 


cael 


2 06 «A Letter concerning he 


— 


NOW. fuppofing. them to) have 
done. their Duty; as 1) believe) they 
did,. and not to trouble: them:aboue 
the Ply on the Wheel 5. I thoughts 
berty, Property and Religion had been 
the Three, Sabje&s of — the Quarfel, 
and have not all thofe been «amply: 
fecured to them?. Had»they. at that 
Time a Mental Refervation for-Pomer 
and Ewmployments 2 and. muft~thofe 
Two Articles be added henceforward 
in-our Nationa] Quarrels >» It is grown 
a mighty Conceit among fome. Men 
to.melt down the Phrafe’ of a Church 
Eftablifhed by Law into that. of the Res 
ligion of the Magiftrates, of which 
Appellation it is’ eafier to: find »the 
Reafon than the Senfe? If: by the 
Magiftrate they mean the Prixzée, the 
Exprefiion includes a Falfhoods for 
when King James was Prince, the 
Eftablif{hed Church was: the-fame it is 
now. it by the fame Word. they 
mean the Legiflature,. we defire no 
more. Be that as it will, weof this 
Kingdom believe the Church of Ives 
land to be the National Church, and 
the only one Eftablifhed by Law, and 
are 
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are willing by the fame:Law to give 
a Toleration to Diffenterss) but if once 
we Repeal our Sacramental left, and 
grant a Toleration, or fufpend «the 
#xecution ‘of the Penal Laws, Ido 
not fee how we can be faid to have 
any Eftablifhed Church remaining 5 
ory rather why there will not be as 
many’ Eftablifhed Churches as there 
are Sects of Diffenters: No, fay they, 
yours will {till be the National'Church, 
becaufe your Bifhops and Clergy are 
Maintained by the Publick 5 Bur, That 
I.fuppofe will be of no’ long Dura- 
tidn;and it would be very unjultrit 
fhould, becaufe, to {peak in Tindall’s 
Phrafe, it is nor reafonable chat’Re- 
venues {hould be annexed to one O- 
pinion more than another, © when <all 
are equally Lawful, ‘and “tis that Au- 
thors Maxim, That no Free-born Sub- 
jet ought to Pay for maintaining 
Spectlations*he does not believe... Bat 
why foould any Maw, upor Account of 
Opinions she cannot help, be deprived 
the Opportunity of Serving his Queen 
and Country? Their Zeal is com- 
mendable, and when Employments 
20.8 begging for want of Hands, they 
Y 4 fhal! 
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fhall be fure to have the Refufal, 
only upon condition they: will not 
pretend to them upom *Maximsithat 
equally inclode Atheifts, Turks, \Fews, 
dnftdels:and | Hereticks, or »whichis 
ftill) more dangerous,’ even’ “Pupifts 
themfelves; The: former) you) allow, 
thesother: you deny ,» becauféithefe 
laftown a Foreigm Powers and there- 
fore: muftbe fhut~out. “Bue «there is 
no; great weightin thiss) (for etheir 
Religion can fuit with Free-ftates, «with 
: Limited’ or sAbfolute! Monarchies,'. as 
; well as:a Better, ‘and the Popes: Power 
| in france is but a ifhadow §»fo that 
ae upon this Footthere need:be noigreat | 
Danger to the) Conftitution by -ad- | 
mitting Papifts:to Employments: 1 
will help yott. to renough) of» them 
fhall. be ready to ‘allow! the Pope as 
little Power here: as you pleafe sand 
the bare Opinion, of his being, Vicar 
of Chrift is ‘but ca: Speculative Point, 
a for. which no Man \it feems.ought to 
May be ceprived the Capacity \of Serving 
i his Country. 


BUT 
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BU Tif: you: pleafe,, Inwilletell 
yourthe, great “Objection-we -have; a- 
gain{t Repealing. this! fame Secramen- 
tal Left. It «i8,:>that we are» verily 
periwaded the Confequence will. be 
ani-entire Alteration of Religion a- 


mong. Us; in ano, great Compals of | 


Years. « And; pray obferve how we 
reafon here in» Lrelavd upon: this‘Mat- 
ter. 


W E. obferve the Scots in’ our’ Nor- 
thern Parts, to bea Brave, Induftrious 
-/People,:.extreamly devoted »to ) their 
Religion, and full ofan wzdifiirbed 
Affection towards each’ other,., Nam- 
bers of ;that /Noble: Nation; invited 
by the Fertilities of the Soil, are glad 
co exchange their Barren Hills. of Luon- 
gnabar; by a Voyage | of: Three Hours, 
forour Fruitful) Vales of: Douwxz and 
Antrim, {o productive of: that Graiz, 

which at little Trouble and Jefs,-EEx- 
pence finds Diet and Lodging for 
themfelves and their Cattle.” * Thefe 
People, by their extream Parfimony, 
wonderful Dexterity iw Dealing, .and 
firm Adherence to one another, foon 
gtOW 
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grow into Wealch from the fmaleft 
Beginnings, never are rooted out where 
they once fix, and encreafe’ daitlysby 
new Supplies ; Befides: when they ate 
the {npertor Number.in any Tract of 


Ground, they are’ not over-Patient: of, 


Maxtures but fuch, whom they: can- 
not uffsmilate, {oon find it their Inte- 
re(t to remove.’ I have done all-in 
my Power on fome Land of my own 


to preferve Two or Three Englify, 


Fellows in their Neighbourhood, but 
found it impoflible) tho’ one of them 
thought he had fufficiently made his 
Court by turning Presbyterian. Add 
to all this, that they bring along with 
them from Scotland a moft formidable 
Notion of our Church, which they 
look upon at leaft three: Degrees worfe 
than Popery ; and it is: natural ‘it 
fhould be fo, fince they come over 
full fraught with that Spirit which 
taughe them to abolith Epifcopacy ae 
home. 


THEN we proceed farther, and 
obferve, that the Gentlemen of Em- 
ployments here, ‘make a very confi- 
derable Number in the Houle of Com- 
mons, 
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mons; and have'no other Merit but 
that of ‘doing their Duty in their 
feveral Stations’ therefore when the 
Teft is Repealed, it will be highly 
reafonable they fhould give Place to 
thofe-who have much’ greater Services 
to plead; ' ‘The ‘Commiffions of the 
Revenue are foon difpofed of, and the 
Collectors and otherOfficers throughout 
the Kingdom are; generally appointed 
by the Commiffioners, which vive them 
a mighty Influence in every’ Country. 
As “much may be faid of the great 


Officers’ in the Laws and when this. 


Door’ is ‘open ‘to lec Diffenters into 
the Commiffions of the Peace, to 
make them High-Sheriffs, Mayors of 
Corporations, and Officers'of the Ar- 
my and Militia; I do not fee how ir 
can be ‘otherwife, confidering their 
induftry and our Supinenefs, but that 
they may in avery few Years grow 
to-a Majority in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, and confequently make them- 
felves the National Religion, and haye 
a fair Pretence to demand the Reve- 
nues of the Church for their Teach- 
ers. I know it will be Objected, that 
if all this fhould happen as I defcribe, 


yet 
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never be made the National ‘by A@ 
of Parliament, becaufe-onr’ Bifhops 
are fo greata Number'ia the Houfe 
of Lords, and) without a Majority 
there, the Church could. notvbe A& 
bolifhed. But I have two very \good 
Eixpedients for that, which 1 fhall 
leave you to guefs, and I dare Swear 
our Sp--k-r here has. often thought 
on, e{pecially having endeavoured at 
Oxe of them {o lately. .That this de- 
fign is not fo foreigm from fome Peo- 
ples Thoughts, I mult lee you, know 
what an honeft Bell weather of--our 
Houfe (you have him. now an)Exze- 
land, { with youcould keep him there) 
had the Impudence; fome Years ago; 
in Parliament time, ; to fhake my-Lord 
Bifhop of Ki/aloo by his Lawn Sleeve, 
and tell him in:a threatning manner; 
That he hoped to live to fee the Day 
when there fhould not be one of his:Or- 
der iz the Kingdous, 


THESE. Jatt Lines. perhaps you 
think a Digreflion.;,. therefore to-re- 
turno., < -have. told).you. the Confe- 
quences: we fully..reckon upon from 

Repeal- 


~ 
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although. the greateft Number, of {uch 
as arefor doing,it; are actually. in no 
manner.of Painabout,and many of them 
care not Three Pence whether there 
be any Church or no; yet becaufe they 
pretend to argue from Confcience as 
well as,Policy and Intereft, I thoughe 
it..proper to underftand and an{wer 
them accordingly. 


NOW Sitin.Anfwerto your Que- 
ftion, .Whether if:an attempt -fhould 
be made. here. for Repealing. the Sz 
cramental, Teft,,.it would be likely to 
Succeed? .The Number. of .. Profelt 
Difflenters in this Parliament was, as 
d remember, fomething under a Do- 
zen, and. I cannot call. to'mind, above 
Thirty others who. were expected. to 
fall in with them. This is certain, 
that the Presbyterian. Party baving 
with great Induftry muftered up their 
Forces, did endeavour one Day. up- 
on occafion of a Hint in my Lord 
he’s Speech,. to. introduce a De- 
i about Repealing the. Left Claufe, 
when, there.appeared, at leaft Four to 
One Odds againtt ‘thems; and the a- 
| bleft 
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bleft of thofe who were reckoned the 
moft ftanch and thorough-pace Whigs 
upon all other Occafions, fell off with 
an Abhorrence ‘at the firft mention ’ of 
this. 


I muft defire you to take Notice, 
that the Terms of Whig and Tory, 
do not properly exprefs the different 
Interefts in our Parliament. © I°re- 
member when I was laft in England, 
I told the King, that ‘the higheft ‘To- 
rics we had with us, would make to- 
lerable Whigs there 5 this was certainly 
right, and {till in the generalconti- 
nues fo, unlefs' you have fince’ ad- 
mitted new Characterifticks, which 
did not come within our Definition, 
Whoever bears atrue veneration for 
the Glorious Memory of K: Viliem, 
ag our great Deliverer from Popery 
and Slavery; whoever is firmly Loyal 
to our prefent Queen, with an ‘utter 
Abhorrence and Deteftation of the 
ged leet whoever approves the 

ucceflion to the Crown in the-Houfe 
of Hannover, and is for preferving 
the Do@rine and Difctpline’ of ‘the 
Church of Eveland, with an Jedulzence 
for 
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for Scrupulous Confciences, fuch a ie 
Man we think atts upon right Princi- : 
ples, and may be juftly allowed a 
Whigs And I .believe there are not 
Six Members in our Houfe of Com- 
mons, who may not fairly come under 1 of 
this Defcription. So that the Parties i 
among us are made up on one fide 
of Moderate Whigs, and on the other, 
Of Presbyterians and their Abettors 5 by 
which Jaft 1 mean, fuch who can e- 
qually go to a Church or a Conventicle, 
or fuch who are indifferent to all Re- 
ligion in general, or laftly fuch who 
affect to bear a Perfonal Rancor to- 
wards the Clergy; Thefe laft area 
fet of Men not of our own Growth, 
their Principles at Jeaft_ have been im- 
ported of late Years; Yet this whole 
Party put together will hardly, 1 
am confident amount to above Fifty 
Men in Parliament, which can hardly 
be worked up into a Majority of Three 
Hundred. 


AS to the Houfe of Lords, the iff 
Difficulty there is conceived ar leat itt 
as great asin Ours. So many of our is 
Temporal Peers live in Exgland, that J 
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the Bifhops. are, generally pretty neana 
Parof the Houfe, and we reckon they 
will beall:to a Managainft Repealing 
the Jez; and yet their Lordthips areige- 
nerally thought as;;good Whigs! upon 
our Principles as any in the Kingdoms 
There are indeed a few LayLords 
who. appear to havernmo great Devo- 
tion,for Epifcopacy.;.and perhaps. one 
or two more with whom, certaiz: pow- 
erful. Motives might be ufed for re- 
moving,.any Difficulty: whatfoeverss 
But thefe aresin. no-fortsof a Number 
to carry any Point againft a Conjun-: 
cion of -the reft.with the whole:Bench 
of Bifhops. 


BESIDES, the::whole,Bodyj,of 
our Clergy, are utterly, again{t Repeals 
ing the def, though) they are entirely 
Devoted to Her Majefty;,:amd:hardly 
One.in a Hundred »who, are not very 
good |Vbigs in our Acceptation: of the 
Word. And | muft let you know; 
that we of Jreland are not, yet come 
up to,other Folks Refineménts;, foriwe 
generally, Love and. Efteem ourCler 
gy, aad think they delerve its «may 
welare apt to lay fome weight upon 
cheis 
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their Opinion, and would not wil- 
lingly difoblige them, . at leaft uolefs 
if were upon fomé greater Point of 
Intereft than this... And their Judg- 
ment in the prefent Affairs is the more 
to. be regarded, becaufe. they are the 
la{ty Perfons who will be affected by 
it. {This makes us think. them Impar- 
tial, and. that their Concern is only 
for Religion and: the Intereft. of the 
Kingdom. Becaufe the A@& which 
Repeals the Te, will only qualifie 
a Layman for an Employment, but 
not a Presbyterian or Anabaptift Par- 
fon for a Church Living. Now I 
muft take leave to inform you; that 
{everal Members of our Houfe, and 
‘and my felf among the reft, knowing 
fome time ago what was upon the An- 
vil, went to all the Clergy we knew 
of any Diftindion,, and defired. their 
Judgment in the Matter, wherein we 
found a.moft. wonderful Agreement ; 
there being but Ove Divine that we 
could hear of in the whole Kingdom, 
who appeared of a contrary Senti- 
menty wherein he afterwards ftood 
alone in the Cozvocation, very. little 
| L to 
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to his Credit, tho’ a8 he hoped, very 
mach to his Intereft. 


1 will now confider a: little the 
Arguments offered to fhew the Ad- 
vantages or rather the Neceflity of 
Repealing the Jef in Ireland. We 
are told, the Popifh Intereft 1s here 
fo formidable, that all hands fhould 
be joyned tokeep it under, that the 
only names of Diftinctions among us 
ought to be thofe of Proteftant and 
Papift, and that this Expedirnt is the 
only. means to w#zite all Proteftants 
upon one common Bottom. All which 
is nothing but Mifreprefentation and 
Miftake. 


IF we were under any real Fear of | 
the Papifts in this Kingdom, 1 would 


be hard to think us fo Stupid, not 
to be equally apprehenfive with others, 
fince we are likely to be the greateft, 
and mote immediate Sufferers; But 
on the contrary, we look upon them 
to be altogether as inconfiderable as 
the Women and Children. Their 
Lands are almoft intirely taken from 
them, and they are rendred saa 36 
Oo 
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of Purchafing any more; and for the 


little that remains, Provifion is made 
by.the late Act again{t Popery, that 
it will daily crumble away: To pre- 
vent which, fome of the moft con- 
fiderable among them are already tur- 
hed Proteftants, and fo in all Proba- 
bility will many more. Then, the 
Popith Priefts are all Regiftred, and 
without Permiffion (which I hope 
will not be granted.) they can have 
no. Succeflors ; fo that the Proteftant 
lergy will find it perhaps no diffi- 
cule matter to bring great Numbers 
over to the Church , and in the mean 
time, the common People without 
Leaders, without Difcipline, or na- 
tural Courage, being little better than 
Hewers of Wood, and Drawers of Wa- 
er, ate out of all capacity of doing 
any Mifchief, if they were ever fo 
well inclin'd. Neither are they at 
all likely to joyn in any confiderable 
Numbers with an Izvader, having 
found fo ill Succefs when they were 
uch more Numerous and Powerful ; 
when they had a Prince of their own 
Religion to Head them, .bad been 
Train d for fome Years under a Popi/h 
2 Deputy, 
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from the Freach King. 


AS to that Argument ufed, for Re- 
nealing the Zeft; that ic. will unite 


all the Proteftants again{t the Covemon | 


Exeny, 1 wonder,by what Figure rhofe 
Gentlemen Speak who are pleafed to 
advance it: Suppofe in order to.en; 
creafe the Friendthip between you and 
me, a Law fhould pafs that I muft 
have half your Eftate; do you think 
that would much advance the Union 
between us? Or fuppofe I fhare my 
Fortune equally between my. own 
Children, and a Stranger whom I take 


into my Protection; will that be-a | 
Method to unite them? “Tis an.odd | 
way of uniting. Parties, to deprive | 


a Majority of part, of their antient 


Right, by conferring it.on a Faftiog | 


who had never any, Right.atall, and 
therefore cannot be faid to fuffer, any 
Lofs or Injury if it be refufed them, 
Neither is it very clear, how far fome 
People may. {tretch the Term of Com- 
mon Enemy. How miany are, there 
of thofe that call themfelves Prote- 
ftants, who look upon. our Worthip 
to 


en 


Sacramental T eft. 
to be Idolatrous as well as that of the 
Papifts, and with great Charity put 


Prelacy and Popery together as Terms 
convertible > 


“AND therefore there is one {mall 
doubt, I would be’ willingly fatis- 
fied in before T'agree to the Repealing 
of the Tet; that 1s, whether, thefe 
fame Proteffants, when they have by 
their. Dexterity made themfelves the 
National’ Religion, and difpofed the 
Church Revenues among their Paffors 
ot Themfelves, will be fo kind to al- 
low ws Diffenters, I do not fay a fhare 
in Employments, but a bare Tolera- 
tion by Law. The Reafon of my 
Doubt is, becaufe I have been fo very 
idle as to Read above Fifty Pamphlets, 
written by as many Presbyterian Di- 
vines, loudly difclaiming this Idol 
Toleration, {ome of them calling it 
€I know not how properly ) a kag 
of Popery, and all agreeing, it was 
to eftablifh Iniquity by Law. Now, I 
would be glad to know when and 
where their Succeffors have renounced 
this Doétrine, and before what Wit- 
nefles. Becaufe methinks I fhould be 
Pa loath 
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loath to fee my poor. Titular Bifhop 
in partibus felled on by, miftake im; the 
Dark. for a Jefuit, or be forced«my 
felf to keep a Chaplin Difguifed like 
my Buttler, and fteal: to Prayers.in 
a-back Room, as my Grandfather ufed | 
in thofe times when the Church of | 
England was Malignant. | 


BUT this 1s ripping up old Quar- 
rels long forgot; Popery. is now the 
Common Enemy, againft which we mutt 
ol all unite; I have been. tired in Hi- 
2 {tory with, the perpetual . Folly. of 

HH thofe States who call in Foreigners 
to aflift them againlt a Common Exemy : 
But the Mifchicf was, . thele.Adies 
would never be bronght to allow chat 
the Common. Enemy, was quite Sub- 
dued: and they. had Reafons; for. it 
proved at Ja(t, that one part of the 
Common Enemy was thofe who called 
them in, and fo the 4/ies became. at 
length the Maffers. 


‘TIS agreed among Naturalifts that 
a Lyon is a Larger, a Stronger,.and 
more dangerous Enemy than a, Cat; 


mye yet if a Man were to have his Choice, 


| either 


either a Lyo# at his Foot, bound fatt 
with Three or Four Chains, his Teeth 
drawn out, and his Claws pared’ to 
the Quick, or an angry Cat in fullsLi- 
berty at his Throat; he would take 
no long time to determine. 


I have been fometimes admiring 
the wonderful fignificancy of: that 
Word Perfecution,» and ‘what ‘various 
Interpretations it’ hath acquired even 
within. my Memory. «When I was 
a Boy, I often heard the Presbyteri- 
ans complain that they were not per- 
mitted to ferve God tn their own 
way; they faid they did not grudge 
us our Employments, but thoughe 
that all Men who live Peaceably ought 
to have. Liberty of Confcience, and 
Jeave to Affemble, That Impediment 
being removed at the Revolution, 
they foon learned to {wallow the Sa- 
cramental Teft, and began to take very 
large Steps, wherein all that offered 
to oppofe them, were called Men of 
a, Perfecutizg Spirit. Wuring the time 
the: Bill) againft Occafional Confor- 
mity’ was on foot, Perfecution was 
every Day rung in our Ears, and now 
- Z 4 at 
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at Jaft the Sacramental Left it felfibas 
the {fame Name.” Where. then ‘sdthis 
Matter Jikely: to endjsavhenethecob: 
taining of one: Requeft.is only. ufed 
as.a f{tep to demand:another > » Avdko- 
ver is ever: complaining oof: Grudlty 
while any thing is denied him;:-and 
when the « Lady: ceafessto obe © Cruel, 
fhe: is from. the! next Moment» at “his 
Mercy: : » So. Perfecutiow it feems is e- 
very thing, that will not leave ‘itua 
Men’s Power to Perfecute others. : 


THER E is one! Argument offered 
again(t a Sacramental Teft, by a fort 
of Men who. are content to: be ftiled 
of the Church of England, who»per- 
haps attend its Service in the Morning, 
and go with ‘their Wives to aConzven- 
ticle inthe Afternoon, confefling»they 
hear very good Doétrine in both. 
Thefe Men are. much offended that»fo 
Holy an Inftitution as that ofethe 
Lord's Supper fhould be made fubfer- 
vient to {uch Mercenary Purpofesias 
the getting of an Employment. » Now, 
jt feems, the Law, concludingwall 
Men. to be Members: of that Church 
where. they Receive the Sacraments 


and 


tt cen 


— ana aE SR 


and: juppofing’ all Mento live like 
Chriftians: €efpecially ‘thofe who’ are 
to have Employments') did imagine 
they Received the Sacrainent in courfe 
about: Pour times’a Year,’ and there- 
fore only. defired “it might appear by 
Certificate to the? Publick, : that’ ftich 
who took:an Office: were Members of 
thes Church) Eftablifhed by ‘doing 
their ordinary Duty. However, ' /eff 
we fhould offend them, we have often 
defired they would deal candidly with 
us; For if the matter ftuck ‘only 
there, swe would ‘propofe:it in Par- 
liament; that every’Mani owho ‘takes 
an. Employment,’ fhould ‘inftead of 
Receiving ‘the Sacrament, -be obliged 
to Swear, that he is a Member of ‘the 
Church of dreland by Law Eftablith’d, 
with Epifcopacy, and fo forth; and 
as: they do now in Scotland, to be 
‘true to the Kirk, But when’ we drive 
them thus far, they always retire to 
the Main Body of ‘the Argument, urge 
the Hardfhip’ that Men fhould: be de- 
ptived the liberty of Serving their 
Queen and Country ‘on account of 
their Confcience: And in’ fhort have 
recourfe to. the common Stile of their 
half 
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half Brethren. ‘Now whether this be 


a fincere way of Arguing, I wall appeal 
to any other Judgment but theirs. 


THERE: is another “Topick ‘of 
Clamour. fomewhat Parallel’*to the 
foregoing; Itc feems, by the: Teft 
Claufe, the Military Officers are obli- 
ged to Receive the Sacrament as well 
as the, Civil. And it is a Matter of 
fome Patience to hear the Diffenters 
declaiming upon this Occafion :, They 
cry they are Difarmed; they are ufed 
like Papiftss; when an Enemy appears 


‘at Home, or from, Abroad, they mutt 


fit ftill, and: fee their Throats Cut, 
or be Hane’d for High Treafon if they 
offer to Defend themfelves.. Miferable 
Condition! Woeful Dilemma! It’ is 
happy for us all, the Pretender: was 
not apprifed of this Pafive Presbyte- 
rian Principle, -elfe he would: have 
mnfallibly Landed in our» Northern 
Parts, and found them all! fat down 
in their Formalities, as the Gauls did 
the Rowan Senators, ready to Dye 
wich Honour in their Callings. Somie- 
times to appeafe. their Indignation, 
we venture to give them Hopes, that 

in 
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in fuch, a Cafe.the Government. will 
perhaps connive, and hardly be fo 
fevere to Hang them for Defending 
it again{t the Letter of the Laws to 
which they readily anfwer, that they 
will notlye at our Mercy, but let us 
Kight our Battles our Selves. Some- 
times\we offer to getan Act, by which 
upon. all Popi/h InfurreCions at Home, 
or Popifh Invafions frona Abroad , 
the Government fhall be empowered 
to grant Commiflions to all Prote- 
{tants whatfoever, without that Perfe- 
cuting Circumftance of obliging them 
to fay their Prayers when they re- 
ceive the Sacrament; but they abhor 
all Thoughts of Oceafional Commif- 
fions, they will not do our Dradge- 
ry, and we reap the Benefits It ig 
not worth their while to Fight pro 
Avis & focis, and they had rather lofe 
their Eftates, Liberties, Religion and 
Lives, than the pleafure of Governing. 


BUT to bring this Difcourfe to- 
wards a Conclofion; If the Diffen- 
ters will be fatishied with fuch a Tp- 
feration by Laiv as hath been gran- 
ted them in Exeland, 1 believe the 
Majo- 
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Majority of both» Houfes -will- fall 
readily in withits farther it will ‘be 

hard to perfwade this Houle of Com- 
mons, and perhaps much harder the 

next. For, to fay the’ Truth, ‘we 
make a' mighty difference here between 
fuffering Thifiles to grow among us, 
and wearing them for Pofer: “We are 
fully convinced in our Confcietices, 
that We. fhall always Tolerate’ Them, 
but not quite fo fully that They will 
always Tolerate’‘Os, when it comes 
to their Turn; And We are the Ma- 
jority, and We are in Pofleflion. 


HE that Argues in Defence of a 
Law:in Force,‘ not Antiquated or 
Obfolete, but lately Enatted," ‘is ‘cer- 
tainly on the fafer fide, ‘and:may be 
allowed: to point out the Dafigéts ‘he 
conceives to forefee’'in the Abrogation 
of. it. 


a FOR if the Confequences of Re- 
eat: pealing this Claufe, fhould at fome 
Hi time or other enable the Presbyteri- 
i ans to work themfelves up into the 
ae National Church; inftead of aniting 
Proteftants, it would Sow eternal Di- 
vifions 


ee 
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SS 


vifions among them. Firft their own 
SeCts.which now lye Dormant,, would 
be foon.at Cufls agaiz with.each other 
about. Power, and. Preferment; And 
the .Diffenting Epifcopals, perhaps dif- 
contented to..fuch a Degree, . as. up- 
onfome fair unhappy Occafion, would 
be able to fhake the firmeft Loyalty, 
which none can deny. theirs to be, 


NEITHER. is it, very difficule 
to conjecture from fome late Proceed- 
ings, .at- what. a rate this Facfion is 
like to, Drive wherever it gets the Whip 
and the Seat. They have already. fee 
up Courts .of Spiritual Judicature in 
open Contempt. of the Laws: They 
fend Miffiozaries every where, with- 
out being incited, . in order to. Con- 
vert the Church of Exgland Folks to 
Chriftianity. They are as vigilant as 
I know who, to attend Perfons on their 
Death Beds, and for Purpofes much 
alike. . And what Prattifes fuch. Prin- 
ciples as thefe ( with many others 
that might be invidious to mention ) 
may Spaun, when they are laid out to 
the Sum, you may determine at Leifure. 


LAST- 
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LASTLY, whether we are fo 
entirely fure of their Loyalty upon 
the prefent Foot of Government: as 
you may imagine, their Detractors 
make a Queftion, which however, 
does { think by no means affect the 
Body of Diffenters; But the Inftance 
produced, is of fome among their 
Leading Teachers in the North, who 
have refufed the Abjaration Oath, yet 
continue their Preaching, and have 
abundance of Followers. The Par- 
ticulars are out of my Head, but the 
Fact is notorious enough, and’ I be- 
lieve has been Publifhed, I think ita 
Pity it has not been Remedied. 


THUS I have fairly given you, 
Sir, my own Opinion, as well as that 
of a great Majority in both Houfes 
here, relating to this weighty Affair, 
upon which I am confident you may 
fecurely reckon. [ will leave you to 
make what ufe of it you pleafe. 


I am with great Refped, Sir 


Dublin December 3 
the 4th. 1708. Your, Ce 
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VERSES 


Wrote in a 


Lapys Frory Lable= Book. | 


i 


Anno. 1698. 


ERUSE my Leaves thro’ ev’ry Part; 
P And think thou feeft my owners Heart, 
Scrawl’d o’er with Trifles thus, and quite 
As hard, as fenflefs, and as light : 

Expos d to every Coxcomb’s Eyes, 

But hid with Caution from the Wile. 

Here you may read ( Dear Charming Saint ) 
Beneath (A xew Receit for Paint ) 

Here in Beau-fpelling (tru tel deth ) 

There in her own (¢ far an el breth ) 


ener ig Ramsar Sey 


{Atopy 


Ge aR 


BION SADE — Se paicaake cea ae Freres 
AS Beuin = gis ate f 


PAG 


Here (lovely Nywph pronounce my doom ) 
There (A fafe way to ufé. Perfume.) 
Here, a Page fill’d with Billet Doux s 
On t'other fide ( laidiout for’ Shoes ) 
( Madam, I dye without your Grace ) 
Cltem, for half a Yard of Lace. ) 
Who that had Wit would place it here, 
For every peeping Fop to Jear. ~ 

To think that your Brains Iflue is 
Expos’d to th’ Excrement of his, 

In powervof Spittle-and.a Clout 
When e’re he pleafe to blot it outs 

And then to heighten the:Difgrace:s 
Clap his own) Nonfenceiin the place: 
Whoe’re expects to: hold his part 
In fuch a. Book and fuch a Heart} 
If he be Wealthy and.a\Fool 

Is in all Points the. fitteft Tool, 
Of whom it may ‘begjuftly faid, 
He’s a Gold Pencil tipt. with Lead, 


252 Verfes Written in a, S&C. 


TO THEIR 
EXCELLENCIES 
THE 
Lords Fuftices of TRELAND. 


The Humble Petition of Frances Harris, 
| Who mujt Starve, and Die a Maid if it mifcarries. 


Anno. 1706. 


: Humbly Sheweth. 
fare’ HAT I wentto warm my felf in Lady 


Betty’s Chamber, becaufe I was cold, 


And I had in a Purfe, feven Pound, four 
Shillings and fix Pence, befides Farthings, 
in Money, and Gold ; 


1So becaufe I had been buying things for my 
Lady laft Night, 
HI was refolved to tell my Money, to fee if it 


was right ; 


Aa Now 
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Now you muft know, becaufe my Trunk 
has a very bad Lock, 


Therefore all the Money, I have, .which, | 
God knows, is a very {mall Stock, 4 
1 keep in a Pocket ty’d about my Middle, 
next my Smock. b 
So when I went to put up my Purfe, as God 
would have it, my Smock was unript, 
And, inftead of putting it into my Pocket, 
down it flipt: 
Then the Bell rung, and I went down to put | 
my Lady to Bed, 
And, God knows, 1 thought my Money was 
as fafe as my Maidenhead. | 
So when I came up again, I found my Pocket | 
feel very light, | 
But when I fearch’d; and mild my Purfe, | 
Lord! I thought I fhould have funk out- | 
right: : 
Lord ! Madam, fays Mary, how a ye do? In- | 
deed, fays I, never worfe 5 
But pray, Mary, can you tell what I have done | 
with my Purfe ! 


Lord 
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Lord help me, faid Mary, I never ftirr'd ont 
of this Place! | 


Nay, faid I, I had icin Lady Betty’s Chamber, 
that’s a plain Cafe. 


So Mary got me to Bed, and cover'd me up 
warm, 


However, fhe ftole away my Garters, that I 
might do my felf no Harm: 


So I tumbl’d and tofs‘d all Night, as you may 
very well think, | 


But hardly ever fet my Eyes together, or flepe 
a Wink. 


So I was a-dream’d, methought, that we went 
and fearch’d the Folks round, 


And ina Corner of Mrs. Dukes’s Box, ty'd in 
a Rag, the Money was found. 


so next Morning we told Whittle, and he fell 
a Swearing; | 


Then my Datne Wadgar came, and the, you 
know, is thick of Hearing ; 


Dame, {aid 1, as loud as I could baw], do 
you know whata Lofs I have had >? 


Aa 2 Nay 


po a a 
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Nay, {aid "id the, my Lord * Collway' Folks are 
all very fad, 
For my Lord + Dromedary comes a Tuefday 
without fails _ 
Pugh! faid I, but that’s not the Bufinefs that 
L ail. 
Says Cary, fayshe, Ihave been a Servant this 
Five and Twenty Years, come Spring, 
And in all the Places I liv’d, I never heard of 
fuch a Thing. 
Yes, fays the Steward, 1 remember when I was 
at my Lady Shrewsbury’s, 
Such a thing as this happen’d , juft about the 
time of Goosberries. 
So I went to the Party fufpedted, and I found 
her full of Grief; 
(Now you muft know, of all Things in the 
World, I hate a Thief. ) 
. However, I was refolv'd to bring the Dif- 
courfe {lily about, 
Mrs. Dukes, faid J, here's an ugly Accident 
has happen’d out 5 | 
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"Tis not that I value the Money three Skips of 
a Loufe ; 


But the Thing I ftand upon, is the Credit of 
. the Houle 5 


"Tis true, feven Pound, four Shillings, and fix 
Pence, makes a great Hole 1n my Wages, 


Befides, as they fay, Service is no Inheritance 
in thefe Ages. 


Now, Mrs. Dukes, you know, and every 
Body underftands, 


That tho’ ’tis hard to judge, yet Money can’t 
go without Hands. 


The Devil take me, faid the, ( blefling her 
felf,) if Lever faw'e! 

So fhe roar’d like a Bedlam, astho’ I had call’d 
her all to naught; 

So you know, what could I fay to her any 
more, 

Teen left her, and came away a8 wife as I was 
before. 

Well: But then they would have had me gone 
to the Cunning Man; 

No, faid I, ’tis the fame Thing, the Chaplain 


will be here anon. 
Aa 3 So 
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So the Chaplain came in; now the Servants fay, 
he is my Sweet-heart, 


Becaufe he’s alwaysin my Chamber, and J al- 
ways take his Part; 


So, as the Devil would have it, before I was 
aware, out I blunderd, 


Parfow, {aid 1, can you caft a Nativity, when 
a Body’s plunder’d > 

(Now you muft know, he hates to be call’d 
Parfon, \ike the Devil. ) 

Truly, fays he, Mrs. Nab, it might become you 
to be more civil: | 

If your Money be gone, as a Learned Diwixe 
fays, d’ye fee, | 

You are no Text for my Handling, fo take 
that from me: 

I was never taken for a Conjurer before, I'd 
have you to know. : 

Lord, {aid I, don’t be angry, I’m fure I never 
thought you fo; 

You know, I honour the Cloth, I defign to be 
a Parfon's Wife, 

{never took one in Your Coat fora Conjurer in 
all my Life. 

With 
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With that, he twifted his Girdle at me like a 
Rope, as who fhould fay, 


Now you may go hang your felf for me, and 
fo went away. 


Well; Ithought I fhould have {woon’d ; Lord, 

faid I, what fhall I do? 
— [have loft my Money, and hall lofe my Tirve- 

Love too. 

Then my Lord call'd mes Harry, fai d my 
Lord, don’t cry, 

I'l] give fomething towards thy Lofs ; and {ays 
my Lady, fo will I. 

@h but, faid I, what if after all my Chaplain 
wont come tos 
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For that, he faid, (an’t pleafe your Exce/fen- 
cies _.) I muft Petition You. 


The Premifes tenderly confider'd, Idefire your 
Excellencies Protection, 


And that [may have a Share in next Susday’s 
Collection : 


Aa 4 And 


Mrs. Harris's Pett 
And over and above, that I may have your 
Excellencies Letter, 


With an Order for the Chaplain aforefaid; or 
Hl inftead of Him, a Better: 
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And then your poor Petitioner, both Night 
and Day, 

Or the Chaplain, (for ‘tis his Trade) as in 
Duty bound, fhall ever Pray. 


SSE RIE ees DSSS ERA EE PSSA STEER ESE IRAs 


Lady Bewn= Bew-=-=— finding 
in the Authors Room fome Ver— 
Jes Unfinifbed, underwrit ¢ 
Stanza of ber own, with Rain 
lery upon bim, which gave Oc@ 


cafion to this Ballade, 


Auguft, 1702. 


Lo the Tune of the Cutpurfe. 


Ly 
NCE on a time, as old Stories reherfe, 
() A Fryer would needs fhow his Ta- 
lent in Latin ; 
But was forely put to’t in the midft of a Verfe, 
Becaufe he could find no Word to come patin. 
Then all in the Place 
He left a void Space, 
And {fo went to Bed ina def{perate Cafe. 
When, 
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When, Behold the next Morning, awontteltia 
Riddle, 


He found it was ftrangely fill'd in the Middle 


Cho. Let Cenfuring Criticks then think what they 
lift on’t, 


Who would not Write Verfes with fuch ae 
alfiftant. 
If. 
This put me the Fryar into an Amazement, 
For he wifely confider’d it muft be a Sprite, 


‘That came through the Key-Hole, or in at the 
Cafement, 


And it needs muft be one that could both 
Read and Write: 


Yet he did not know 
If it were Friend or Foe, 
Or whether it came from Above or Below. 
Howe’er it was civilin Angel or EIf, 


For he nere could have fill'd it fo well of him- 
felf. 
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Cit, 
Even {o Mafter Doétor had Puzzled his Brains 
In making a Ballad, but was at a Stand, 


He had mixt little Wit witha great deal of Pains, 


When he found a new Help from Invifible 
Hand. 


Then Good Dr. S---- 
Pay Thanks for the Gift, 


For you freely muft own you were at a Dead 
lift ; 


And tho’ fome Malicious Young Spirit did do’t, 


Youmay know by the Hand, it had no Cloven 
Foot, 


Cho. Let Cenfuring Criticks then think what they 


lift on't, 


Who would not Write Verfes with fuch an 
alfiftant. 
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Built from the Ruins of White- 
Hall that was Burnt. 
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Written, £703. 


7 N Times of Old, when Time was Young, 
E And Poets their one Verfes Sung, 
A Verfe could draw a Stone or Beam 


That now would overload a Team 5 
Lead ’em a Dance of many a Mile, 
Then rear °em to a goodly Pile. 

Each Number had it’s diffrent Powr ; 
Heroick Strains could build a Tow'r 5 
Sonnets, or Elogies to Chloris 

Might raife a Houfe about two Stories 5 


A Lyrick 
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A A Lyrick Ode Pould Slate ; a Catch 
Would Tile; an Epigram would Thatch. 


BUT, to their own; or Landlord’s Coft, 
Now Poets feel this Art is loft : 
Not one of all our tuneful Throng 
Can raife a Lodging for a Song. 
For, Fove confider’d well the Cafe, 
Obferv’d, they grew a num’rous Race, 
And fhould they Build as faft as Write, 
‘Twould ruin Undertakers quite. 
This Evil, therefore to prevent, 
He wifely chang’d their Element : 
On Earth, the God of Wealth was made 
Sole Patron of the Building Trade, 
Leaving the Wits the Spacious Air 
With Licence to build Caftles there : 
And ’tis conceiv’d, their old Pretence 
To lodge in Garrats, comes from thence. 


PRE- 


momen yee sea 


a 


PREMISING thus in Modern way 
The better Half we had to fay; 
Sing Mufe the Houfe of Poet V-— 
In higher Strains than we began. 


V— (for’tis fit the Reader know it ) 
Is both a Herald and a Poet, 
No wonder then, if nicely skill'd 
In both Capacities, to Build. 
As Herald, he can in a Day | 
Repair a Houfe gone to Decay, | 
Or by Atchivement, Arms, Device, 


Erect a new one in a frice. | 
And as a Poet, he hasSkill | 
| To build in Speculation full. i | 
an Great Jove, he cry’d, the Art reftore 
a | To build by Verfe.as heretofore, 
Ve And make.my Mufe the Architect ; 
What Palaces fhall we erect ! 
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No longer fhall forfaken Thames 
Lament his old Whitehall in Flames, 
A Pile thall from its Afhes rife 

Fit to Invade or prop the Skies. 


JOVE Smil'd, and like a gentle God, 
Confenting with the ufual Nod, 
Told V——= he knew his Talent beft, 
And left the Choice to his own Breaft. 
So V—— refolv’d to Write a Farce, 
But well perceiving Wit was {carce, 
With Cunning that Defe& fupplies, 
Takes a reach Play as lawful Prize, 
Steals thence his Plot, and ev’ry Joke, 
Not once fufpecting, Fove would Smoak, 
And, (likea Wag) fat down to Write, 
Would whifper to himfelf; A Bite, 
Then, from the motly mingled Style 
Proceeded to erect his Pile: * 
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So, Men of old, to gain Renown, did 
Build Babel with their Tongues confounded. 
Fove faw the Cheat, but thought it beft — 
To turn the Matter to a Jeft 5 

Down from Olympus Top he Slides, 
Laughing as if he'd burft his Sides : 

Ay, thought the God, are thefe your Tricks ? 
Why then, old Plays deferve old Bricks, 
And fince you're {paring of your Stuff, 
Your Building fhall be {mall enough. 

He {pake, and grudging, lent his Ayd ; 

Th’ experienc’t Bricks that knew their Trade, 
( As being Bricks at Second Hand, ) 

Now move, and now in Order Stand. 


THE Building, as the Poet Writ, 
Rofe in proportion to bis Wit 
And firft the Prologue built a Wall 


So wide as to excompafs all. 


the Scene, aWood, produc’d no more 
Lhan a few Scrubby Trees before. 

The Plot as yet lay deep, and fo 

A Cellar next was dug below: 

But this aWork fo hard was found, 
Iwo As it coft him under Ground. 
Iwo other Ads we may prefume 

Were {pent ix Building each a Rooms 
Thus far advanc’t, he made a shift 
To raife a Roof with AG the Fift. 

The Epilogue behind, did frame 


A Place not decent here to name. 


NOW Poets from all Quarters ran 
To fee the Houfe of Brother ’-—- : 
Lookt high and low, walkt often round, 
But no {uch Houfe was to be found 5 
One asks the Watermen hard by, 

Where may the Poets Palace ly ¢ 


Bb Anaother 
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270 V1 HOUSEH 
Another, of the Thames enquires, 

If he has feen its gilded Spires. 

At length they in the Rubbifh {py 

A Thing refembling a' Goofe Py, 
Farther in hafte the Poets throng, 

And gaze in filent Wonder long, 

Till one in Raptures thus began 

To praife the Pile, and Builder _—— 


THRICE happy Poet, who may trail 
Thy Houfe about thee:like a Snail 5 
Or Harneff’d to a Nag,, at.eafe 
Take Journies in it like a Chaife; 
Or in a'Boat when’e’re thou walt 
Canft make it ferve thee for a Tilt. 
Capacious Houle! ’tis own’d byvall 


Thou ’rt well'contriv’d, ‘tho’ thou: art {malls 


For evry Wit.in Britain's ifle 

May lodge within thy; Spacious Pile, 
Like Bacchus Thou, as Poets feign, 

Thy Mother burnt, are Born again 5 


Born | 


——— 
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Born like a Phenix from the Flame, 
But neither Bulk, nor Shape the fame: 
As Animals of largeft Size 


Corrupt to Maggots, Worms and Flyes. 
A Type of Modern Wit and Style, 

The Rubbifh of an Antient Pile. 

SO Chymifts boa{t they have a Pow’r 
From the dead Afhes of a Flow’r 

Some faint Refemblance to produce, 
But not the Virtue, Taft or Juice; 

So Modern Rimers wifely Blaft 

The Poetry of Ages paft, 

Which after they have overthrown, 
They from.its Ruins build their own, 
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DESCRIPTION 


OF A 


Salamander. 


mS 


Out of Pliny Nat. Hift. L. 10.C. 67. and L..29.C. 4. 


eet 


Anno. 1705. | 


Call’d Pompey, Scipio and Cafar ; 
vil As Pies and Daws are often ftil'd 
a With Chriftian Nick-names like a Child 5 
As we fay, Monffeur, to .an Ape 
Without offence to Human Shape: 


A S Mattive Dogs in Modern Phrafe are 


The SALAMANDER. 


a hE PL ET EEE 


$0 Men hive got from Bird and Brute 
Names that would beft their Natures fuit: 
The Lyon, Eagle, Fox and Bear 

Were Hero's Titles heretofore, 

Beftow’d as Hi’roglyphicks fit 

T’ exprefs their Valor, Strength or Wit. 
For, what is underftood by Fame 

Befide the getting of a Name? 

But e’re fince Men invented Guns, 

A different way their Fancy runs; 

To paint a Hero, we enquire 

For fomething that will conquer Fire, 
Would you defcribe Turenne or Trump 
Think of a Bucket or a Pump. 

Are thefe too low ? — then find out grander, 
Call my Lord C—~ a Salamander. 

Tis well. — But fince we live among 
Detractors with an evil Tongue, 

Who may object againft the Term, 


Pliny hall prove what we affirm : 
Bb 3 Pliny 


374. The SALAMANDER. 


Pliny (hal) prove; and we'll apply, 
And I'll be judg’d by ftanders-by. 


FIRST then, our Author has defin'd 
This Reptil, of the Serpent kind, 
With gawdy Coat, and fhining Train, 
But loathfom Spots his Body ftain < 
Out from fome Hole obf{cure he flies 
When Rains defcend,, and, T empetts rile, 
Till the Sun clears the Air 5. and then 
Crawls back negleéted»to his Den. 


SO when the War has raisd a Storm 
I’ve feen a Szake in human Form, 
All ftain’d with Infamy and Vice, 
Leap from the Dunghill in a trice, 


Burnifh and make a gaudy fhow, 


4 
Gh 
Become a General, Peer and Beau, 


Till Peace hath made the Sky Serene, 
Then thrink into it’s Hole again. 


All this we grant —= why, then look yonder, 
Sure that muft be a Salamander | 


FARTHER, weare by Pliny told 
This Serpent is extreamly cold, 
So cold, that put it in the Fire, 
°Twill make the very Flames expire, 
Befide, it Spuesa filthy Froth, 
( Whether thro’ Rage or Love, or both ) 
Of Matter purulent and white | 
Which happ’ning on the Skin to light,. 
And there corrupting to a Wound 
Spreads Leprofy and Baldnefs round, 


SO have I feen a batter'd Beau 
By Age and Claps grown cold as Snow, 
Whofe Breath or Touch, where eer he came, 


Blew out Love's Torch or chill’d the Flame : 


7 


Bb 4 And 


~The SALAMANDER. 


10uld fome Nymph who neer was criel, 
Like Carleton cheap, or fam’d Darzed, 

Receive the Filth which he ejects, 

She foon would find, the fame Effetts 


Her tainted Carcafe to purfue, 


hit Wh 


As from the Salamanders Spue 3 
A Difmal fhedding of her Locks 
And, if no Leprofy, a Pox. 


Then PH appeal to each By-ftander, 
Whether this ben't a Salamander. 
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See oe terme 


Imitated, From the Eighth Book of O VID. 


—— 


Written, 1706. 


N antient Times, as Story tells, 
| The Saints would often leave their Cells, 
And ftrole about, but hide their Quality, 
To try good People’s Hofpitality. 


IT happen’d on a Winter Night, 
As Authors of the Legend write j 


378 Baucis and PHiLEMON. 


Two Brother Hermits, Saints by Trade, 
Taking their Towr sin Mafquetade 5 
Difguis’d in tatter’'d Habits, went 

To a {mall Village down in Kents 
Where, in the Strolers Canting Strain, 
They beg’d from Door to Door in vain; 
Try'd evry Tone might Pity win, 

But not a Soul w rould let them in. 


Wb 


OUR wand ring Saints in wotul State, 
Treated at this ungodly Kare. 
Having thro’ all the Village pafs'd; 
To a{mall Cottage came at laft 5 
Where dwelt a good old honeft Yeoman, 
Callf’d, in the N Jeighbourhood, "Philemon. 
Whokindly did the Saints invite 
In his Poor Hut to pafs the Night 5 
And then the Hofpitable Sire 
Bid Goody Baucis mend the Fire 5 


While He from out of Chimney took 
A Flitch of Bacon off the Hook ; 

And freely from the fatteft Side 

Cut out large Slices to be fry’d: 

Then ftept:afide to fetch ’em Drink, 
Fill'd a large Jag‘up to the Brink ; 
And faw it fairly twice go round ; 
Yet Cwhat is wonderful) they found, 
"Twas ftill replenith’d to the Top, 

As if they ne’er had toucht a Drop. 
The good old Couple was amaz’d, 
And often on each other gaz’d ; 

For both were frighted to the Heart, 
And juft began tocry s —- What ar’t 
Then foftly turn’d afide to view, 
Whether the Lights were burning blue. 
The gentle Pilgrives {oon aware on’t, 


Serenata, 
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Told ’em their Calling, and their Errante - 


Good Folks, you need not be afraid, 
We are but Saints, the Hermits faid ; 


380 Baucts and PHILE MON. 


No Hurt fhall come to You, or Yours 5 
But, for that Pack of churlifh Boors, | 
Not fit to live on Chriftian Ground, : 
They and their Houfes thall be drown’d : 

Whilft you fhall fee your Cottage rife, 

And grow a Church before your Eyes. 


THEY {carce had Spoke 5 when, fair and foft, 
The Roof began to mount aloft 5 
Aloft rofe ev'ry Beam and Rafter, 
The heavy Wall climb’d flowly after, 


THE Chimney widen'd, and grew higher, 


Became a Steeple with a Spire. 


THE Kettle to the Top was hoift, 
And there ftood faft'ned to a Joitt : 
But with the Upfide down, to thew | 
Its Inclinations for below 5 0 | 
In vain; for a Superior Force 
ly’d at Bottom, {tops its Courfe, 


App 


So ee 


Baucts and PutLemon. 38% 


Doom’d ever in Sufpence to dwell, 
Tis now no Kettle, but a Bell. 


A wooden Jack, which had almoft 
Loft, by Difufe, the Art to Roaft, 
A fudden Alteration feels, 

Increas'd by new Inteftine Wheels : 
And, what exalts the Wonder more, 
The Number made the Motion flow’r: 
The Flyer, tho’t had Leaden Feet, 
Turn’d round fo quick, you fcarce con’d fee’t ; 
But flacken’d by fome fecret Power, 

Now hardly moves an Inch an Hour. 

The Jack and Chimney near ally’d, 

Had never left each other’s Side ; 

The Chimney to a Steeple grown, 

The Jack wou’d not be left alone, 
But up againft the Steeple rear’d, 
Became a Clock, and ftill adher'd: 
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And {till its Love to Houfhold Cares 
By a thrill Voice at Noon declares, 
Warning the Cook-maid, not to burn 
That Roaft-meat which it cannot turn. 


T HE Groaning Chair began to crawl 
Like an huge Snail along the Wall 5 
There ftuck aloft, in Publick View, 
And with fmall Change, a Pulpit grew. 


THE. Porringers, that ina Row 
Hung high, and madea glitt ring Show; 
Toa lefs Noble Subftance chang’d, 
Were now but’ Leathern Buckets rang'd. 


THE Ballads pafted on the Wall, 
OF Foan of France, and Exglifh Molt, 
Fair Rofamond, and Robin Hood, 

The Little Children in the Wood - 
Now f{eem’d to look abundance better, 
Improv'd in Pidture, Size, and Letter 5 


And 


And high in Order plac’d, de(cribe 
The Heraldry of ev'ry Tribe. 


A Bedftead of the Antique Mode, 
Compact of Timber many a Load, 
Such as our Anceftors did ufe, 

Was Metamorphos’d into Pews ; 
Which {till their antient Nature keep ; 
By lodging Folks difpos‘d to Sleep. 


THE Cottage by fuch Feats as thefe, 
Grown to a Church by jaft Degrees, 
The Hermits then defir’'d their Holt 
Zo ask for what he fancy’d mott : 
Philemon, having paus’d a while, 
Return’d ’em Thanks in homely Stile ; 
Then faid 3 my Houfe is grown fo Fine, 
Methinks, I {till wou'd call it mine: 
I'm Old, and fain wou'd live at Eafe, 
Make me the Parfow, if you pleafe. 
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384 Baucis and PHILEMON. 


HE {poke, and prefently he feels, 
His Grazier’s Coat fall down his Heels 5 


He fees, yet hardly can believe, 
About each’Arm a Pudding-fleeve 
His Waftcoat toa Caffock grew, 
And both affum’d a Sable Hue 
But being Old, continu’d jutt 

As Thread-bare, and as full of Duft. 

His Talk was now of Tythes and Dues, 
€ou’d {moak his Pipe, and.read the News; 
Knew how to preach old Sermons next, 
Vamipt in the Preface and the Text 5 

At Chriftnings well could att his Part, 
And had the Service all by Hearts 

With'd Women might have Children faft, | 
And thought whofe Som had farrowd latk ; | 
Again Diffenters wou'd repine, 
And ftood up firm for Right Divine « 


Baucis and PH1iLEMON. 386 


Found his Head fill'd with many a Syftem, 
But Clafick Authors—=he ne’er mifs’d.’em. 


THUS having furbifh’d up a Parfon, 
Dame Bancis next, they play’d their Farce on: 
Inftead of Home-fpun Coifs were feen, 
Good Pinrners-ede'd with Colberteen : 
Her Petticoat transform’d apace, 

Became Black Satin, Flounc’d with Lace. 
Plain Goody would'no ‘longer down; 
“Twas Madam; in her Grogram Gown. 
Philenton was in great Surprize, 

And hardly could believe his Eyes, 
Amaz’d to fee Her look fo Prim, 

And the admir’d 46’ mtich at Him. 


THUS, happy in their Change of Life, 
Were feveral Years this Man and Wife, 
When on a Day;; which prov'd their laft, 
Difcourfing on old Stories paft, 


Ce They 
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They went by chance, amidft their Talk, 
To the Church-yard, to take a walk 5 
When Bancis haftily cry’d out 5 

My Dear, I fee your Forehead {prout : 
Sprout, quoth the Man, What's this you tell us? 
I hope you dont believe me Jealous : 

But yet, methinks, I feel i¢ true; 

And re'ly, Yours 13 budding too—— 

Nay, ——now I cannot ftir my Foot : 

It feels as if *twere taking Root. 


DESCRIPTION would but tire my Muie: 
In fhort, they both were turn’d to: Tews. 
Old Good-man Dobfow of the Green 
Remembers he the Trees has feen ; 
He'll talk of them from Noon till Night; 
And goes with Folks to thew the Sight: 
On Sundays, after Ev’ning Prayer, 
He gathers all the Parifh there 


Points 
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Points out the Place of either Yew; 
Here Baucis, there Philemon grew. 
Till once, a Parfon of our Town, 
To mend his Barn, cut Bancis down 3 
At which, “tis hard to be believ’d, 
How much the other Tree was griev’d, 
GrewScrubby, dy’d a-top, was ftunted : 
So, the next Parfon ftub’d and burnt it. 


RSD OE ee Ne 7 
Li EER 


388 


TO 


Mrs. BipDY Froyb. 


EE 


Anno. 1708. 


( treat, 

4A THEN Copia did his Grandfire Jove in- 

To form fome Beauty by a new Receit, 
Fove fent and found far ina Country Scene, 
Truth, Innocence, Good Nature, Look ferene ; 
From which Ingredients, Firft the dext’rous Boy | 
Pickt the Demure, the Aukward, and the Coy 5 
| The Graces from the Court did next provide 
i Breeding,and Wit, and Air, and decent Pride ; 
| Thefle Venus cleans'd from ev'ry {purious Grain 
Of Nice, Coquet, Affected, Pert, and Vain. | 
Fove mix'd up all, and his beft Clay imploy’d ; 
Then call’d the happy Compofition, Floyd. 
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(eee es 


HEN. Mother Clad had rofe from Play, 
And call'd to take the Cards away ; 
V7—- Saw, but feem’d not to regard, 
How Mifs pickt ev'ry Painted Card ; 
And Bufie both with Hand and Eye, 
Soon Rear’d a Houle two Story high 5 
V-—'s Genivs without Thought or Lecture, 
Is hugely turn’d to Architedure : 
He view’d the Edifice, and fmil’d, 
Vow’'d it was pretty for a Child 5 
It was fo perfec in its Kind, 
He kept the Model in his Mind, 


Gora 


BUT when he found the Boys at Play, 
And faw them dabling “in their Clay ; 
Fie-{tood behind a Stall to lurk, 

And mark the Progrefs of their Work ; 
With true-Delight obferv'd ’em.All 
Raking up Mxd to build a Wall 5 

The Plan he much admir’d, and took 
The Model in his Table-Book ; 
Thought himfelf now exactly skill’d, 
And fo refolv’d a Houfe to build ; 

A real Honfe, with Rooms and Stairs, 

Five Times at leaft as big as theirs ; 

Taller than Mi/s’s by two Yards, 
Nota fham Thing of Clay, or Cards ; 

a And fo he did; For ina while, 
| He built up {uch a monftrous Pile, 

That no two Chair-men corrd be found, 

Able to lift it from the Ground ; 


Still at White-Hal it Stands in View, 
Juft in the Place where firft it grew ; 
There all the little School-Boys run, 
Envying to fee themfelves out-done. 


FROM {uch deep Rudiments as thefe, 
V—— is become by due Degrees, 
For Building Fam’d, and juftly Reckon’d 
At Court, Vitruviws the Second : 
No wonder, fince wife Authors fhow, 
That Bef? Foundations muft be Low 
And now the Dzke has wifely ta’en him 
To be his Archited at Blenheim : 
But Raillery for once apart, 
If this Rule holdsin ev'ry Art 5 
Or if his Grace were no more Skill'd in 


The Art of Battering Walls, than Building, 


We might expect to fee next Year, 
A Moufe-trap Man, Chief Engineer. 
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On the fuppofed Death of | , 


PATRIGE 
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ALMANACK=MAKER. 


Anno. I 708. 


ELL, ‘tis as Bickerftaff has guett; 
wy WY Tho’ we all took it for ajeft: 
Patrige is Dead, nay more, he dy’d 


Fer he could prove the good Sguire\ly’d. 
strange, an Aftrologer fhould Die, 
Without one Wondert in the Sky ; 


Not one of all his Cromy Stars, 

To pay their Duty at his Hearfe ! 

No Meteor, no Eclipfe appear’d!) 1» 
No Comet with a flaming Beard! 
The Sun has rofe, and gone'to Bed, 
Juft as if Patrige were not Dead; 

Nor hid himfelf behind the Moon, 

To make a dreadful Night at Noon: 
He at fit Periods walks through Aries, 
Howe'er our Earthly Motion varies, 
And ‘twice a Year he'll cut the A’guator, 
As if there had been no fych Matter. 


SOME Wits have wond red what Analogy ; 


There is *twixt *Cobling and Aftrology ; 
How Patrige made his Opticks rife, 
From a Shoe Sole to reach the Skies ; 


A Lift the Coblers Temples ties, 
To keep the Hair out of their Eyes; 


* Patrige was 2 Cobler. 
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From whence ‘tis plain the Diadem 
That Princes wear derives from them 5 | 
And therefore Crowns are now-a-days | 
Adorn’d with Golden Stars and Rays, : 
Which plainly fhews the near Alliance 

'Twixt Cobling and the Planets Science. 


BESIDES, that flow-pac'd Sign Bo-otes 
As’tis mifcall’d, we know not who ‘tis; 
But Patrige ended all Difputes, 

He knew his Trade, and call’d it f Boots, 


THE Horszed Moon which heretofore | 
Upon their Shoes the Romans wore, | 
Whole Widenefs kept their Toes from Corns, 
And whence we claim our /hoeing horns, 
Shews how the Art of Cobling bears 
A near Refemblance to the Spheres. 


Seite 


+ See his Almanack. 


A Scrap of Parchment hung by Geometry, 


A great Refinement in Barometry ; 

Can like the Stars. foretel the Weather ; 
And what is Parchment elfe but Leather 2 
Which an Aftrologer might ufe, 

Either for Alwanacks or Shoes. 


THUS Patrige, by his Wit and Parts, 
At once did Praétice both thefe Arts: 
And as the Boading Owl, (or rather 
The Bat, becaufe her Wings are Leather, ) 
Steals from her Private Cell by Night, 
And flies about the Candle-Light ; 

So Learned Patrige could as well 
Creep in the Dark from Leathern Cell, 
And in his Fancy fly as far, 

To peep upon a twinkling Star. 


BESIDES, hecould confound the Spheres, 


And fet the Playets by the Ears ; 
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To thew his Skill, he Me ss Baa join 


To Venu in Afpect Malian, 3 
Then call in Mercury for Aid, 
And Cure the Wounds that Venus made. 


GREAT Scholars have in Lucian Read, | 
When Philip King of Greece was Dead, | 
His Soul and Spirit did divide, | | 
i And each Part took a diff rent Sides” ) : 

HI Oxe rofe a Star, the other fell 3 | 
Beneath, and mended Shoes in Hell. 


THUS Patrige {till thines in each Art, 
The Coblizg and Star-gazing Part, | : 
And is Inftall’d as good a Star, 7 : 
As any of the Cefars are. 


TRIUMPHANE Star | Some Pig fhow 
On Coblers Militant below, 
Whom Roguith Boys in Stormy Nights 
Torment, by pifling out their Lights 5 


i An Elegy on Patrige. 


Inclos'd_Artéfcers to Choke, _ 


THOU, high-exalted in thy Sphere, 


May it. follow ftill thy Calling there. 
To theé the Bul willlend his Hide, 
By Phebas newly Tann’d and Dry‘d. 


For thee they Argo’s Hulk will Tax, — 


And fcrape her Pitchy Sides for Wax. 
Then Ariadwe kindly Lends 


Her Braided Hair to make thee Ends ; | 


The Point of Sagittarivs Dart, 
Turns to an Aw! by Heavenly Art; 
And Vulcan wheedled by his Wife, 
Will Forge for thee a Paring Kuife, 
For want of Room by Virgo’s Side, 
She'll ftraina Point, and fit * aftride 
To take thee kindly in betweez, 
And then the Sigzs will be Thirteen. 
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* Tibi brachia contrahet Ingens Scorpius, &c, 
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Or thro’ a Chink convey their Smoke, 
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358 dn Elegy on Patrige 


—————— a memmmenammmennaneas 


The EPITAPH. 


ERE Five Foot deep lyes on his Back 
A Cobler, Starmonger, and Quack, 


Who to the Stars in pure Good-will, 
Does to-his beft look upward (till. 

Weep all you Cuftomers that ufe | 

His Pills, bis Almanacks, or Shoes. 
And you that did your Fortunes feck, 
Step to this Grave but once a Week, | 
This Earth which bears his Body's Print, 
You l find has fo much Virtue int, 
That I dur(t Pawn my Ears, “twill tell 
What eer concerns you, full as well 

In Phyfick, Stolen Goods, or Love, 
As he himfelf could, wher above. 


Apollo Quewitted. 


To the Honourable Mrs. Fin eu, 
under ber Name of Ardelia, 


Written, 1709. 


HOE BUS now fhortning every Shade, 
Up to the Northern Tropick came, 
And thence Beheld a Lovely Maid 
Attending on a Royal Dame. 


THE God laid down his Feeble Rays, 
Then lighted from his Glitt’ring Coach, 

But fenc’d his Head with his own Bays 
Before he durft the Nymph approach. 
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goo APOLLO Outwitted. 


UNDER thofe Sacred Leaves, Secure 
From common, Lightning of, the skies, 

He fondly thought he might endure a 
The Flathes of Ardeféan’s Eyes. 


THE Nymph who oft had read in Books, 
Of that Bright God whom Bards invoke, 


Soon knew Apollo by his looks, 
And Guett his Bufinefs e’re he Spoke. 


HE an, the old. Celeftial Cant, 1 pone 
Confeft,his Flame,, and Swore by. $iyxs" 

What e’re the would. defire, to Grant, 3 
But Wile Ardelia knew his Tricks: 


OVID, had warn'd her,to, beware, 
Of Stroling God's, whofe ufual Trade. is; 

Under pretence of ‘Taking Air, 

To Pick up Sublunary Ladies. 


APOLLO Ontwitied. 
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HO WE’E Rothe gave no flat'Denial, 
As having Malice in her Heart, 

And wasrefolv’d upon a Tryal, 
To Cheat the’God in his own Art. 


HEAR my Requeft the Virgin faid 
Let which'I'pleafe of all the Nine 

Attend when e’erT want their Aid, 
Obey. my Callf and only mine. 
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BY Vow Oblig’d, By Paffion ted, 
The God could ‘not refufe her Prayer 5 
He wav’d his Wreath Thrice o’er her Head, 
Thrice muttet’d fomething to the Air. 
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AND. now hie thought to Seizé'his due, 
But fhe the Charm Already try'd, 
Thalia heard the Call and Flew - 
To wait at Bright Ardelia’s Side: 
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402 A POwto: Ontwitted. 


ON Sight of this Celeftial Prude,> 
Apollo thought it vain to flay, 

Nor inher Prefence durft, be: Rade, » Be 
But made his.Leg and went aways’ i 26 7 i | 


HE hop’d to find fome lucky Hour, 
When on their Queen the Mafes wait ; 
But Pallas owns Ardelia’s Power, 
For Vows Divine are kept by Fate... 


THEN full of Rage Apolo Spoke, 
Deceitful Nymph fee thy Art, 
And tho’ fcan emy gift revokes) 
I']) difappoint.its Nobler: Past: 


LET Stubborn Pride Poffefs;thee long, 
And be thou Negligent.of Fame, . 
With ev'ry Mufe.to’Grace thy Song, 
May ft thou defpife a Poets: Name, 
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| A POLLO Ontwiited, 403 


OF Modeft Poets thou be firft, 

To filent Shades repeat thy Verfe, 
Till Fame and Eechoalmott burft, 

Yet hardly dare one Line Rehearfe. 


AND laft, my Vengeance to Compleat, 
May you Defcend to take Renown, 

Prevail'd on by the Thing you hate, 

A —— and one that wears a Gown. 


DESCRIPTION: «i: 


OF “TRE? 


apts f 9 I 709 
Coach 
M0. W. hardly here and_there an Hackney- 
. proach. 


Apeaat fhow’d the Ruddy Morns Ap- 
Now Betty from her Matters Bed had flown, 
And foftly ftole to difcompofe her'own. 

The Slipfhod Prentice from his Mafters Door, 
ie eee | (Floor. 
Had par’d the Dirt, and Sprinkled round the 


Now 
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Now Moff had whirl’d her Mop with dest rous 
Prepar’d to Scrubthe Entry andthe Stairs. 
The Youth with Broomy Stumps began to trace 


({Diac 
(Place. 
\ 

The Kennel-E ge, where Wheels had worn the 
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The Smallcoal-Man was heard with Cadence 


‘ Sweep, 
°Till drown’d in Shriller Notes of Chimney- 


Duas at his Lordfhips Gate began to meet, 


(the Street 
And Brickduft Mod had Scream’d through hal 


The Turnkey now his Flock returning fees, 
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Duly let out a Niebts to Steal for Fees. 
The watchful Bailiffs take their filen Stands, 


(Hands. 
And School-Boys lag with Satchels in their 
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CITY SHOWER. 


Otfober, 1710. 


Cee aris Obfervers may foretel the Hour 
: (Show’ r: 
(By fure Prognofticks ) when to dread a 


While Rain depends, the penfive Cat gives ocr 
Her Frolicks, and purlues her Tail no more. 
Returning Home at Night, you'll find the Sink 
Strike your offended Senfe with double Stink. 
If you be wife, then go not far to Dine, 
| (Wine. 
¥ow'll {pend in Coach-hire more than fave in 
A coming 


Defcription of 4 City Shower. 407 
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A coming Show’r your {hooting Corns prefage, 

Old Achesthrob, your hollow Tooth will rage. 
Sauntring in Coffee-houfe is Dulman {cen 5 

He damns the Climate, and complains of Spleen. 


(Wings, 
-MEAN whilethe South rifing with dabbled 


A Sable Cloud a-thawrt the Welkin flings, 
That {will’d more Liquor than it could contain, 
And like a Drunkard gives it up again. 

Brisk Sufaz whips her Linen from the Rope, 
ou the firft drizzling Show’r is born aflope, 


(Quean 
Such is that Sprinkling which fome carele(s 


Flirts on you from her Mop, but not fo clean. 
You fly, invoke the Gods; then turning, ftop 
Torail ; fhe finging, ftill whirls on her Mop. 

Not yet, the Duft had fhun’d th’ unequal Strife, 
But aided by the Wind, fought {till for Life ; 
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408 408 Defeription 0) of a City Shower. 


And wafted with its-Foe by violent Guft» 


| ( was Dufk, 
‘Twas doubtful which was Rain, and which 


Ah! where muft needy Poet feek for Aid, 
When Dutt and Rain at once his Coat invade s | 
Hisonly Coat, where Duft confus‘d with Rain, 


Roughen the Nap, and leave a minaled Stain. 


(down, 
WN O W incontiguous Drops the Flood comes 
Threatning with Deluge this Devoted Town. 
To Shops in Cr rouds the dagged Females fly, 


Pretend to cheapen Goods, but nothing hav. 


A eg $0 
(broach, 
rhe “Toerntler {oruce while > rer Or Ie 
the kempict pruce, Wie OV ry epouts a 
Staves till ‘cis fair, yet feems to call a Coach. 
4 
(Strides, 
The tuck'd-up Sempftrelfs walks wish hatty 
(Sides. 


‘reams run down her oil’d Umbrellas 


Here 
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Defcription of a-‘Gty Shower, 4.09 


Here various Kinds by various Fortunes led, 
Commence Acquaintance underneath a Shed. 


Triumphant Tories, and defponding Whigs, 
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Forget their Fewds, and join to fave their Wigs, 
Box'd in a Chair the Beau impatient fits, 
While Spouts run clatt’ring o’er theR oof by Fits; 
And ever and anon with frightful Din 

The Leather founds, he trembles from within. 
So when LroyChair-men bore the WoodenSteed; 
Pregnant with Greeks, impatient to be freed. 
(Thofe Bully Greeks, who, as the Modenrs do, 
Inftead of paying Chair-men, run them thro’) 
Laocon {truck the Outfide with his Spear, 

And each imprifon’d Hero quak’d for Fear. 


Clow, 

NOW from all Parts the {welling Kennels 

And bear their Trophies with them as they go : 
Filth of all Hues and Odours feem to tell 


(Smell. 
What Street they fail’d from, by their Sight and 
They, 
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410 Defeription of a City Shower. 
They, 49 each Torrent drives, with rapid Force 
FromSmithffeld;orSt. Pulehre’s fhape theirCourle, 
And in huge Confluent join at Swow- Hill Ridge, 
Fall from the Coxdait prone to Holborn- Bridge. 
‘(and Blood, } 
Sweepings from ButchersStalls, Dung, Guts 
Cin Mud, ¢ 

Drown’d Puppies, {tinging Sprats,all drench’d 
(down the Flood, 
Dead Cats and Turnip-Tops come tumbling ; 
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The Following Poem being judged by fome to 
to be after the Authors nanner, I have ven- 
tured to Print it. 


THE 


VIRTUES 


Sid Hamet the Macician’s 


Written, 1710. 


HE Rod was but a harnilefs Wand, 

While Mojfes held it in his Hand, 
But foon ase’er he Laid it down, 
‘Twas 4 devouring Serpent grown. 
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Sip HA MET. 


OUR great Magician, Hamet Sid, 
Reverfes what the Prophet did 5 
His Rod was honelt Exglifh Wood, 
That, fenfelefs, in a Corner f{tood, 
Till Metamorphos'd by his Grafp, 
it grewan all-devouring Afp 5 
Would hi, and fting, and roll, and ewitt, 
By the meer Virtue of his Fift : 
Bat when he lay'd it down, as quick 
Refum’d the Figure of a Stick. 


SO to Her Midnight Feafts the Hag, 
Rides on a Broomftick for a Nag, 
That, raisd by Magick of her.Breech, ug 
O’er Sea and Land conveys the Witch ; 
But, with the Morning-Dawn, :refumes 


The Peaceful State of common Brooms: 


THEY tell us fometing ftrange and odd, 


About a certain Magick Rod, 


That, 


Sip HAmet 4.13 


That, bending down it’s Tab: divines 
When e’er:the Soil has) Golden Mines: 
Where there are ‘norie, it ftands ereét, 
Scorning to fhow the leaft Refpect. 

As ready was the Wand:of Sidocc » 
To bend where Gilden ‘Mines wetehid : 
In Scotsi{p Hills found’ precious Ore, 

: Where none e’er look’d for it before 5 ; 
And: By: 4 gentle Bow,’ divin'd | | 
How well a Cady’ Parke was lin’d's 2) A 
To a forlorn and‘broken Rake. 
Stood without speigl) iii a Stake, 


THE Rod bh of tet was renown’d 
For Charms: above/and under Ground’; 
To fleep could MortalsEye-lids' fix 
And drive:departed'Souls:to Stysec 
That Rod wasju aT ype) of Sid’ sii 
Which, o'er a Britifh Senate’s Lids, 
Could Yedtser Opin full as’ well,’ 

And drive as many Soxls to. Hell od 
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SID’s-Rod was flender, white, and tall; 
Which oft-he us'd to, 77 withal: 
A PLACE. was fattned to the Hook, | 
And many Score of Gugeors took.) ) 90 
Yet, {ill fo. happy .was his Fate, 

He caught his Aya, and fay’dohis Baits 


$ID’s Brethren of, the conj ring Tribe 
A Circle with-thein, Rad defetibe, » « 
Which proves a Magical Redoubt 
To keep mifchievous Spirits out: 
Sid's Rod Was of a larger Stride, 
And made a Circle.thrice as wide, 
Where. Spirits: throng d with hideous: Din; © 
And he ftoodithere-to take’ them in. 
But, when th’.enchanted ‘Rod was.brokey 0 
They vanifh’d.in a {inking Smoak. ) 


ACHILLES’s Scepter. was of, Wood, 
Like Sid’s, but nothing,near, fo good 5 


Tho, 


Tho, down from Anceftors Divine 
Tran{mitted to the Heroes Line, 
Thence, thro’ a long Defcent of ‘Kings, 
Came an-Deit-looMt, as Homer fings, 
Tho’ this Defcription looks fo big, 
That Scepter was a faplels Twigs |); 
Which, from the fatal Day when firtt 
It left the Foreft where ’twas nurft, 

As Homer tells us o’er and o’er, 

Nor Leaf, nor Fruit, nor Bloffom bore. 
Sid's Scepter, full of Juice, did fhoot 
In Golden Boughs, and Golden Fruit, 
And He, the Dragoz never fleeping, 
Guarded each fair Hefherian Pippin. 

No Hobby-horfe, with gorgeous Top, 
The dearett in Charles Mather’s Shop, 
Or glittering Tinfel of May-Fuir, 
Could with this Rod of Sid compare. 


DEAR Sid, then why wer’t thou fo mad 


To break thy Rod like naughty Lad 2 
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You 
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“Sip Hamer 


You fhould Have kifs'd it in your torres 
And then return’d it to” your Miftrefs,~” 

Or madeit‘a “Newmarket Switch, o 
And not a Rod for thy own Breech. 

For fince old Sid has brokén'this, 

His next will bea Rod'##'Pifs. 
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